
TikTokTikTok isn’t just the 
sound a clock makes (in 
English spelled tick tock). 
If you love funny music 
videos, or doing crazy 
online challenges1 with 
your friends, then you 
probably have already 
heard about TikTok, the 
video-sharing app2. Of 
course, lots of social 
media sites are popular 
for sharing stuff online – 
Twitter, Instagram, and 
SnapChat are a few of the 
most famous. But TikTok is 
different because it's only 
for short videos.
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The Next Big Thing?

So what Is TikTok?
TikTok is an app that allows users to create 
and upload homemade music videos.

Each video is 3–15 seconds long. If a user 
decides to loop3 their video, it can be up to 
60 seconds long.

TikTok is from China, and was originally 
called Douyin, but it was renamed TikTok 
a year later for international users.

Today, TikTok is one of the world’s most 
popular apps, with over 500 million users 
all over the world.

How Can You TikTok?
You can have a private or public account, 
and you can choose to edit videos with 
background music. You can speed up4 
a video, or play it in slow motion5. TikTok 
also has filters you can choose from, and 
a library of music genres you can play on 
your video.

Ready… Set… TikTok!
One of the reasons TikTok is so popular is 
because it has funny challenges. There are 
lots of them, like lip-syncing6 to popular 
songs and clips, the Lip Challenge and the 
Clothes Swap7 Challenge.

In the ClOTHES Swap CHallENgE, 
TikTok users start by showing themselves 
standing next to a partner. Then the scene 
changes, and they are wearing each 
other’s clothes! This one is very funny, as 
many young men and women choose to 
swap clothing items like mini-skirts, high-
heels, and business suits.

lIp-SYNCINg is one of the main uses of 
TikTok. People lip-sync to popular songs or 
funny recordings, often using face filters. 

Many users 
make their 
videos into 
short stories 
and comedies. 
They also loop 
their lip-syncs, 
and add extra 
audio to make 
them funnier.

Another popular challenge is the lIp 
CHallENgE. TikTokkers draw a line of 
lipstick8 on their top and bottom lips. Then 
they squeeze9 their lips together over and 
over and over to music while making funny 
faces until the lipstick covers their whole 
lips – at high speed!
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1 challenge  [ˈtʃælɪndʒ] – 
die Herausforderung

2 app  [æp] – die App
3 to loop  [luːp] – eine Schleife bilden
4 to speed up  [spiːd ʌp] – beschleunigen
5 slow motion  [sləʊ ˈməʊʃn] – die Zeitlupe
6 to lip-sync  [ˈlɪp sɪŋk] – 

die Lippen synchronisieren
7 to swap  [swɒp] – tauschen
8 lipstick  [ˈlɪpstɪk] – der Lippenstift
9 to squeeze  [skwiːz] – zusammendrücken
10 anti-bullying  [ˈænti ˈbʊliɪŋ] – 

das Anti-Bullying
11 anti-cyberbullying  [ˈæntiˈsaɪbəbʊliɪŋ] – 

das Anti-Cyberbullying
12 addictive  [əˈdɪktɪv] – abhängig machend

vocabulary

Discuss

Would you like to try any of the TikTok 
challenges? Which ones?

What video sharing apps do you use?

What other apps do you have on your 
phone? What do you use them for?

Listen to the descriptions of the most popular apps. 
Match each description with the correct picture.
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The Stars of TikTok
TikTok has its own celebrities 

called “Musers”. Let’s meet 
the most famous ones.

Baby Ariel is an

18-year-old American

social media

personality and singer,

who started making

videos in 2015. She has

29.3 million followers. As

well as winning awards for

her media activities, she has also won

awards for her anti-bullying10 and

anti-cyberbullying11 work.

Lisa and Lena are 17-year-old

identical twins. They were

adopted as babies. They

became famous on TikTok

for lip-syncing, and have

32.7 million followers.

They are famous

for being fun

and kind girls. They focus

on school, and only spend 20 minutes a day

making their videos – because their parents still

expect them to get good grades in school. And guess

what? Since English is not their first language, 

they are still working hard to improve it.

Baby ariel

TikTok problems
Though TikTok is a lot of fun for its millions 
of users, the app can be addictive12. The 
company even made a feature that tells 
users to take a break after 90 minutes. Also, 
there have been problems with bullying and 
racism that the company is trying to fight. Of course you can always 
choose a “private” account, but going viral means going public.

TikTok is fun, addictive and popular around the world. But who 
knows what app will be the next big thing?

lisa and lena
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TikTok
pp. 24–25

This is a warm-up activity for the article on TikTok. Groups 
should try to identify all the logos and say what connects them.

Teacher’s instruction
Method 1: Put students into small groups and give 
students all the logos on a single page.

Method 2: Cut the images into separate cards. Put 
students into small groups and give students all the 
logos in a stack face down. Students turn them over 
one at a time. The first person to recognise the card 
claims it and writes the answer on the back. When all 
the cards have been claimed, check the answers. Each 
card correctly identified is worth 1 point to the student 
who claimed it. Any cards identified incorrectly are 
worth -1 point.

Ask students which apps they know and use and ask 
them to briefly explain what they are.

Optional extensions: (a) Take a poll to see which are the 
most- and least-used apps. (b) Challenge students to 
draw the complete logos from memory.

SpeakinG, idenTiFyinG connecTionS


