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activities

totez sweet 
an interview with a new zealander

totez sweet 
an interview with a new zealander

totez sweet 
an interview with a new zealander
CD Track 7

language game

listening for specific detail

warm-up

Note for teachers
Do this activity before asking students to turn to 
the article “Totez Sweet – An Interview with a New 
Zealander” in the magazine.

What links…?
can you identify the pictures? what is the connection 
between them?

sentence snake 
what’s the longest correct sentence you can make with 
these words?

have to and a around good we sYstem 
drive don’t is transport hard so get it 
verY people puBlic most

See if you can find the original sentence in the article 
“Totez Sweet – An Interview with a New Zealander”.

Welcome to auckland
listen to some information about auckland and fill in 
the missing information.

1 Tāmaki makaurau (the Maori name for Auckland) 
means “Tāmaki of a hundred __________ ”.

2 __________ million people live in Auckland.

3 The most recent Quality of Living survey put 
Auckland in __________ place.

4 About __________ per cent of Auckland inhabitants 
are Maori.

5 There is great __________ on the volcanic field under 
and around Auckland.

6 In the past, Maori tribes used to farm __________ on 
the volcanoes.

7 Auckland stands at one of the __________ points of 
New Zealand.

8 One in three households in Auckland owns 
a __________ .

9 Auckland’s nickname is the City of __________ .

10 Auckland gets over __________ hours of sunshine 
per year.

Teachers’ File
this teachers’ file (tf) contains a lesson plan and activities based on 
the magazine and the cd. the tf, along with the recording scripts, is available 
for online users. registration password: london.

NOveMber 03/2019
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talking turkeY
turducken and other frankenwords
CD Track 5

word Building / fun with english

infotainment. chillax. Brunch. frenemy. Bromance. 
screenager. floordrobe. do you know what they mean? 
if you can guess how they’re formed, you can probably 
figure it out. 

These are all what are called “portmanteau words” 
(a portmanteau is a kind of luggage that’s so old-fashioned 
that even many english native speakers don’t know what 
it is). Another term you can use is “Frankenstein words”, 
or “Frankenwords”, because they’re made up of different 
bits of other words – just as the original Frankenstein’s 
monster was made up of bits of other people. 

When Dr Frankenstein’s monster 
first left the laboratory, scientists 
everywhere took one look 
and began planning their own 
marvellous creations. Dr Moreau 
made his beast-Men. Dr Carruthers 
created the Devil bat. Dr vacanti 
made a mouse with an ear on 
its back.

we found a photo of 
the vacanti mouse. Be 
happy this is a plasticine 
model instead. 

Some say that such scientists are playing God. Well, we, 
too, can be like gods. Have we not invented such wonders 
as the TUrDUCKeN, part turkey, part duck, part chicken – 
and all delicious? We have! Well, the Americans have.

Filled with the same strange joy as Dr Moreau and 
the other mad scientists of horror fiction (and Harvard 
Medical School, in the case of Dr vacanti), America’s 
cooks looked at the turducken and said, “Is that all you’ve 
got? Well, watch this…”

task 1
Here are the names of some real (as in, yes, people have 
actually made them) turducken-like food monsters. Try 
to guess what they are. The names should help you – and 
we’re also giving you some useful vocabulary. 

turbaconducken

gooducken

hotchken

turduckenenduckenenen

cthurkey

hot dog

goose

chicken Bacon

cthulhu

craB legs egg

octopus
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task 2
once you have your guesses, read the descriptions and fill in the five words there.  
listen to the cd to check your answers.

Turkey is the Christmas no. 1 in the UK – but the turkey 
is not a british species, and the brits used to eat goose 
instead. Celebrity chefs who are trying to bring back 
traditional british foods invented the 1 _______________ . 
It’s a goose stuffed with a duck stuffed with a chicken.

2 _______________  is the simplest, most logical extension 
of the turducken. built for those who are not keen on 
healthy food, it’s simply a turducken covered in bacon. 
A lot of bacon: the inventor suggests 6 lbs – a little 
under 3 kg.

The 3 _______________  was invented by a mathematician. 
She stuffs her turkey with two ducks, then stuffs 

each duck with two hens, and finishes off with two 
eggs per hen. I guess turduckeneggeggeneggeggduck-
eneggeggeneggegg eneggegg was too difficult to say.

The 4 _______________  was created by two lovers of 
fantasy horror to bring H. P. Lovecraft’s Cthulhu to 
the Thanksgiving table. It was assembled from a chicken, 
crab legs, octopus and bacon. 

Turducken takes a lot of cooking skill (all that deboning!). 
An American YouTuber found a solution that takes 
a whole lot less work… though it’s possibly slightly less 
delicious. Take one chicken. Insert 7 hotdog sausages. 
roast in the oven. Mmmmmm! The 5 _______________ .

now invent your own frankenstein recipe – and give it 
a proper frankenstein name!

task 3
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strange world
CD Track 10

the digital athletes 
is pro gaming really a sport?

puzzle

language game

write down the opposites of the following words. the marked letters spell out the name of the thing in the picture 
in the magazine.

1 sad 

2 night

3 before

4 broad

5 cheap

6 below

7 tragedy

8 arrival

Wordsearch Maze
uncover the hidden route through the grid by following words from the article. the next letter may be above, below, 
to the left or to the right – but not diagonally. the beginning has been done for you. 

watch out for false trails!

CD  If you still don’t know what that is, 
listen to the CD.

P e G Y S W e K U r A T I C Y K S M e I

b r M N I I S P v I T X O P L I S v N O

D I A e M L L O N I L e N U H C e r A U

G e S T A G Y r T S I b H M A D T e L v

S O D T H I S A N I M I T e D I N Y L S

b A N I Y e Y T T O r N A T b N M S N H

S b L M r O e P P L N e r S U D U L N D

M U T L M F r r I H N A F F r T S L K b

e O T S A W O T D S W L O C Y r I A I P

L C K S N N b P S N T A A H G A e D N T

L Y S e C D O W U O I P M H H M r F L L

C O r S C T A N e e T Y P e S G O F I U

A v e P e D T r X C T I N G I N A e N S

W G Y N C L O I P J H F r O v I O P F Y

Y N I D J S r K X S G e P e r F O r Y b

e K S F U T O U r N K K M I L e S S I O

b N I O G e P S A A M T O N D P e N O N

G N W O e T T S T N e r I T A U L A S M

U U F T G A r X D I C A T e D v P S b A

S b Y T I e S D e Z A b L  S A N U D I D

championship

dedication

eliminated

esports

improving

industry

invitation

offline

performance

professional

spectators

strategies

tournament

updates

start

finish
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“i plaYed till mY fingers Bled” 
the hardworking shawn mendes
grammar and vocaBularY practice

task 1

task 2

put the correct forms of the verbs into the lyrics of the song.

ask come do (2X) hear race see shake walk (2X)

When I think about you

Get a little excited

baby, when I think about you

Yeah, when I think about you, babe

We ___________ in the rain

A couple blocks to your apartment

You told me to ___________ inside

Caught me staring in your eyes

And I’m not usually like this

but I like what you’re ___________ to me

Chorus

You got me acting like I’ve never ___________ this before

I promise I’ll be ready when I ___________ through 

the door

And I don’t know why

No, I don’t know why

Yeah, yeah

Chorus

Glossary
to kick in – to start to have an effect
self-conscious [ˌself ˈkɒnʃəs] – uncomfortable because you are worried 

about what people think about you

finish the following sentences using different adjectives and 
different situations than those mentioned in the chorus of the song.

I get a little bit _____________ when __________________________

I get very _____________ when __________________________

I get extremely _____________ when __________________________

I don’t get _____________ when __________________________

“Nervous”

I ___________ you on a Sunday in a café

And all you did was look my way

And my heart started to ___________

And my hands started to ___________ , yeah

I ___________ you asked about me through a friend

My adrenaline kicked in

’Cause I’ve been ___________ about you too

And now we’re out here in this room

Chorus:

I get a little bit nervous around you

Get a little bit stressed out when I think about you

Get a little excited

baby, when I think about you, yeah

Talk a little too much around you

Get a little self-conscious

scan the Qr code or go 
to https://bit.ly/2sYQcrf 
to listen to “nervous” on 
Youtube.
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viral slang
dictionarY corner

here are more detailed explanations of the slang phrases used in the magazine.

You can show how strong you are 
by flexing your muscles. Thanks to 
selfies, to flex (noun: flexing or flex) 
began to mean “posing to show off 
your muscles”. It now means any kind 
of boasting or showing off. “Chronic 
flex” is unnecessary and annoying 
boasting (“I need new clothes 
because since I started working out, 
I’ve got too muscular to fit in my old 
ones.”). “Weird flex” is used when 
someone boasts about something 
really strange – or more often, when 
they say something that wasn’t 
meant to be showing off at all. “I just 
peed myself.” “Weird flex but OK.”

To slay means to kill. You mostly 
see it in historical fiction, fantasy 
and so on (as in, buffy the vampire 
Slayer). It has a feeling of drama. 
“I will slay the dragon”, not “I will slay 
the mosquito that was annoying me 
last night.” It has the same feeling 
in slang: to slay a test doesn’t just 
mean you passed; it means you did 
it heroically, amazingly, totally (or to 
use another slang term, “you crushed 
it”). by the way, slay is irregular in 
Standard english (slay, slew, slain) 
but regular in the slang use.

tea is gossip: exciting and often 
personal news. Hot tea is very 
exciting news (something scandalous, 
for example). Weak tea is a lot 

less exciting than you expected. 
“Spill the tea” means tell the news, 
share the gossip. According to 
the researchers over at Merriam-
Webster dictionaries, it began not as 
tea, but T, short for truth. 

To stan something is to be a huge 
fan. This one comes from a rap song 
by eminem about a fan (named Stan) 
who keeps writing angry, obsessive 
letters to him. When “stan” first 
entered the language as a slang term 
it was a bad thing. A stan wasn’t just 
a big fan, but one who goes too far – 
just like Stan in the song. by now it 
has lost that negative sense. 

A burn (or even better, an epic burn) 
is an insult that is both brutal and 
true. The idea of being burned by an 
insult is pretty ancient (the earliest 
example we found was around 300 
years old), but the use of burn as 
a noun in this way is new. It’s good 
fun because of the jokes about burns 
you can make. (“Ouch. You’ll need 
more than aloe vera for that burn.”)

In Standard english, something “low 
key” is modest and not dramatic, as 
in “it was a very low-key wedding”. 
It is only used as an adjective. 
The slang lowkey (usually written 
as one word and said exactly like 
the name Loki) is an adverb. It 

can mean “slightly”, in which case 
it’s the same as the more familiar 
“kinda” (“I’m lowkey looking forward 
to Christmas with my family”). It 
can also mean “secretly” or “not 
obviously”. (“Lowkey look at her.”)

ghosting someone means cutting off 
all online communication with them, 
especially without an explanation. 
It’s like they’ve become a ghost – you 
can’t see or hear them. It’s often 
used as a way to secretly reject 
someone.

ode is a recent respelling of 
a (slightly) older slang term, OD. 
Yes, that’s as in “overdose”, but it 
just means “very”; the new spelling 
is to make it clear that you’re using 
the slang word and not talking 
about drugs. gucci means cool, and 
obviously it comes from the fashion 
brand name. Sometimes it’s 
shortened to “gooch”.

“My boy’s being sus’, he was shady 
enough, but now he’s just a shadow…,” 
sings billie eilish. sus is simply short 
for suspicious, and is the same as 
the older slang terms dodgy and 
shady. It can describe a person who 
is or seems dishonest, or it can 
describe behaviour or a situation. (“He 
stayed out all night then brought you 
flowers? That’s so sus.”)

weird and wonderful 
from one side of the us to the other
revision

how much do you know about the us?

1 What’s the population of the US?

2 How many states are directly connected to each other?

3 What is the capital city and which state is it in?

4 Which are the biggest and smallest states by area?

5 Which are the most and least populous states (= number of people)?

6 Can you name:
a the biggest city?
B the tallest mountain?
c the longest river?
d the biggest lake?

teachers’ file – activities6
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viral slang (dialogue) 
CD Track 9

our world, our future
Topic Card CD Track 11

listening comprehension

listening comprehension

You’re going to listen to a dialogue where the slang expressions from the magazine are used. 
what do the sentences mean? write the meaning down and tick who says the sentences: ryan or em?

 rYan em
1 Don’t be sus. 

 __________________________________________________________________________  

2 We all saw the two of you lowkey holding hands. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

3 I was afraid she might be ghosting me. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

4 Spill the tea, or we’ll all have to fill in the gaps ourselves.  
 __________________________________________________________________________  

5 It there a doctor in the house? because that was a burn. 
 __________________________________________________________________________   
(Bonus question: What exactly caused the burn?) 
 __________________________________________________________________________

6 You know she totally stans Halsey, right? 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

7 Weird flex but OK. 
 __________________________________________________________________________   
(Bonus question: What does weird flex refer to in the dialogue?) 
 __________________________________________________________________________

8 She slayed it. 
 __________________________________________________________________________   
(Bonus question: What did she slay?) 
 __________________________________________________________________________

9 It’s ode Gucci to see you happy. 
 __________________________________________________________________________  

listen to two friends discussing how to persuade the mayor to be more environmentally friendly. 
answer the following questions.

1 What did the city council promise? 
 ______________________________________________________ 

2 What has the mayor just announced? 
 ______________________________________________________ 

3 What is the boy going to do? 
 ______________________________________________________ 

4 What does the girl advise him to write to the mayor? 
 ______________________________________________________ 

5 Why might the mayor care about the problems of 
the seas? 
 ______________________________________________________ 

6 What other issues and possible solutions do they 
mention? 
 ______________________________________________________ 
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A Night of 
Cheerful
The AlmosT AccidenTAl 
FAll oF The Berlin WAll

Paul Farrington-Douglas (UK)

A n Ch y
rA

B2 history

The government decided that the border 
laws needed to be loosened a bit (= to be 
made slightly less strict). Not much, of 
course. Just enough to calm people down. 
Changing border laws is always a tricky 
job, and members of the committee that 
was given this job on November 9th 1989 
were not particularly happy about it. 

A Word in the Right Place
The youngest of the committee members 
was a man named Gerhard Lauter, and seeing 
that his colleagues were scared and unsure, 
he took control. He made two seemingly tiny 
changes to the law on border crossings: in 
one place removing the word “temporary”, 
and in another adding the phrase “private 
trips abroad”. Did he fully understand 

the effect it 
had on the law? 
His colleagues 
certainly did not.

To the officials it must have looked 
like just the kind of cosmetic change 
they wanted. Günter Schabowski, one of 
the small group of elite officials who were 
in charge of everything, grabbed the new 
law on his way to speak to the media. 
According to Lauter, Schabowski didn’t 
even look at the changes before reading 
the new law to the crowd of foreign 
journalists and live Tv cameras. 

Watching the film of that moment today, 
you can clearly see a rush of amazement and 
excitement flow through the journalists – 
and equally clearly see Schabowski’s 

confusion. “When does this come into 
effect?” asks a journalist. Schabowski, 
clearly unsure, looks down at the paper in 
his hand. “As far as I know, right away.” 

Schabowski obviously did not realize 
the full meaning of the change. but 
the journalists – and the east Germans 
listening to the radio and watching the Tv – 
understood immediately. The border 
between east and West berlin was open.

No Stopping the Tide
According to Harald Jäger, the soldier in 
charge of a border crossing at a place called 

November 1989. Change was coming to 
the Communist countries of eastern europe, 
and the residents of the city of Berlin, divided 
by the Berlin Wall•, could feel it. Protests and 
demonstrations were growing, and they were 
getting bigger and angrier. the east german 
Communists feared a revolution. But what could 
they do to stop it? 

Berliners demolished the wall during the days and weeks after it “fell” 
on 8th November 1989.
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pulled back, afraid of the huge crowds. 
The mood wasn’t one of revolution, 
though. The people looked more like 
the happy fans of a victorious football 
team than anything else.

Later still, a surprised bbC reporter 
described something that would have 
been unimaginable as recently as that 
same morning. “I’m standing on top of 
the berlin Wall, which for years has been 
the most potent (= powerful) symbol of 
the division of europe. And there can be 
few better illustrations of the changes 
which are sweeping across this continent 
than the party which is taking place here 
on top of it tonight.” 

bornholmer Street, “within 10, 20 minutes, 
the first east German citizens showed up 
at the checkpoint”. Jäger called his bosses. 
What was going on? They ordered him to 
keep the border closed. Soon there were 
over a thousand angry people at the gate, 
all claiming the border was open.

“I had to consider the possibility that it 
might all end in violence. My first thought 
was to prevent that from happening, so 
I ordered the guard to open the barrier and 
let all east German citizens leave, without 
checks. After we opened the barrier, 
the masses broke into cheers. It’s impossible 
to describe it. You had to be there.” 

A Night on the Town
The people moved forward to cross 
the border, many for the first time in 
their lives. At this point it still seemed 
unbelievable. Some of those crossing 
over had their children and suitcases, not 
trusting that the open border would last. 
Most, though, were not planning to leave 

their homes and lives behind. They simply 
wanted to taste this new freedom and 
celebrate by having a fun night out with 
friends in the streets and bars of berlin. 

“You don’t want to stay in the West?”, 
one journalist asked a young couple. They 
shook their heads. “No, no, never! We have 
friends in West berlin, and we want to see 
them, maybe see some live musicians, and 
then go home.” 

The Wall-Top Party
After the first 10,000 people passed, 
the guards gave up counting. Then 
the fences began to come down. barriers 
were forced open. Soldiers and police 

Culture point
What Was the Berlin Wall?
At the end of the second World War, Europe was divided 
between the independent democracies that became 
the EU and the nations of the so-called “Communist bloc”. 
the heavily guarded wall known as the “iron curtain” cut 
right through Germany. Berlin was unusual. it was inside 
the eastern part – the Communist part – but was also cut in 
half. West Berlin was entirely surrounded by a 155-kilometre 
wall that was heavily guarded on the Communist side: up to 
12,000 border guards were employed in the city at a time.

disCuss
Think about the following questions, then compare your 
perspectives with those of your classmates.

 • What different perspectives have you heard about what 
life was like under communism? have you ever heard 
people who thought things were better then? 

 • Do you have friends or family who grew up under 
communism? What about in the West, or in other parts 
of the world? From their stories and comments, what 
impression do you have of the differences between then 
and now?

 • Generally, life under communism was “more equal” (with 
fewer very poor and very rich people, and more economic 
stability) but less free (with restrictions on travel, 
opportunities and especially on expressing opposition to 
the state). What do you think is more important and why?

 • have you ever been separated from friends and family, 
perhaps because someone has moved a long way away? 
how important was or is that to you? Does it change how 
you think about life and society?

 • the Berlin Wall and iron curtain stopped people from 
leaving the Communist bloc to rejoin family, find 
new work and educational opportunities, etc. how 
do the issues and questions around that apply to today’s 
migration debates?

xxxxxxxxxxxx
some of those crossing 
over had their children 

and suitcases, not 
trusting that the open 

border would last. 
xxxxxxxxxxxx

At first, border guards struggled to control the celebratory crowds – but they soon gave up.
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1 warm-up 3 portland things – finding 
the correct answers
Magazine

2 portland things – guessing 
Handout A

2 mins

7–12 mins

5–8 mins 

speaking

reading, speaking

speaking

whole class

individual work, whole class

pair work / group work

Write “Portland” on the board. Ask if anyone can tell you 
anything about it. If necessary, ask additional questions:

•	 What is it? (a city in the USA)

•	 Where is it? (in the northwest, close to the Pacific 
coast)

•	 In which state? (Oregon)

•	 How many people live there? Can you guess? (about 
650,000)

Tell students to open their magazines and allow as long 
as necessary for them to read the part of the article 
“Weird and Wonderful: from One Side of the US to 
the Other” that focuses on Portland. (before they start 
reading, make it clear that they should only read that 
part on Portland and not the part about the Great Lakes.)

Give feedback. Show students the pictures from 
HANDOUT A again and elicit correct answers.

saMple aNsWers:
•	 Portland residents often shop at farmers’ markets.

•	 Street food is very popular in Portland.

•	 Portland got its name from a coin toss, and the penny 
used for the toss is now displayed in a museum.

•	 Portland is famous for alternative fashion.

•	 Some people ride “tall bikes” – two or more bikes 
turned into one extra-tall bike.

•	 Portland is one of the best cities for cyclists. / 
Portland is very bike-friendly. / There is a famous bike 
festival called the Pedalpalooza in Portland.

•	 The area where Portland is built was originally 
the home of the Chinook (an indigenous people).

•	 There are a lot of hipsters/hipster cafes in Portland.

•	 The writer Chuck Palahniuk [ˈpɔːlənɪk] lives in 
Portland.

•	 The first Twilight movie was filmed in Portland.

Put students into pairs or small groups and distribute 
HANDOUT A. All the pictures show things that are 
somehow connected to the city of Portland. Give the 
pairs/groups a few minutes to discuss the things and try 
to come up with explanations of what the pictures show 
and how the things are connected to Portland. encourage 
creativity – tell the students that if they don’t know, they 
can make up as crazy explanations as they want. Tell 
them to use a range of phrases for guessing (I think it is…, 
I believe it is…, I think it could be…, I think it might be…, 
I guess it is…, Maybe it’s… My guess is it’s…)

Monitor the class. Then give feedback, going through 
the pictures one by one. Always ask for several different 
explanations.

lesson plan from one side of the us to the other
level: b1-b2 time: 45 MINUTeS 

lesson aims
students will:

•	 talk about places in the US and learn new facts about them
•	 practise guessing

topic: The USA

materials: Article “Weird and Wonderful: from One Side of the US to the Other”, CD, Handouts
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4 portland: wrap-up
Handout b

5 the great lakes: warm-up

7 listening: us Quiz
CD Track 6, Handout D

6 the great lakes: true or false?
Handout C, Magazine

4–8 mins
2 mins

6–8 mins6–10 mins

writing, speaking
speaking

speaking, listeningreading, speaking

pair work / group work

whole class

pair work / individual work

group work, individual work

Put students back in the original pairs/small groups and 
distribute HANDOUT b. Ask them to write down their 
answers. Give feedback and see if the answers are similar 
or different. Conclude what are the most popular, least 
popular, and funniest things about Portland.

Tell students that you are now going to move to a different 
part of the US and visit a natural landmark: the Great 
Lakes. Tell students to close their magazines and then 
ask them what they know about the Great Lakes.

(Sample answers: there are five of them, they are on 
the US-Canada border, they are freshwater lakes, they 
are the world’s largest group of freshwater lakes.)

Put students into pairs or let them 
work on their own and distribute 
HANDOUT D. Give them time to 
discuss the quiz questions and then 
play CD Track 7 with the correct 
answers. Give feedback.

correct aNsWers:
1 California is nicknamed 

“the Golden State” because of 
the Gold rush of 1849, when 
gold was discovered and a lot of 
people came there to try to find 
it and get rich. Another reason 
is that fields of golden poppies 
bloom there in the spring. 
Oregon is called “the beaver 
State” because the early settlers 
used to trap beavers and 
use them for their fur. Today, 
the beaver is the state animal 
and is protected.

2 Lake Superior is the largest of 
the Great Lakes, both in surface 
area and by volume. It covers 
82,000 square kilometres.

3 Lake Michigan is the only one 
of the Great Lakes that is 
entirely within the US. The other 
lakes also border the Canadian 
province of Ontario.

4 Mississippi and Washington 
are not part of the Great Lakes 
region. The state of Washington 
is in the Pacific Northwest, north 
of Oregon. Mississippi is located 
in the south-eastern region of 
the US, on the Gulf of Mexico.

Put students into groups (ideally different ones from before) and distribute 
HANDOUT C. Give a name to each group (e.g. Group A, Group b, etc.). Tell 
students to discuss the questions within their groups and to try to guess 
the answers without opening their magazines.

In the meantime, write the numbers of the questions on the board and next 
to them the names of the groups. The result should look something like this:

group a group B group c group d group e
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

When students have finished guessing, call them to the board to fill in 
the table with their group’s answers (write T or F). either one person from each 
group can fill in the answers for all the questions or more people can take part.

Then ask students to sit down again and open their magazines and read 
the article on the Great Lakes. When they have finished, read the questions 
one by one and ask for the correct answers. At the same time, mark 
the correct answers in the table on the board (for example by circling them – 
you can ask a student to do that for you).

At the end, announce the winner(s): the group(s) with the most correct answers.

correct aNsWers:
1 They were formed by glaciers. – true

2 All together, they are slightly smaller than the UK. – false (slightly bigger)

3 The first letters of their names spell the word HOMeS. – true

4 The Colorado river connects them to the Atlantic Ocean. – false 
(Saint Lawrence river)

5 There are thousands of shipwrecks at their bottoms. – true

6 They can cause snowstorms. – true

7 Pollution is no longer a serious problem in the lakes. – false (it is still 
a problem)

8 The water from the lakes is used as drinking water. – true

11
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handouts 

handout a
how are these things connected to portland?

12
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handout B

handout c

handout d

what do you like best about portland?

is there anything you don’t like very much about portland? what is it?

what is the funniest thing about portland mentioned in the article?

would you like to live in portland? why or why not?

are these facts about the great lakes true (t) or false (f)?

the Great lakes
 t f

1 They were formed by glaciers (= huge pieces of ice).  

2 All together, they are slightly smaller than the UK.  

3 The first letters of their names spell the word HOMeS.  

4 The Colorado river connects them to the Atlantic Ocean.  

5 There are thousands of shipwrecks at their bottoms.  

6 They can cause snowstorms.  

7 Pollution is no longer a serious problem in the lakes.  

8 The water from the lakes is used as drinking water.  

Us Quiz
here are some more facts about the places mentioned in the article. try to guess the answers and then listen to 
the solutions on the cd.

1 Oregon, the state where Portland is located, sits to the north of California. Which of these two states is 
nicknamed “the Golden State” and which one is “the beaver State”? Can you guess why? 

2 Which of the Great Lakes is the largest?

3 Of the five Great Lakes, only one is entirely in the US. Which one is it? Which Canadian province do the other four 
lakes border?

4 Parts of eight US states lie within the Great Lakes region. They are listed below, together with two states that 
are not part of the region. Can you identify those two?

Illinois

Indiana

Michigan

Minnesota

Mississippi

New York

Ohio

Pennsylvania

Washington

Wisconsin

13



Bridge novemBer 3/2019

the great Big crossword of the issue

the Basics across down

hints and tips

Answers go across (left to right) or 
down (top to bottom), starting in 
the numbered square for that clue. 
The numbers in brackets tell you 
how many letters are in the answer. 
(3, 3) means the answer is two 
3-letter words, (2–3) means it is two 
hyphenated words. Use one letter 
per square. Do NOT use any spaces or 
hyphens in the answers (for example, 
“tip-top shape” would be written 
“tiptopshape”). 

every answer in this puzzle is in 
the November 2019 issue of bridge, in 
one of these articles:

the Digital athletes

shawn Mendes profile

New Zealand teenager

Weird and Wonderful

The clues often contain a hint about 
where in the magazine you might 
find the answer. If you get stuck, your 
teacher can tell you which article you 
need to be searching.

read through all the clues before you 
start. Some are easier than others. 
Try working as a team. You have over 
40 answers to find and four articles 
to hunt through, so working together 
is probably the best way to do it.

Use a pencil so you can correct 
any mistakes. If two answers don’t 
fit together, one of them must be 
wrong. 

7. The first people to settle in New 
Zealand (5) 

8. (About work) 40 hours a week, 
usually (4-4) 

9. Unclean, esp with harmful 
chemicals (8) 

12. A plan, tactic or system to help 
one achieve a goal (8) 

13. Song words (6) 
15. vehicle for musicians on the road 

(4, 3) 
16. beer manufactory (7) 
17. The people living in a place (9) 
20. relaxed, chill (4-4) 
22. Compulsory area of study at 

school (4, 7) 
25. very lovely (8) 
29. Not connected to the internet (7) 
30. Fight Club author (5, 9) 
35. A competition for many teams or 

players (10) 
37. Areas for crops, food animals, 

etc. (8) 
38. One thousand million (7) 
40. Lazy, inactive person; a sofa 

vegetable! (5, 6) 
41. Life goals (9) 
42. Not in the same way (11) 
43. Wellington is the capital, but this 

city is the biggest in NZ (7) 
44. Admire greatly; worship (7) 

1. risking money on games, sports, 
etc. (8)

2. To do with the voice (5) 
3. A version of someone else’s song 

(5)
4. Stringed instrument (6) 
5. Action that gave Mr Pettygrove 

naming rights (4, 4) 
6. A huge, slowly moving mass of 

ice on land (7) 
9. Negative attitude based on 

established beliefs (9) 
10. Mega bicycle! (4, 4) 
11. Portland energy scheme – not as 

disgusting as it sounds (4-2-5) 
14. Large enclosed space for 

spectator sports (5) 
18. A first song, album, book, 

performance, etc. (5) 
19. A lot of pay for little effort (4, 5) 
21. enclosed area for practising 

baseball and softball (7, 4) 
23. Socialise, often while doing 

nothing in particular (4, 3) 
24. The best of the Great Lakes (by 

name, anyway) (8) 
26. Official lists of the best-selling 

singles or albums (6) 
27. A great place to buy stuff 

(but not in bre!) (8, 4) 
28. Will never leave your memory (13) 
31. Playing as a job (3, 6) 
32. Across the whole country (10) 
33. bird, fruit or NZ native (4) 
34. A learned or automatic (usually 

physical) reaction (6) 
36. Large water vehicle, now sunk (9) 
39. The (physical) strength to keep 

going (7) 

use the clues to solve the puzzle

solutions
across 7. Maori NZ, 8. full-time DA, 9. polluted 
WW, 12. strategy DA, 13. lyrics SM, 15. tour bus SM, 
16. brewery WW, 17. residents WW, 20. laid-back 
NZ, 22. core subject NZ, 25. gorgeous SM, 29. offline 
DA, 30. Chuck Palahniuk WW, 35. tournament DA, 
37. farmland NZ, 38. billion DA, 40. couch potato DA, 
41. ambitions SM, 42. differently DA, 43. Auckland NZ, 
44. idolise SM 

down 1. gambling WW, 2. vocal SM, 3. cover 
SM, 4. guitar SM, 5. coin toss WW, 6. glacier WW, 
9. prejudice NZ, 10. tall bike WW, 11. poop-to-power 
WW, 14. arena DA, 18. debut SM, 19. easy money DA, 
21. batting cage NZ, 23. hang out NZ, 24. Superior WW, 
26. charts SM, 27. shopping mall NZ, 28. unforgettable 
WW, 31. pro gaming DA, 32. nationwide NZ, 33. kiwi NZ, 
34. reflex DA, 36. shipwreck WW, 39. stamina SM

article keY: da = The Digital Athletes, sm = Shawn 
Mendes Profile, nz = New Zealand Teenager, 
ww = Weird and Wonderful

Bonus Joke: Sign language (because it is signed, not 
spoken…)
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1 2

3 4

5 6

7

8 9 10

11

12 13

14 15 16

17 18

19 20 21

22 23

24 25 26

27 28

29 30

31

32 33

34 35 36

37 38 39

40

41

42

43

44

Bonus riddle! 
fill in the letters in the grey squares to find the punchline to the joke.

?  Mandarin Chinese (1.1 billion speakers) and english (983 million speakers) are 
the most-spoken languages in the world. What is the least-spoken?

a: __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

the great Big crossword of the issue
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solutions

totez sweet (what links…?)
link: New Zealand. 

Ta moko is the traditional tattooing of the Maori, the first people of New Zealand 
(the picture shows Turumakina Duley, a ta moko artist, and his daughter Ashley). 

The kakapo is an endangered flightless parrot native to New Zealand. 

The All blacks, the New Zealand rugby team, famously perform a Maori dance 
called a haka before games. 

Peter Jackson’s epic adaptations of The Lord of the Rings and The Hobbit were 
filmed on location in New Zealand. 

The Hollywood actor russell Crowe, shown here in the movie Gladiator, is from New 
Zealand.

elizabeth II is the queen of New Zealand as well as of the UK, Canada, Australia, and 
a number of island nations.

totez sweet (sentence snake)
longest possiBle: We don’t have a good public transport system so it is very hard 
to get around and most people drive.

totez sweet (welcome to auckland)
1 lovers

2 1.6

3 third / a joint third

4 10

5 soil

6 sweet potato

7 narrowest

8 boat

9 Sails

10 2,000

talking turkey (turducken and other frankenwords)
task 2:

1 gooducken

2 turbaconducken

3 turduckenenduckenenen

4 Cthurkey

5 hotchken

strange world
Pyrosome 

1 happy

2 day

3 after

4 narrow

5 expensive

6 above

7 comedy

8 departure

the digital athletes

e A T I

S P v I T O

O N I L e N

r T S I

M I e D I

N A T N

r O e P P D U

M F r I H r T S

A S C Y

N N A H

e C O I P M F L

S C T A G O F I

P e T I N e N

O r O v P

S r P F O r

T O U r N M I e S S I

A M O N D P N O

e T T S T N e I T A U L A

G A r D I C A T e

I e S D e S

1 esports

2 invitation

3 eliminated

4 industry

5 championship

6 performance

7 spectators

8 tournament

9 strategies

10 dedication

11 improving

12 offline

13 professional

14 updates

“i played till my fingers Bled”
task 1: saw, race, shake, heard, asking, walked, come, doing, done, walk

weird and wonderful: from one side of the us to the other
1 327 million

2 48 (plus Alaska and Hawaii)

3 Washington DC; it is a unique district 
that is not in any state (borders 
Maryland and virginia)

4 biggest: Alaska (1.7 million km2, more 
than twice the size of no. 2, Texas), 
smallest: rhode Island (4,000 km2)

5 most populous: California (almost 
40 million people), least populous: 
Wyoming (578,000)

6a New York (8.4 million)

6B Denali in Alaska (6190.5 m; all 10 
of the US’s tallest mountains are in 
Alaska, while the tallest mountain 
in the lower 48 is Mount Whitney in 
California, at 4421 m)

6c The Missouri river (3,768 km; it 
joins the second-longest river, the 
Mississippi, which is 3,544 km)

6d Lake Michigan (57,757 km2; Lakes 
Superior and Huron are bigger, but both 
are partly in Canada). 

viral slang (dialogue) 
sample answers:

1 don’t act suspiciously / as if you’ve 
done something bad rYAN

2 secretly holding hands rYAN

3 she might be ignoring me eM

4 tell me all the details or we’ll have 
to guess rYAN

5 that was a cruel insult (bonus 
question: telling Ryan that he is 
not imaginative) rYAN

6 she loves (the singer) Halsey eM

7 you boast about a strange thing 
(bonus question: having sung like 
a donkey) rYAN

8 she did very well (bonus question: 
the karaoke performance) eM

9 I’m glad to see you happy / it’s 
great to see you happy rYAN

our world, our future
sample answers:

1 to cut carbon emissions

2 that she wants to build new roads

3 to email the mayor

4 information about other ways that 
fossil fuels affect the world/issues 
she is more likely to care about

5 because the fishing industry is 
important in that place

6 air quality, find some statistics 
about how air pollution affects 
public health, talk about 
how public transport is more 
environmentally friendly and more 
effective than cars, start a school 
strike

solutions from 
the magazine

talking turkey
1 makes

2 set

3 who

4 which/that

5 as

6 called/named

7 be/get/
become

8 by

9 gets/is

10 of

talking turkey, Bonfires 
and Blood

1 fourth

2 harvest

3 meeting their family, eating dinner 
/ turkey / a lot, watching Tv, 
watching (American) football

4 shopping / sales

5 November 5th

6 having public bonfires, watching 
fireworks, eating toffee apples

7 guys

8 blow up, the king

B1 reading: smog meringue

 

1C, 2b, 3A, 4A, 5b, 6A, 7b, 8A, 9A, 10C, 
11A, 12C, 13A, 14C, 15A

B1 reading: the hidden face 
of Ľudovít Štúr

14 D, 15 e, 16 I, 17 A, 18 C, 19 J, 20 F

B2 listening : emotional 
intelligence

14 – 5, 15 – 4, 16 – 2, 17 – 6, 18 – 1, 19 – 3, 
20 – X

mind Benders
Abigail – Holy Grail; Dylan – Oregon; 
Luis – rich Kid; Maria – Midnight Oil; 
Taylor – Hug

strange world
caption 2

It is a pyrosome, a colony of hundreds 
of thousands of millimetre-wide 
animals called “zooids”, all of which are 
clones. Pyrosomes can get very large – 
the biggest ever observed was more 
than 18 metres long. Some even glow.  

totez sweet
1 batting cage

2 assembly hall

3 kiwi

4 netball

5 to crochet

“i played till my fingers Bled”
1I, 2F, 3G, 4H, 5C, 6A, 7e, 8b, 9D

viral slang
“weird flex but ok” = That’s a strange 
thing to boast about, but if that’s what 
you’re proud of…

“that test? slayed it.” = I did very well 
in that test.

“come on – spill the tea.” = Tell me all 
the juicy details!

“we stan.” = We’re huge fans, we love it.

“call a medic, someone got burned!” = 
That was a very cruel and very accurate 
insult.

“lowkey in love with you.” = I’m 
secretly in love with you.

“she’s ghosting me.” = She’s ignoring all 
my texts, calls and DMs.

“that’s ode gucci!” = That’s incredibly 
cool.

“why’re you being so sus?” = Why are 
you acting as though you’re doing 
something bad?
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