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Discussion

What can you see in the pictures? 

Where were they taken?

What are the major cities in South 

Africa? How many can you name? 

Have you ever been to South Africa? 

If so, what did you see there? If not, 

what would you like to see there?

What is South Africa famous for? 

Do you know any famous people 

from South Africa? Do you recognise 

the man in the picture?

What are these objects 

connected with 

South Africa? 
Task

A

B

C

G-CARD-2020-04 SA.indd   2

30.1.2020   12:19:45

Jeden monat einmal im Jahr
1 lehrer-Set pro 15 abonnementS

JahreSabonnement

Anzahl der 
Ausgaben

Rabatt Lieferung
Kosten des Abonnements 

(enthält 10 Ausgaben)

1–14 0 % inklusive EUr 29

15 und mehr 30 % inklusive EUr 20

beStellunG

Über die Website: www.bphi.de/bestellung

BANKKONTO (EUR)
DE 2270 0700 2401 1445 0000

Per E-Mail: bestellung@bphi.de

Eine Lehrerheft mit zusätzlichen 
Übungen, Aktivitäten und 

Unterrichtsplänen

cD mit Übungen 
und hörspielen

Ein Bildungsposter

Eine zusätzliche Zeitschrift

04

C

Eine laminierte Bilderkarte

Ein Schuljahreskalender

2 Gate 08 2020



what’s 
inside

KEy to iConS

Listening on cD

Extra materials in the teachers’ file (tf)

4 uK Culture
Windsors or Losers?

6 traditions
An Easter calendar

8 profi le
the one to Watch: florence Pugh

10 american history
horses, herds and hats

12 travel
travels with Mariel: hong Kong

14 fun / Science
Stupid Questions with interesting Answers

16 Science
talking trees

18 fashion / traditions
Scottish Style

20 language
Everyday English: Sport

21 puzzle
Brain training

22 Sport
rough ride

24 music
New Music

26 fun / weird news
the Best Shower thoughts and April fool‘s Ads

27 language / pronunciation
homographs & homophones

28 test
Languagecert B1

Pretoria

01

02

03

04

Discussion
What can you see in the pictures? 

Where were they taken?What are the major cities in South 
Africa? How many can you name? 

Have you ever been to South Africa? 
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What can you see in the pictures? 
Where were they taken?What are the major cities in South 

Africa? How many can you name? 
Have you ever been to South Africa? 

If so, what did you see there? If not, 
what would you like to see there?What is South Africa famous for? Do you know any famous people 

from South Africa? Do you recognise 
the man in the picture?

Speaking card

teachers’ file

cD

April is here and that means Easter! What 
does this holiday mean to you? A day 
or two off  school is, of course, the most 
important thing, but it probably depends 
on which country you live in as Easter 
traditions are diff erent everywhere. 
You can fi nd out inside how Brits and 
Americans celebrate – would you swap 
your Easter for an English-speaking one? 
But it’s not all eggs and bunnies, we also 
meet one of Hollywood’s coolest stars, 
Florence Pugh, get to know more about 
the speedy sport of mountain biking, 
and travel to Hong Kong with Mariel. 
And there’s more! Talking plants, real-
life cowboys and tough men in kilts all 
feature, so we have lots for you to read.

The Gate team
P.S. We really hope you are healthy and 
not in quarantine, stay safe out there 
and keep washing your hands!

DEAR  READERS ,

did you know that the sport 
of rodeo developed from 
old cowboy practices? 

who were cowboys and what was their 
life like? read more in the article.
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Track 7CDA2–B1 UK CUltUrE ActivitiesTf

if you think of Britain, you probably think of the royal family. Whether Stuarts, 
Hanovers or Windsors, Britain has had one for hundreds of years. But what do they do? 
and what do British people really think of them? do they represent everything that is 
great about the United Kingdom, or are they simply rich people living in luxury?
liam peaCh (UK)

garden parties and sometimes giving 
people medals. They also fl y around the 
world to represent the UK abroad. Well, it’s 
a tough7 job, but someone has to do it.

royal finances
Did you know the Queen never carries any 
money? So there’s no point in asking her to 
lend you a fi ver8. Although she never carries 
any money, that certainly doesn’t mean 
she doesn’t have any. In fact the Queen 
alone is worth9 around £400 million, and 
the royal family as a whole is estimated10 
to be worth nearly £70 billion. So where 
does all this money come from? Most of it 
is inherited11 – places like Balmoral Castle 
in Scotland and Sandringham House in 
England have belonged to the House of 
Windsor* for generations, and they also 
own businesses and other buildings around 
the UK. However, the royals also get money 
from taxpayers12. They receive something 
called a sovereign grant, paid to them by 
the government. This is money for looking 
aft er royal residences13 (like Buckingham 
Palace, which doesn’t actually belong to 
the royal family), paying staff  and offi  cial 
entertainment. In 2019/2020 the sovereign 

grant was £82.4 million. That’s more than 
one pound from every single person in 
the UK.

Scandals
The royals are supposed to set a good 
example, so the rest of us know how to 
behave. However, royal behaviour is not 
always as good as it should be, and there 
have been plenty of scandals over the 
years. In 1936, King Edward VIII fell in love 
with an American. Shocking, I know. And 
not only was she American, she was also 
divorced. At the time, it was forbidden for 
the king to marry a divorced woman, so 
Edward abdicated14 – he chose love over 
being king and left  the royal family, with 
his brother George becoming king. There 
have been lots of aff airs15, most famously 
Prince Charles and Lady Diana both having 
lovers while married. And of course, the 
latest scandal has seen Prince Harry and 
his wife Megan leave the royal family 
completely, to try to have a life away from 
all the craziness. (A British royal marrying 
an American divorcee and leaving the royal 
family? Where have I heard that before?)

Windsors or Losers?

a tongue-in-Cheek* 
look at the royal 
family

offi  cial duties1

So what do the royals actually do? In the 
past it was mainly hunting2 and cutting off  
people’s heads, but times have changed. 
These days the royal family have** a lot of 
duties, but mainly waving3. And smiling. 
And sometimes, even waving and smiling. 
OK, OK, there is a bit more to it than that. 
The Queen is head of state. However, since 
the United Kingdom is a constitutional 
monarchy*, this is mostly a ceremonial4 
role. For example, the Queen opens new 
sessions of Parliament and meets the prime 
minister regularly and does a lot of work to 
represent the country. The royal family help 
the Queen in her offi  cial
duties. Mainly just
meeting a lot of
foreign leaders,
hosting5 luxurious
banquets6

and
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discuss

Do you like the British royal family? 
Who is your favourite member of the 
royal family? Why?

Why are the royals good for the UK? 
Do you agree with any of the people’s 
opinions?

Would you like to have a royal family in 
your country?

tongue-in-cheek – humorous, not 
meant to be taken seriously
constitutional monarchy – a type of 
government in which the power is in 
the hands of a democratically elected 
parliament and the monarch’s power 
is limited

Glossary

1 duty  [ˈdjuːti�]�–die Pfl icht 
2 to hunt  [hʌnt]�– jagen
3 to wave  [weɪv]�– winken
4 ceremonial  [serɪˈməʊniəl]�– formal
5 to host  [həʊst]�– veranstalten
6 banquet  [ˈbæŋkwɪt]�– das Bankett
7 tough  [tʌf]�– hart
8 fi ver  [ˈfaɪvə(r)]�– der Fünfer
9 to be worth  [wɜːθ]�– wert sein
10 to estimate  [ˈestɪmeɪt]�– schätzen
11 to inherit  [ɪnˈherɪt]�– erben
12 taxpayer  [ˈtækspeɪə(r)]�– 

der Steuerzahler
13 residence  [ˈrezɪdəns]�– 

die Residenz, der Sitz
14 to abdicate  [ˈæbdɪkeɪt]�– abdanken
15 aff air  [əˈfeə(r]�– die Aff äre
16 to raise the morale  [reɪz�məˈrɑːl]�– 

die Moral stärken
17 benefi t  [ˈbenɪfɪt]�– 

der Vorteil, der Vorzug
18 dignity  [ˈdɪɡnəti�]�– die Würde

Vocabulary

anything Positive?
Of course, there must be something 
positive about them, or the British royal 
family would have had the same problem 
as the French and Russian royal families. 
(Who is the king of France these days?) 
The Royals do a lot of work for diff erent 
charities, supporting over 2,000 of them in 
the UK and nearly 3,000 around the world. 
They have also been important in times of 
crisis in Britain. When London was bombed 
every night during the Second World War, 
George VI and his wife Elizabeth stayed in 
Buckingham Palace to show their support 
for the people of London. The palace was 
hit by German bombs nine times, and 
George and Elizabeth regularly visited 
parts of London that were worst damaged, 
raising the morale16 of Londoners and 
people across the UK. But the real benefi ts17 
of the royal family come from tourism. 

Until 1917, the House of Windsor was 
the House of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha. 
They changed the name to sound more 
English during the First World War.

Culture point

The writer uses a lot of irony in this 
text. Did you understand the part 
about the French king? Do you know 
what happened to the last French king, 
Louis XVI?

 language point

WHat do PEoPlE 
in tHE UK tHinK 
aBoUt tHE royal 
faMily? HErE arE 
a fEW oPinionS.

Windsors or Losers?

� e royal family is a big tourist 
attraction. We don’t have a Disneyland. 

— Richard

I am a fan. It plays a big role in 
representing the UK abroad, and at home 
its strength is that it is politically neutral, 

meaning the Royals are for all British 
people, no matter who you vote for. � ey 

can stand apart (= stranou) from the usual 
stupid arguments of political parties.

— Gareth

Having a royal family is a proud 
tradition for British people. It brings 

millions of people to the country. 
However, they cost the taxpayer a lot 

of money in security and holidays, 
so I'm worried there are more cons  

than pros (= záporů než kladů).
— Jess

People all over the world are fascinated 
by them and thousands of tourists come 
and pay to visit royal castles and palaces. 
It is estimated that this brings in around 
£500 million a year. For many people both 
at home and abroad, the royals represent 
many of the best things about the UK: 
tradition and dignity18. And being really 
good at waving.

**In BrE, collective nouns
like family can take

both plural and
singular verbs.

I like them, a bit of tradition. � eir 
faces look cool on mugs (= hrnky) 

and tea towels (= utěrky), too.
— Rob
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Maundy (or Holy) thursdayCHriStian Story This is the day 

of the Last Supper, when Jesus had dinner 

with his twelve apostles (followers). He also 

washed their feet as a symbol that no person is 

too important to help another person.
US This day is not oft en celebrated.

UK The Queen gives Maundy [ˈmɔːndi] money to 

British people at a diff erent church each year. The 

amount matches her age. For example, when she 

was 80 years old she gave 80 pence to 80 men and 

80 women.

good 
friday

CHriStian Story On this 

day, the Bible says that Jesus was 

crucifi ed  [ˈkruːsɪfaɪd
] (= his hands and feet 

were nailed6 to a wooden cross) and died.

US & UK Christians may go to church in the 

aft ernoon. Some people either fast (= don’t eat 

anything) or they don’t eat meat all day.

US Normal school and work day.

UK Public holiday. This day is also connected with 

baking and eating hot cross buns7, a sweet bun with 

a cross on top. There is also a British nursery rhyme8 

called “Hot Cross Buns”.

Lesson PlanTfTracks 1–6CD

an E
ast

er

Cale
ndar

auburn S
Call

o
n (U

S)

The fi rst time I spoke to my European friends 
about Easter, I was surprised to learn the 
specifi c names for so many diff erent days. In 
the US, where I grew up, Easter is not a public 
holiday1. It is more of a religious2 holiday for 
Christian3 families. Jewish4, Muslim, and atheist5 
Americans, for example, do not celebrate Easter. 
Most Americans learn the meaning of one day, 
Easter Sunday, and Christian families usually 
know the meaning of the other days.

Let’s have a look at what happens during the 
Easter week in English-speaking countries.

A2–B1 traditionS

task 1 Do you know the names of 
the days of Easter in German?

ONE SPECIAL SUNDAY

OR A WEEK OF

TRADITIONS?

The fi rst time I spoke to my European friends 
about Easter, I was surprised to learn the 
specifi c names for so many diff erent days. In 
the US, where I grew up, Easter is not a 
holiday
Christian
Americans, for example, do not celebrate Easter. 

ONE SPECIAL SUNDAY

OR A WEEK OF

TRADITIONS?
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Holy 
(or Black) 
Saturday

CHriStian Story This is 
a quiet day for many Christians, 

thinking about when Jesus was still 
dead. It is also the last day of Lent9.

US & UK Normal weekend day.

Easter 
Monday

CHriStian Story  
The Christian Bible does not say 

anything about Easter Monday.

US & UK British children may play a game of 
rolling12 eggs down a hill. In the US, this game 

only happens on the lawn of the White House 
(where the US president lives and works) with a few 

lucky children who aren’t at school.

US Normal school and work day.

UK Public holiday in England, Wales, and Northern 
Ireland (but not in Scotland).

Easter 
Sunday

CHriStian Story Christians 
believe that Jesus was resurrected 

 [rezəˈrektɪd] (= came back to life) on 
Easter Sunday.

US & UK This is the main day for Easter 
celebrations. It’s popular to have an egg hunt in 

the yard, with children searching for painted hard-
boiled10 eggs or chocolate eggs. Many Christian 
families wear their best clothes and go to church.

US Many Christian children also receive an 
Easter basket11 filled with gifts and candy from 
the Easter Bunny.

1 public holiday �[pʌblɪk�ˈhɒlədeɪ]�– 
der Staatsfeiertag

2 religious  [rɪˈlɪdʒəs]�– religiös
3 Christian  [ˈkrɪstʃən]�– christlich
4 Jewish  [ˈdʒuːɪʃ]�– jüdisch
5 atheist  [ˈeɪθiɪst]�– atheistisch
6 to nail  [neɪl]�– nageln, schlagen
7 bun  [bʌn]�– das Milchbrötchen
8 nursery rhyme  [ˈnɜːsəri�raɪm]�– 

der Kinderreim
9 lent  [lent]�– die Fastenzeit
10 hard-boiled  [hɑːd�bɔɪld]�– hart gekocht
11 basket  [ˈbɑːskɪt]�– der Korb, das Körbchen
12 to roll  [rəʊl]�– rollen

Vocabulary

US UK

Maundy Thursday

Good Friday

Holy Saturday

Easter Sunday

Easter Monday

2 fasting 3 egg hunt

4 playing a game of pushing eggs on the ground

5 giving money to people in church

task 2 Put the activity with the correct country 
and the day in the Easter calendar.

1 baking Easter pastry

→ SolutionS online at www.bphi.de
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A2–B1 ProfilE

t h e  o n e  t o  W a t c h

florence Pugh
Karen Cryer (UK)

“The women I’m attracted 
to playing I hope will mean 

something to someone.”

“I’ve been told to be skinny 
before – it’s already happened, 
but it’s up to you to either listen 

or say no. I’m not listening.”

8 Gate 08 2020



The British actress, 
Florence Pugh 
 [pjuː], is quickly 
becoming one of 
the most famous young stars on the 
big screen. At only 24 years old, she 
already has an impressive1 CV2 and 
was nominated for an Oscar earlier 
this year. Her on-screen presence3 
and ability to play a wide variety4 of 
characters has made her “the one 
to watch”. Let’s take a look at the 
life, talent and upcoming projects of 
Florence Pugh.

a role Model
When she was younger, Florence 
had the opportunity to make a TV 
show in Hollywood. But, after she 
got the part, they wanted her to 
lose weight, making her wonder if 
acting was the right career for her. 
Florence then realised she could 
represent women in an inspiring way. 
After Lady Macbeth (where she had 
a nude11 scene), she knew she didn’t 
have to change anything about her 
appearance and this confidence12 

shows in all the characters she plays.

Showing talent Early
Florence grew up in Oxford, England, 
and is the second youngest of four 
children. Her family is creative – her 
mother is a dancer, and her older 
brother and sister are also both actors. 
In fact, her childhood hero was her 
brother, who began acting when he 
was 16. Florence’s first performance 
was playing Mary in a nativity play* at 
school. She made the audience laugh 
and from then she was hooked5.

She made her first film when she 
was only 17. It was a thriller called 
The Falling, in which she appeared with 
Maisie Williams (Arya Stark in Game of 
Thrones). But it was two years later, in 
2016, when critics and audiences really 
started to notice her. Starring in the 
disturbing6 Lady Macbeth, Florence 
played the role of a young bride in 
an unhappy marriage perfectly. She 
won a British Independent Film Award 
for her performance. Not bad for 
a twenty-year-old.

Beyond the Big Screen
Most people recognise Florence from 
her films, but she has also worked in 
television. In the suspenseful7 2016 
British crime drama Marcella she 
played one of the murderer’s victims8 

and in the modernised television 
movie King Lear Florence was amazing 
as Cordelia, the youngest of King 
Lear’s daughters. In The Little Drummer 
Girl, a series from 2018, she starred as 
an actress hired to spy on9 terrorists. 
Although her co-stars10 were well-
known talents, she stole the show*.

1 impressive  [ɪmˈpresɪv]�– beeindruckend
2 CV, curriculum vitae  [kəˌrɪkjələm�ˈviːtaɪ]�– 

der Lebenslauf
3 presence  [ˈprezəns]�– der Auftritt 
4 variety  [vəˈraɪəti]�– die Skala
5 to be hooked  [hʊkt]�– Blut geleckt haben
6 disturbing  [dɪˈstɜːbɪŋ]�– verstörend
7 suspenseful  [səˈspensfəl]�– spannend
8 victim  [ˈvɪktɪm]�– das Opfer
9 to spy on  [spaɪ]�– ausspionieren
10 co-star  [ˈkəʊ�stɑː(r)]�– der Starkollege
11 nude  [njuːd]�– nackt
12 confidence  [ˈkɒnfɪdəns]�– das Selbstbewusstsein
13 to keep sb gripped  [ɡrɪpt]�– jmdn. fesseln
14 supporting role  [səˈpɔːtɪŋ�rəʊl]�– die Nebenrolle
15 much-anticipated  [ænˈtɪsɪpeɪtɪd]�– 

mit Spannung erwartet
16 stunt  [stʌnt]�– der Stunt
17 raw  [rɔː]�– rau

Vocabulary

nativity play – a play about the birth of Jesus 
Christ performed by children at Christmas
to steal the show – to become the main star, 
to get the most attention
BAFTA – British Academy of Film and 
Television Arts
franchise – a series of films featuring the 
same characters

Glossary

task
Find in the text.

→ SolutionS in the tf

1

2

3

4

5

the first character she ever played

a name of a Shakespeare play

the setting of the movie Midsommar

the name of her co-star from Black Widow

the name of the award she won at age 20

2019: the Biggest year 
So far
Last year, Florence continued to show 
her acting talent in Midsommar and 
Little Women. Midsommar showed her 
in a starring role as a young woman 
who joins her boyfriend on a trip to 
a festival in Sweden. Everything seems 
normal, but then things start to get 
very dark and Florence’s performance 
is perfect, keeping the audience 
gripped13 the whole way through.

At the end of 2019 the film Little 
Women, based on the novel by Louisa 
May Alcott, was released. The story 
has already been adapted into five 
films, so you might wonder why they 
made another one. 
Well, we’re glad they 
did! The director, 
Greta Gerwig (who 
directed the popular 
independent film 
Lady Bird), brings 
the story of the 
four March sisters 
to life. Florence 
plays the youngest, 
Amy, and she was 
nominated this 
year for a BAFTA* 
and an Oscar, both 
for Best Actress 
in a Supporting 
Role14, because of 
her performance 
in the film.

the only Way is Up
So what’s next for Florence Pugh? 
Well, this year we will see Florence 
in her biggest role so far, starring 
alongside Scarlett Johansson in 
Black Widow. Florence plays Black 
Widow’s “sister” and trained killer 
Yelena Belova, in this action-
packed Marvel film, so we will see 
her change again into a completely 
different character. The much-
anticipated15 film is not just stunts16 
and fight scenes though. Florence 
says the film is “very raw17” and 
“very beautiful”. We can’t wait to 
see what this chameleon-like actor 
brings to the Marvel franchise*!

9Gate 08 2020



A2–B1 aMEriCan HiStory

coWBoY 
life

Howdy partner!
the cowboy is one of 
the greatest symbols 
of american culture, 
but what actually is 

a cowboy? When you 
think of one, what image 

comes to mind?
marK wheeler (US)

Although, all of these men, and sometimes
women, are stereotypical4 characters of the
American Old West (or Wild West), in fact only the
last one is actually a cowboy. The expert shooter from
option A is a gunslinger5. And B is a soldier from the American army.
A cowboy might seem like a strange symbol of American culture: His life was
hard and dirty. What did cowboys actually do and where did they come from?

CoWBoy HiStory
Cowboys have been in North and 
South America since the 17th century, 
when the Spanish brought cattle6 
to areas that are now Argentina, 
Mexico and the United States. 
Of course, they were not called 
cowboys then. They were called 
vaqueros, from the Spanish vaca, 
which means cow. These vaqueros 
started most of the things we 
associate with cowboys. They had to 
watch and control groups of cows, 
a job also called herding7. Naturally, 
they couldn’t do all the running 
around themselves, and that’s why 
horses became necessary. Horses 
allowed the vaqueros to keep up 
with8 these large herds and ride 
quickly aft er lost or frightened cows. 
They put saddles9 and stirrups10 
on the horses, used lassos and 
wore large wide-brimmed11 hats 
to protect themselves against the 
sun and rain. English-speaking 
Americans in Texas and California 
picked up these Spanish traditions.

HorSES, 
HErdS

and HatS

A tough hero in a big hat, vest1 
and boots, standing opposite 
an unshaven2 man dressed in 
black, both of them with hands 
waiting at their sides, ready to 
reach for their revolvers and 
shoot each other down?

a

A man in a blue uniform 
with a rifl e3, fi ghting off  
Native Americans?

B

A tired, dirty man on 
a horse leading thousands 
of cows across fl at land 
under an orange sky?

C
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1 vest  [vest]�– die Weste
2 unshaven  [ʌnˈʃeɪvn]�– unrasiert
3 rifle  [ˈraɪfl]�– das Gewehr
4 stereotypical  [steriəˈtɪpɪkl]�– 

stereotyp, klischeehaft
5 gunslinger  [ˈɡʌnslɪŋə(r)]�– der Revolverheld
6 cattle  [ˈkætl]�– das Rindvieh
7 to herd, herd  [hɜːd]�– hüten, die Herde
8 to keep up with sb – mit jmdm. mithalten, 

Schritt halten
9 saddle  [ˈsædl]�– der Sattel
10 stirrup  [ˈstɪrəp]�– der Steigbügel
11 wide-brimmed  [waɪd-brɪmd]�– breitkrempig
12 railroad car –  der Waggon
13 supplies  [səˈplaɪz]�– die Vorräte
14 barber  [ˈbɑːbə(r)]�– der Barbier
15 settler of arguments  [ˈsetlə(r)�ˈɑːɡjumənts]�– 

der Streitschlichter
16 theft  [θeft]�– der Diebstahl
17 to rope  [rəʊp]�– mit dem Lasso einfangen
18 to tame  [teɪm]�– zähmen
19 to wrestle  [ˈresl]�– (nieder)ringen
20 rewarding  [rɪˈwɔːdɪŋ]�– lohnend
21 toughness  [ˈtʌfnəs]�– die Härte

Vocabulary

ranch – a big farm where cows, sheep 
and other animals are kept

Glossary

CoWS on tHE MovE
After the end of the Civil War, the 
number of cowboys in the US grew. 
Especially in Texas, huge open ranches* 
were filled with thousands of cattle 
owned by rich ranchers. It was the 
cowboys’ job to both look after these 
cattle and to move them to areas where 
they could be put into railroad cars12 
for transport to cities. The movement 
of these cows (to sometimes very far-
away places) was called a cattle drive.

tHE tEaM: CoWBoyS, 
CooKS and WranglErS
A normal cattle drive moved about 
3,000 cows. About 10–15 cowboys were 
needed to watch 3,000 cows for 24 
hours a day. They were led by a cowboy 
with a lot of experience called a trail 
boss. The team also included a cook, 
who drove a big wagon loaded with 
food and supplies13. The cook was 
not just a cook but was also the 
team’s medical man, barber14, banker 
(he carried the money) and settler of 
arguments15. A pretty important guy, 
you could say.

This group of cowboys also had 
a special cowboy called a wrangler, 
whose job it was to look after the 
extra horses – on a long cattle drive 

each cowboy usually had three or 
four horses. Cowboys had to watch 
the herd for 24 hours a day to protect 
them from stampedes (when a group 
of cows runs and makes other cows run 
too), theft16 and attacks from Native 
Americans. This was a long, dirty, and 
hard job, but cowboys sang songs and 
told stories around the campfires at 
night and were paid when they reached 
their destination. After long months on 
horseback, they could finally go to town 
and spend their hard-earned money.

CoWBoyS noWadayS
Though there are not nearly so many 
cowboys today, they do still exist. 
Because ranch cowboys worked so hard 
and developed such difficult, unusual 
skills – like roping17 cattle, taming18 
wild horses and wrestling19 bulls to the 
ground – many wanted to use these 
skills in a way that was easier (though 
still dangerous) and more rewarding20. 
The sport of rodeo developed from 
these skills and cowboys still compete 
in rodeo fairs across the United States. 
And as well as rodeos, there are still 
many large ranches in the United 
States, Canada, Mexico, Australia, and 
throughout Central and South America 
which need the special combination of 
skill and toughness21 that has always 
defined the cowboy.

In the 1860s cowboys were a mixed group: former soldiers and 
immigrants who had just learned to ride; there were Native American 
cowboys and African-Americans, and Mexican vaqueros.

A vaquero is a _______________ word 

for a ____________ .
1

Looking after animals and controlling 

them on wide spaces is called 

____________ .

2

To catch a cow, cowboys had to use 

a type of rope called a ____________ .
3

On cattle drives cowboys moved cows 

from big farms called, ____________ , to 

the railway or far away places.

4

The person with most responsibilities 

on a cattle drive was the ____________ .
5

A wrangler was a person who took care 

of extra ____________ .
6

Among the skills the cowboys had to 

learn and that later became a part 

of rodeo were wrestling bulls to the 

____________ .

7

task Complete the sentences with the 
correct words from the article.

→ SolutionS in the tf
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Hong Kong
Blog #7

A2–B1 travEl Track 8CD

From Beijing, my dad and I continued our Asian trip in Hong Kong, formally 
called the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the People‘s Republic 

of China (HKSAR). Once again, we tried to explore this city and region in three 
days. Traveling to China’s southern coast in the middle of November, we went 
from the cool autumn of Beijing to the heat and humidity1 of Hong Kong. With 
its thick air and crowded atmosphere (it’s one of the most densely populated2 

places in the world), Hong Kong made an impression3 from the start.

mariel taVaKoli (US)

Hong Kong’s Past 
and Present
Hong Kong has a long history 
that goes back to 220 BC when 
it was controlled by China. 
Now Hong Kong is part of the 
People‘s Republic of China, but 
did you know that the city was 
a colony of the United Kingdom 
for 99 years? From 1898 to 1997, 
the UK ruled4 all of Hong Kong 
based on an agreement between 
China and the United Kingdom. 
Then, at midnight on June 30th 
1997, Hong Kong once again 
became part of China. As a result, 
Hong Kong has a complicated 
position. During the time of British 
rule, the city became a big center 
for global business. Now, the 
city and its people have to bring 
together this unique history and 
its connection to modern China.

ActivitiesTf
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New Territories

Kowloon

Hong Kong Island

HONG KONG

Lantau Island

Cd task

Listen to a recording about dumplings in Hong 
Kong. Exercise in the TF.

task Can you correct the mistakes 
in these sentences?

→ SolutionS in the tf

2 Kowloon is home to Hong 
Kong’s government.

1 Hong Kong belonged 
to Britain until 1999.

3
Mariel travelled by metro 
and escalator to see the 
Tian Tan Buddha statue.

4 In 2014 students occupied the Hong 
Kong Polytechnic University campus.

5 Now the relationship between China 
and Hong Kong is much better.

1 humidity  [hjuːˈmɪdəti�]�– die Feuchtigkeit
2 most densely populated 

 [ˈdensli�ˈpɒpjuleɪtɪd]�– am dichtesten besiedelt
3 to make an impression  [ɪmˈpreʃn]�– 

beeindrucken
4 to rule  [ruːl]�– beherrschen
5 peak  [piːk]�– die Bergspitze, der Gipfel
6 harbour  [ˈhɑːbə(r)]�– der Hafen
7 resident  [ˈrezɪdənt]�– der Einwohner
8 to haggle  [ˈhæɡl]�– feilschen
9 stall  [stɔːl]�– die Marktbude, der Verkaufsstand
10 cable car  [ˈkeɪbl�kɑː(r)]�– die Seilbahn
11 infl uence  [ˈɪnfl�uəns]�– der Einfl uss
12 election  [ɪˈlekʃn]�– Wahl-
13 alleged  [əˈledʒd]�– vermeintlich
14 trial  [ˈtraɪəl]�– das Gerichtsverfahren, 

der Prozess
15 to withdraw  [wɪðˈdrɔː]�– zurücknehmen
16 tense  [tens]�– gespannt

Vocabulary

one City, 
three areas
In our three days of 
sightseeing we tried to 
visit all three major areas 
of Hong Kong: Hong 
Kong Island, Kowloon 
and the New Territories.

Kowloon Across Victoria 
Harbour is Kowloon. This area of 
Hong Kong feels just as crowded, 
but with a more local energy. 
More than 2 million people live in 
Kowloon and 94% are Cantonese, 
the largest ethnic group in 
southern China. We walked 
through the famous Ladies’ Market 
and Flower Market. Both were full 
of people, selling and haggling8 for 
the best prices. Yet in the middle 
of all the craziness, I remember 
seeing small children sitting in their 
family’s stalls9, peacefully doing 
their homework.

Hong Kong island
On our fi rst day, we enjoyed 
the views of the city by taking 
the Peak5 Tram to Victoria Peak 
on Hong Kong Island. From the 
highest hill of the island (552m), 
it was possible to see the Victoria 
harbour6 and to look down 
at the buildings and streets 
of the city below. Hong Kong 
Island’s Central District is home to 
the city’s government and business 
district, with lots of skyscrapers 
and international offi  ces. Then 
you can get to the Mid-Levels 
neighborhood, where many rich 
and international residents7 live, 
by the longest outdoor escalator 
system in the world (800m).

Protests: 2014 and 2019 When we were in 
Hong Kong in 2014, the Central District was occupied by student 
protesters. They were protesting against the infl uence11 of the 
Chinese Communist Party on Hong Kong’s democratic election12 
process. During our visit, we had the opportunity to walk through 
the protest camp only weeks before the police cleared the area. 
I was shocked to see all of the students and protesters sitting in 
the city of tents, planning and organizing their next move.

In 2019, Hong Kong was again the center of more protests, this 
time on the Hong Kong Polytechnic University campus. The 
protests were against a new law that would allow alleged13 

criminals to be taken to China for trial14. Even when the law was 
withdrawn15, the protests continued. On November 24th, the 
election of many pro-democracy candidates showed widespread 
support for the protesters. The relationship between Hong Kong 
and China continues to be tense16, and the future unsure.

lantau island Finally 
we took a one-day trip to Lantau 
Island, which is part of the New 
Territories. Here we saw Tian Tan 
Buddha, a large bronze statue of 
Buddha sitting on a lotus throne. 
First, we traveled by metro and 
then by cable car10. As we looked 
out the window, the Buddha was 
fully hidden in fog. Only when 
we got closer and climbed the 
268 steps, did we get to see the 
34-meter Big Buddha.

13Gate 08 2020



What if 
the world 
was really 
flat?

Climbing onto the roof2 of a speeding train is an action movie 
favourite. What would it be like in reality?

Imagine standing inside a train going from Berlin to Munich. No 
problem, right? That’s because you, the train and the air inside 
the train are all travelling at the same speed. Now imagine holding 
onto the outside. You and the train are still travelling at the same 
speed, but the air is staying still while the train smashes3 through 
it at about 160 km/h. That means you’re basically standing in 
a 160 km/h wind. It’s not impossible, but, well, don’t let go4.

In the movie Blade, Wesley Snipes grabs5 on to the back of 
a moving subway train to escape from vampires. What if you tried 
that? The train is going at the maximum speed of a New York 
subway train (55 mph, around 88km/h). In this scenario, you go 
from 0–88 km/h in a tiny part of a second. Your physics teacher 
will tell you that force6 equals7 mass8 times acceleration9. So if you 
normally weigh around 60 kilograms, the force in that moment 
will be about 25kN – and holding your own weight would be like 
trying to hold about 2.5 tonnes (about the weight of a large SUV*).

Good luck.

Some people believe the world is fl at. A 
couple of years ago, one American man 
even planned to shoot himself into space 
in a homemade rocket to show it (his 
plan was cancelled at the last minute). 
But would a fl at earth even be possible?

The Earth, the other planets and stars 
are all balls because of gravity. Anything 
really massive slowly changes into 
a ball. If we rolled our Earth out fl at, 

(with time) it would change back into 
a ball again. So for a fl at Earth to stay 
fl at, it needs to be a lot less massive. 
But how much less?

The biggest object we know that is 
not shaped like a ball is the asteroid 
Pallas. Even Pallas is not fl at (it’s sort 
of potato-shaped). So let’s start by 
imagining a Pallas-sized Earth.

Now we can roll the planet out fl at and 
(maybe) it won’t simply change back into 
a ball because of gravity. Unfortunately, 
gravity is kind of important. This much-less-
massive fl at earth now has less than 2 % of 
our Earth’s gravity. Without gravity the air 
will boil off 1 into space. The fl at planet fl oats 
through the galaxy, cold and dead. What do 
you think about that?

WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF...?
“there are no stupid questions,” they say. 
it’s not true, of course; there are lots of stupid 
questions (“Can i eat your ice cream?”, for 
example). But sometimes a question that sounds 
stupid can have quite an interesting answer.

We Answer the Questions You’ve Never asked

paul farrinGton-douGlaS (UK)

B1 fUn & SCiEnCE

14 Gate 08 2020

Climbing onto the
favourite. What would it be like in reality?

Imagine standing inside a train going from Berlin to Munich. No 
problem, right? That’s because you, the train and the air inside 
the train are all travelling at the same speed. Now imagine holding 
onto the outside. You and the train are still travelling at the same 
speed, but the air is staying still while the train 
it at about 160 km/h. That means you’re basically standing in 
a 160 km/h wind. It’s not impossible, but, well, 

In the movie 
a moving subway train to escape from vampires. What if you tried 
that? The train is going at the maximum speed of a New York 
subway train (55 mph, around 88km/h). In this scenario, you go 
from 0–88 km/h in a tiny part of a second. Your physics teacher 
will tell you that 
normally weigh around 60 kilograms, the force in that moment 
will be about 25kN – and holding your own weight would be like 
trying to hold about 2.5 tonnes (about the weight of a large SUV*).

Good luck.



What if you had 
as much gold as 
Scrooge McDuck?

There’s quite a lot of information on 
the internet: websites, everything 
stored10 “in the cloud”, all of Wikipedia 
and YouTube and Facebook and so 
much more. Calculating “the size of the 
internet” is basically impossible, but 
data experts say the total is at least 10 
trillion gigabytes.

How will we back it up? We could save 
it to DVDs, perhaps. A double-sided DVD 

can hold 9.4 GB of data, so we’d need 
more than a trillion DVDs. A DVD is 1.2 
millimetres thick and 120 millimetres 
across. That’s a big DVD collection – it 
would make a stack11 around 1,276,600 
kilometres high.

The stack wouldn’t last more than 
a second, though. A DVD weighs about 
15 grams, so the million-kilometre 
stack would weigh about 1,595,744,700 

kilograms. The lowest parts would 
collapse into a pile of broken DVDs 
hundreds of metres high. Most of the 
DVDs would reach into space and be 
pulled apart by gravitational forces. 
Billions of DVDs would fall to Earth, 
burning as they fell through the 
atmosphere.

It could be quite pretty.

SUV – a sports utility vehicle 
(= das / der SUV / Sportgeländewagen)

Glossary

→ SolutionS online at www.bphi.de

What would happen if the world was fl at? 
What conditional is that? Complete the 
sentences with the correct verb form.

task

3 How _______________ it _______________ (feel), 
if you _______________ (fall) into a black hole?

2 If you _______________ (have) as much gold as Scrooge 
McDuck, the world _______________ (go) into crisis.

1 If the world _______________ (be) fl at, it 
_______________ (look) like a pancake. 

Bill Gates. Jeff  Bezos. Queen Elizabeth II. They’re 
all rich, but none is as rich as Disney’s Scrooge 
McDuck. He goes swimming in gold.

Scrooge’s “money pool” is 35 metres long and 26 
metres wide, and the gold is about 27 metres deep. 
Of course, there is some empty space between the 
coins (roughly 45 % is probably empty space). That 
means McDuck’s pool contains roughly 13,500 m3 of 
gold, weighing around 260,000,000 kilograms.

So let’s imagine that the gold is suddenly all yours. According to the 
World Gold Council, there are about 187,200,000 kilograms of gold 
in the world (and another 57,000,000 kilograms in the ground), so 
you now own all the gold in the world. The gold reserves12 in banks 
around the world will disappear into your pocket. Gold costs around 
$43,600 per kilogram, so that gold is worth over ten trillion dollars. 
That’s more than 10 per cent of all the money in the world. Banks 
and whole countries will go into economic crisis.

A lot of gold is used in electronics, too. Now that you 
have all the gold, everything from mobile phones to 
computers to hospital equipment will stop working.

Congratulations. You are the apocalypse.

1 to boil off   [stɔː(r)]�– verdampfen
2 roof  [ruːf]�– das Dach
3 to smash  [smæʃ]�– rasen
4 to let go – etw. loslassen
5 to grab  [stɔː(r)]�– sich festhalten, 

sich festklammern
6 force  [fɔːs]�– die Kraft
7 to equal  [ˈiːkwəl]�– gleich sein
8 mass  [mæs]�– die Masse
9 acceleration  [əkˌseləˈreɪʃn]�– 

die Beschleunigung
10 to store  [stɔː(r)]�– speichern
11 stack  [stæk]�– der Stoß, der Stapel
12 reserve  [rɪˈzɜːv]�– die Reserve

Vocabulary
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A2–B1 SCiEnCE

talking trees
Some people think that 
plants grow better if you 
talk to them. a few even 
believe the plants talk 
back and that we just 
don’t understand. it’s silly, 
right? Well, yes and no. 
Plants don’t listen or talk 
to us, but they do “talk” 
and “listen” to each other.
paul farrinGton-douGlaS (UK)

Track 9CD

PEOPLE ARE
REALLY SILLY!

OH, OUR POOR 
LEAFY COUSIN 
OVER THERE!

BUT
HE DOESN'T 

NEED TO WORRY 
ABOUT WATER, 

THEY TAKE CARE 
OF HIM

fighting talk
We all know that plants have ways to fi ght 
off  enemies. Some have thorns4 or stings5, 
and many are poisonous – they produce 
their own pesticides*. But thorns and 
stings don’t help against insect attackers, 
and pesticides are “expensive”: making 
chemical weapons6 uses energy and food 
that plants would rather use for growing. 
For this reason, many plants don’t make 
them all the time. They start to do it only 
when their leaves get damaged.

What’s interesting is that they also “tell” 
other plants to do the same. When they 
start up their chemical weapons factories, 
molecules get released into the air. Nearby 
plants detect7 these chemicals. They 
“know” that it means danger, and start 
making their own pesticides, too.

This can even cross between species8. 
When the leaves of a plant called sagebrush 
(= pelyněk) are damaged, it fi lls the air with 
a chemical that insects don’t like. Tomato 
plants and tobacco plants nearby detect 
this chemical and start making their own 
anti-insect poisons. In another example, 
insect attacks on cucumber plants can 
“switch on” pesticide production in nearby 
chili peppers and lima beans.

The idea that plant communication 
might be a real thing appeared 
in the 1980s. Scientists already 
knew that things like attacks by 
insects could change the way 
some trees grow. They also knew 
that sometimes the same changes 
happened on their own. They 
started to wonder: were these 
changes happening because other 
trees were being attacked? Could 
the trees be communicating with 
each other?

the littlest Words
It didn’t seem possible. Plants are 
just there. They don’t think or 
move or feel pain. They certainly 
couldn’t be talking. I mean, how 
would that even be possible?

We now know that plants 
do communicate, mostly by 
producing molecules that travel 
through the air or soil1. Perhaps 
it shouldn’t have been a surprise. 
The smells of fl owers are chemical 
signals to attract2 insects, and 
that’s a kind of communication, 
too. Plant communication, it turns 
out3, is everywhere.

chemical signals

touch

Basic Plant Communication

messages from roots



1 soil  [sɔɪl]�– die Erde
2 to attract  [əˈtrækt]�– anlocken
3 to turn out – sich herausstellen
4 thorn  [θɔːn]�– der Dorn
5 sting  [stɪŋ]�– der Stachel
6 weapon  [ˈwepən]�– die Waff e
7 to detect  [dɪˈtekt]�– erkennen
8 species  [ˈspiːʃiːz]�– die Art, die Arten
9 air strike  [ˈeə�straɪk]�– der Luftangriff 
10 aphid  [ˈeɪfɪd]�– die Blattlaus
11 sap  [sæp]�– der Saft
12 to lay eggs  [leɪ]�– Eier legen
13 to hatch  [hætʃ]�– schlüpfen
14 crop  [krɒp]�– die Feldfrucht
15 fungi  [ˈfʌŋɡaɪ]�– die Pilze
16 allies  [ˈælaɪz]�– die Verbündeten

Vocabulary

pesticide – any chemical used to kill an attacking species; 
pesticides include insecticides (which kill insects), 
fungicides (fungi), herbicides (plants) and many others.

Glossary

task Decide if the following 
sentences are true or false. 
Correct the false ones.

→ SolutionS in the tf

2 Plants communicate by 
producing molecules.

1 Plants listen and talk to us.

3 Plants make pesticides when 
their roots are damaged.

4 Parasitic wasps are 
natural enemies of aphids.

5 Scientists have produced spinach 
plants that can make explosives.

Cd task

Listen to a recording about another type 
of plant communication and complete 
the notes.

Some plants send ____________ 
between their roots.1

Thin fungi15 around the roots 
____________ the plants like 
internet ____________ .

2

When scientists broke the fungi 
between some, the ones still 
connected fought against the 
____________ .

3

The fungi have a special 
____________ with the 
plants. They are allies16 in the 
____________ against aphids.

4

PLANTS,
I'M COMING!

Uses in technology
These kinds of plant communication are 
not just cool. They may have practical 
uses, too. Farmers may be able to use 
them to make crops14 safer from insects. 
Think about making tomatoes safer 
from insect attack by using the warning 
signals from sagebrush leaves, for 
example, instead of spraying the plants 
with chemicals.

Even more advanced uses might be 
possible with genetic engineering. As we 
now know, plants can detect chemicals in 
the air and soil, then send signals to other 
plants. With genetic engineering, we 

Does it sound like science fi ction? 
Engineers at the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology have already made 
spinach plants that can detect molecules 
from explosives. The future is here.

could “hack” this ability. Imagine a plant 
that could detect diseases or pollution in 
soil or water, then send out a chemical 
message in the air to tell us about it.

The eggs then
hatch13, and the
wasp larvae
eat the aphids
from the inside.
Nice, eh?

It’s a pretty
good trick for the plants.
Why do you need to fi ght
if someone else will do it
for you? In fact, it’s such
a good trick that lots of plants
use it. The lovely smell of fresh-cut grass,
for example, is a chemical signal to
attract parasitic wasps. How romantic.

Call in an air Strike9

As any government knows, having your 
own military power is good, but having 
strong friends is even better. Some plants 
don’t just make their own chemical 
weapons. They call for help from 
animals, too.

Everyone who has a garden has seen 
plants covered in aphids10. These are 
little vampire insects that attack plants 
and drink their blood (plant “blood” is 
called sap11, really, but “blood-drinking” 
sounds more dramatic). It’s hard for 
plants to fi ght them off .

Aphids have a number of natural 
enemies, though, especially parasitic 
wasps. So when aphids attack, the plants 
make chemicals that attract these wasps. 
The wasps lay eggs12 inside the aphids. 

HERE YOU
ARE!
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Scottish Style

april 6th is tartan day, a day when many of the millions of people of Scottish 
descent1 in america, Canada and around the world celebrate their Scottish roots. 

and there is nothing more Scottish than the iconic item of clothing, the kilt, 
and the coloured cloth called tartan which is used to make it.

A2–B1 faSHion / traditionS

liam peaCh (UK)

ActivitiesTf



Some tartans are more famous than others. Can you 
match the description to the correct famous tartan?

→ SolutionS in the tf

task famous Colours

Kilt History
First of all, let’s make one thing clear. A kilt 
is not a skirt. Try telling any proud Scot that 
it is, and you will see the reaction you get. 
Kilts were first worn in the 16th century by 
the strong men of the Scottish highlands. To 
begin with, it was a much bigger garment2 
than today’s kilts and known as a filleadh 
mòr, or great kilt. So great in fact, they could 
be over six metres long. The bottom section 
was the pleated3 “skirt” we know today, and 
the top section was worn over the shoulder 
like a cloak4. This design was a bit impractical 
for certain activities, though, and in the 
1720s a smaller “walking kilt” was invented 
that was just the bottom section. This is the 
basis for the modern kilts we see today.

Special occasions 
only?
The kilt was for everyday use in 
the beginning, but these days you 
(unfortunately) won’t see too many Scots 
wearing them in the streets of Glasgow 
or Edinburgh. Modern kilts are worn only 
for special occasions, such as weddings 
or funerals5, or at sporting events like the 
annual Highland Games*. However, the 
kilt as an everyday item is starting to make 
a comeback, and you can now buy modern 
kilts made from materials like leather, 
cotton or denim. Would you be brave 
enough to wear one?

tartan: a Cloth and 
a Pattern6

Kilts are of course made from tartan, 
which is the word for the pattern, and 
also for the cloth with this pattern on it. 
The pattern always consists of horizontal7 
and vertical8 bands9 of different colours, 
and although the traditional material is 
wool, modern tartan can be made from 
other materials too. Originally, different 
tartans were associated with different parts 
of Scotland, as the people making them 
could only use local types of wool and 
local dyes10. However, over time, tartans 
became associated with different Scottish 
clans*, each of which had their own special 
colours. These days, there are 3,000 
different official tartans.

Cd task

Listen to a recording and find out what 
happened when the kilt was banned15.

1 descent  [dɪˈsent]�– die Abstammung
2 garment  [ˈɡɑːmənt]�– 

das Kleidungsstück
3 pleated  [ˈpliːtɪd]�– gefaltet
4 cloak  [kləʊk]�– der Umhang
5 funeral  [ˈfjuːnərəl]�– die Beerdigung
6 pattern  [ˈpætn,�ˈpætərn]�– das Muster
7 horizontal  [hɒrɪˈzɒntl]�– 

horizontal, waagrecht
8 vertical  [ˈvɜːtɪkl]�– vertikal, senkrecht
9 band  [bænd]�– der Streifen
10 dye  [daɪ]�– das Färbemittel, die Farbe
11 ruler  [ˈruːlə(r)]�– der Herrscher
12 lining  [ˈlaɪnɪŋ]�– das Futter
13 poppy  [ˈpɒpi]�– der Mohn
14 unit  [ˈjuːnɪt]�– der Truppenteil
15 banned  [bænd]�– verboten, untersagt

Vocabulary

The Highland Games – an event with 
traditional Scottish sports, dance and 
music
clan – group of families who are 
related to each other
The House of (Stuart, Windsor, etc.) – 
a royal family

Glossary

A royal Stuart tartan – probably the most famous tartan 
of them all, it is named after the House* of Stuart, rulers11 of 
Scotland and later England too. It is the official tartan of Queen 
Elizabeth II and it also became popular with punks in the 1970s.

B burberry Check tartan – This one is not a clan tartan. It was 
actually created by the fashion company Burberry in the 1920s 
and was used as the lining12 in its coats. It is now famous all 
around the world as one of the best known symbols in fashion.

C macleod tartan – known as a “loud” tartan because of its bright 
colours and because it rhymes with the name of its clan, the official 
colours of this tartan are black, freedom red and golden poppy13.

D Campbell tartan – the Campbells are one of the biggest and most 
powerful Scottish clans and their tartan was used by members of the 
Black Watch, an army unit14 containing many Campbells that kept the 
peace in the Highlands. The name Black Watch probably comes from their 
tartan, which was not as colourful as the colours of the uniforms worn 
by English soldiers. In the First World War, German soldiers called Black 
Watch soldiers the Ladies from Hell, thanks to their kilts and fighting skills.

1

2

3

4
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liam peaCh (UK)

EVERYDAY ENGLISH
SPORT

A2–B1 langUagE Tracks 11–12CD

Can you match the words in 
italics with their defi nitions?

11 Someone who watches sport on television.

12 To win very easily, by a lot of goals or points.

13 One complete trip around a racetrack.

14 Three goals, especially in football.

16 Sports  that involve some danger.

9 A game that takes place in 
a diff erent club‘s stadium.

10 Really wanting to win or be more 
successful than someone else.

15 The person or team you are 
playing against in a sports event.

17 A player whose job is to score goals.

task

liSten to the Cd to CheCK your anSwerS

3 A wooden or metal stick used for hitting a ball.

4 Jokes, funny conversation between people.

5 To stay fi t and healthy.

6 A pass or ticket that can be used many times.

1 A situation in a sport when both teams 
or players have equal points / goals.

2 A large structure at a stadium where 
people sit or stand to watch the event.

7 An area painted with lines where people 
play a sport like cricket or football.

8 A word or a phrase that is repeated 
many times, oft en by sports fans.

I love sport, especially football. I love to be out on the 
pitch playing, watching in the stadium or even being an 
armchair fan. I watched my favourite team last week and 
we thrashed our opponents 6-0. It was amazing. Our new 
striker got a hat-trick and the fans went crazy. But even 
when the team doesn’t play well, the fans still support the 
players, they have lots of songs and chants, and always 
make a lot of noise. Even at away games there are always 
lots of people and there is always a lot of banter between 
the home and away fans, but it is always in good humour.

I’ve never seen
any trouble in

the stands. For 
me, football is 
more than just 
a game, it’s 
a way of life.

Sport? Ugh! I just don’t understand. OK, it’s a good way 
to keep in shape, but I don’t understand why people get 
so competitive about it. It’s just a game. I can understand 
adrenaline sports like skydiving or bungee jumping. Those 
must be really exciting, but most sports are so boring. One 
game goes on forever, and then most times at the end 
it’s just a draw, nobody even wins. And do you know how 
much it costs? My friend has a season ticket and it cost 
him thousands of pounds. Thousands of pounds. To watch 
a stupid football team every week. Just think what else he 
could buy with all that
money. And there are
even worse sports.
What is the point of
golf? People wearing
stupid clothes and
carrying around
20 clubs just to hit
a tiny little ball. Why
do they need so
many? But the worst
is Formula One. Cars
driving round and
round, lap aft er lap
aft er lap. Why do
people watch it?
If I want to see cars
driving, I can go to
the motorway.

discuss

Do you do any 
sports? Which ones?

How often do you 
exercise?

Do you watch sport 
on TV? Which?
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A2–B1 PUZZlE

meGan leboeuf (US)

a SECrEt
MESSagE

it’s a warm spring day in the yard. the grass is 
growing tall, and wild fl owers and other plants are 
growing happily. Suddenly, the dandelions1 send 
out an urgent2 message to all the plants in the yard. 
Decipher3 the plant code to read their message.

1 dandelion  [ˈdændɪlaɪən]�– der Löwenzahn
2 urgent  [ˈɜːdʒənt]�– dringend
3 to decipher  [dɪˈsaɪfə(r)]�– entschlüsseln

Vocabulary

garden (BrE) × yard (AmE)

bre vs ame

warning: the humans are coming 

to cut the grass. all of the 

plants in the yard need to 

prepare their weapons. call 

the wasps for an air strike 

and get your poisonous thorns 

ready. it’s time to teach these 

humans a lesson about killing 

plants. we will destroy all 

of the humans and become the 

most powerful things on this 

planet!

The most common letters in the English language are E, A, R, I, O, T, N, and 
S. The most common words are the, of, and, a(n), and to. Start by fi nding the 
most common three-letter word (which will be “the”) to get your fi rst three 
letters. Some of the words are from the article about plants on p. 16–17.

tiPS
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EMountain biking is one of the 
most popular, exciting sports in 
the world. the truth is that if it 
were not for some crazy men and 
women who decided to throw 
themselves down a mountain on 
their two-wheeled friends, then 
the mountain bike may never 
have been made.
mathew burt (UK)

THE FIRST MOUNTAIN BIKE
In California in the 1970s, a group of friends started 
experimenting and building a bike that would work 
well on dirt tracks1 down Mount Tamalpais, north 
of San Francisco. Finally, one of them made a bike 
with a strong, heavy frame2, thick tyres and straight 
handlebars3. It was perfect for this demanding4 new 
sport and, soon aft er, these “mountain bikes” started 
to be manufactured5 in big numbers, and mountain 
biking got some real attention. �

ON AND OFF-ROAD
Now, of course, the mountain bike is the most 
common bike people choose to ride, and many of 
those bikes never even see a mountain. Why are 
they so popular? Well, let’s compare the two types.

OK, nothing much between them here, but 
when you think about what a road bike 
does and what a mountain bike can do, 
then there’s a clear diff erence. Yeah, a road 
bike is fast and gets you where you need to 
be, but as long as you only travel on roads.

Mountain biking (MTB), however, off ers the 
kind of freedom a road bike cannot. Hills, 
dirt, forests, grass, rocks and stones: you 
can go anywhere with a mountain bike. 
With all those gears and extra metal, the 
world is open to you to explore.

Also, a mountain bike uses more muscles 
due to the range8 of movement needed 
when travelling over diff erent surface9 areas. 
And compared to road biking, you don’t 
have to wear all that embarrassing lycra10 . 
(Only in professional cross-country races.)

A2–B1 SPort
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MOUNTAIN BIKES

Thin wheels, lighter frame, fewer 
gears6, and drop handlebars*.

Thick wheels, heavy frame, suspension7 (helps 
to get over rocks smoothly), lots of gears, 
straight handlebars and generally stronger.
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CROSS COUNTRY
This type of mountain biking is the only 
Olympic event11. You race in a group of 
riders on a special track, moving over 
trees, branches, rocks and streams12. 
Because the terrain is diffi  cult, you 
need to be fi t, and have lots of energy. 
A race is typically 4–10 kilometres long 
and contains a number of laps13. The 
fi rst rider to fi nish wins.

DOWNHILL
Cycling to your grandma’s on a Sunday 
aft ernoon is nice, but who wants nice 
when you can have “OMG amazing!”? 
As the name says, cyclists shoot down 
a hill the quickest way possible, trying to 
beat the clock. It’s a long, rocky road to 
the bottom, and you need to be brave, 
and more than a bit crazy, but brakes, 
suspension and a crash helmet help.

MTB 
CATEGORIES

There are many mountain 
biking categories for you 

to try. Here are some of the 
main ones.

FOUR-CROSS
You move at high speed, in groups 
of four, trying to get to the end of 
a specially designed track with lots 
of diff erent man-made14 and natural 
obstacles15 there to stop you. Added 
to this, there is very oft en contact 
with the other riders which causes 
lots of crashes.

MASTERS OF MOUNTAIN BIKES

The most famous, biggest and 
oldest race, the Sea Otter 
Classic, happens every April in 
Monterey, California. The four-
day event has competitions 
in all the major disciplines of 
mountain bike racing.

GlemmRide, this freeride* mountain 
bike gathering16 in Austria includes 
a 2.3-kilometre downhill event on 
narrow forest tracks over roots and 
stones, and also a “slopestyle” event 
where competitors perform incredible 
acrobatic tricks.

SO WHAT ARE 
YOU WAITING 
FOR? GET ON 
YOUR BIKES 
AND RIDE!

1 dirt track  [ˈdɜːt�træk]�– unbefestigter Weg
2 frame  [freɪm]�– der Rahmen
3 handlebars  [ˈhændlbɑː(r)z]�– der Lenker
4 demanding  [dɪˈmɑːndɪŋ]�– anspruchsvoll
5 to manufacture  [mænjuˈfæktʃə(r)]�– 

anfertigen, herstellen
6 gear  [ɡɪə(r)]�– der Gang
7 suspension  [səˈspenʃn]�– die Federung
8 range  [reɪndʒ]�– die Bandbreite
9 surface  [ˈsɜːfɪs]�– die Oberfl äche

10 lycra  [ˈlaɪkrə]�– das Lycra, Elastan (Stoff )
11 event  [ɪˈvent]�– die Disziplin
12 stream  [striːm]�– der Bach
13 lap  [læp]�– die Runde
14 man-made  [mæn�ˈmeɪd]�– von 

Menschenhand geschaff en
15 obstacle  [ˈɒbstəkl]�– das Hindernis
16 gathering  [ˈɡæðərɪŋ]�– die 

Zusammenkunft, das Treff en

Vocabulary

discuss

Which bike do you prefer: a road or 
a mountain bike? Why?

What is the farthest you have ever 
ridden?

Are there any MTB races near where 
you live?

drop handlebars – handlebars that 
go down in a C-shape at the ends, 
typical for racing bikes
freeride mountain biking – a style of 
mountain biking similar to downhill 
but with more focus on tricks, style 
and technical features

Glossary

THE MOST FAMOUS MTB EVENTS

Nino Schurter
This Swiss cross-country racer is 
legendary. He has won almost all of the 
men’s cross-country championships 
in the last decade and also the gold 
medal at the last Olympics in Rio. He is 
now looking forward to competing at 
the Tokyo Olympics.

Rachel Atherton
Competing from an early age along 
with her two brothers in MTB downhill, 
this British biker made a name for 
herself very soon. She has won many 
world cups and championship titles and 
is called the queen of downhill racing.
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New music
What’s Everyone

Listening 
to in 2020

?

With a new year comes 

new, exciting music to 

enjoy. let’s take a look 

at the new albums 

everyone will be 

listening to in 2020.

KriStine botha (SoUth AfricA)

Halsey
Full of tracks about love, break-ups1 and 

personal identity, Halsey’s new album 

Manic was released in early 2020. On her 

third album, Halsey has blended2 genres 

such as hip-hop, rock and even country, 

all with a strong pop element3, to create 

an album of songs that can appeal to4 

everyone. She released a total of six 

singles before the album came out, giving 

fans a clear idea of what to expect.

While many people can connect with the 

themes of the album, some songs are a bit 

more personal. The album features a song 

called “Ashley” which is Halsey’s real first 

name. Listen out for musical guests on the 

album such as Alanis Morissette and Suga 

(from Korean boy-band BTS). Halsey’s 

World Tour hit5 Europe in February, and 

she’ll be playing shows everywhere from 

Japan to the USA throughout the year.

green day
Punk-rock band Green Day released their 13th 

studio album, Father of All…, in February 2020. 
If you’re a hockey fan, listen out for their new 
single, the song “Fire, Ready, Aim”. It is being 
used as the official opening theme song for the 
National Hockey League this year. Father of All… 
is one of Green Day’s shortest albums and it has 
received mixed reviews6. As one reviewer put it: 
“Father of All… is just another sign of a band who 
has always done things its way, refusing7 to do 
what’s expected of them.“

Fans of the band, which has been around since 
1987, will also be happy to know that they are 
travelling the world as part of the Hella Mega tour 
this year. 

dua lipa
Dua Lipa, still relatively 

new on the pop music 

scene, is quickly 

establishing8 her 

place as an amazingly 

talented pop star. Her 

new album Future 

Nostalgia is set for 

release in April, and 

she has everyone 

excited with her 

singles such as “Don’t 

Start Now” and 

“Physical”.

A2–B1 MUSiC
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the Weeknd
Canadian R&B / Hip-Hop crooner10 The Weeknd has already released two songs from his new album. “Blinding Lights” sees him try out an ’80s inspired electro-pop sound, while “Heartless” is full of deep bass* and even deeper lyrics. The videos for both tracks are set in Las Vegas and the album is going to be titled After Hours*, which goes quite well with his moody, dark sound and look.

There are rumours11 that this album might be very personal for The Weeknd, as it features a song called “Like Selena”, which seems to be about his celebrity ex-girlfriend Selena Gomez. While he hasn’t announced an official tour for this album yet, he has performed some of his singles on television and it is expected that he will announce a tour for his latest album soon. Get ready to buy a ticket if you’re a fan of The Weeknd.

grimes
Weird and wonderful Canadian alternative 

musician Grimes will also be hot on the 

music scene this year. She released her fifth 

album, Miss Anthropocene*, in February. 

She’s described the project as an album about 

“a goddess12 of climate crisis”. The album 

contains tracks about the planet’s destruction 

as well as more personal songs inspired by 

the singer’s private life. She is in a relationship 

with the tech-billionaire Elon Musk, which has 

attracted a lot of attention from the media.

“Physical” has a strong 

’80s influence while 

feeling very fresh, 

and the colorful 

music video suggests 

that Dua will mix 

retro-style pop with 

modern elements. 

This fits well with the 

contradictory9 title 

of her album, Future 

Nostalgia. She’s also 

going to be touring 

this year, and you can 

find her performing all 

over Europe in April 

and May.

1 break-up  [ˈbreɪk�ʌp]�– die Trennung
2 to blend  [blend]�– (ver)mischen
3 element  [ˈelɪmənt]�– das Element
4 to appeal to sb  [əˈpiːl]�– 

jmdn. ansprechen, jmdm. gefallen
5 to hit  [hɪt]�– einfallen
6 mixed reviews  [mɪkst�rɪˈvjuːz]�– gemischte Kritiken
7 to refuse  [rɪˈfjuːz]�– ablehnen, sich weigern
8 to establish  [ɪˈstæblɪʃ]�– sich etablieren
9 contradictory  [kɒntrəˈdɪktəri]�– widersprüchlich
10 crooner  [ˈkruːnə(r)]�– der Schnulzensänger
11 rumour  [ˈruːmə(r)]�– das Gerücht
12 goddess  [ˈɡɒdes]�– die Göttin
13 gig  [ɡɪɡ]�– der Gig, der Auftritt
14 to stick to  [stɪk]�– sich an etw. halten

Vocabulary
Match these hits to the 
singers from the article.

1 “New Rules”

3 “Can’t Feel My Face”

4 “Him & I”

2 “Good Riddance (Time of Your Life)”

5 “Oblivion”

→ SolutionS in the tf

task
deep bass – very low sound
after hours – if something 
happens after hours, it is after 
most pubs and clubs close, so 
late at night.
Anthropocene – a new word 
for the present geological 
epoch when humans have 
started to change the earth 
(including climate change)

Glossary

So, whose music are you looking forward to hearingthis year? Will you be attending any concerts,festivals, or gigs13? Do you explore different musicalgenres and artists every year, or stick to14 what youalready know? Maybe our list will inspire you tocheck out some new albums this year.
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as usual, the news is full of disasters, pandemics*, 

stupid politicians and other depressing things. 

But don’t feel too down. Here are some fun bits 

and pieces2  to put you in a good mood.

liam peaCh (UK)

gEniUS in tHE SHoWEr
Everybody knows that the best, most original and important 
thoughts come in the shower. Maybe you are in the middle of 
singing your favourite shower song and then, all of a sudden, 
your brain comes up with a little piece of genius. Users of the 
social platform Reddit often post their amazing shower thoughts 
for others to read. Here are just a few of the best. Do you like 
any of them? What has been your best shower thought?

Turtles can never have 
sleepovers3, because they always 

sleep in homes of their own.

Good people get angry when you lie 
about them, bad people get angry 
when you tell the truth about them.

Smart phones are probably 
responsible for reducing graffiti 

in public toilets.

Erasers sacrifice4 their 
lives for our mistakes.

triCKy adS
Every April Fool’s Day, companies 
all over the world like to try 
and trick5 us and make us into 
April fools6 by publishing fake 
advertisements, and of course, 
every year, people believe them.

Have a look at these April Fool’s Day ads, would you be 
fooled7? Can you explain what is wrong with them?

task

A2–B1 fUn / WEird nEWS

1 ad  [æd]�– die Werbung
2 bits and pieces – Vermischtes
3 sleepover  [ˈsliːpəʊvə(r)]�– die Pyjamaparty
4 to sacrifice  [ˈsækrɪfaɪs]�– opfern
5 to trick  [trɪk]�– jmdn. hereinlegen
6 fool  [fuːl]�– der Narr
7 to be fooled  [fuːld]�– jmdn. zum Narren halten

Vocabulary

1

2 4 5

3

pandemic – a disease that
spreads all over the world

Glossary

Clapping is just hitting 
yourself because you 

like something.
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A2–B1 langUagE / PronUnCiationTracks 13–15CD

the Same, 
but diff erent
Homographs and Homophones
liam peaCh (UK)

A man walks into a bar. Ouch! Do you get it? OK, it’s not very funny, 
but there are lots of jokes like this in English. They work because 
of homographs. These are words that are spelt the same, but have 
two diff erent meanings (sometimes they are pronounced the same, 
sometimes not). Here the joke is that a bar can mean a pub, or
it can mean a long piece of metal, so you think the man is
walking into a pub, but in fact he is walking into metal and
hurts his head. Yes, you are right: it really isn’t very funny at all.

OK, here’s another great joke for you.
Why don’t lions like their meat cooked? 
They prefer it roar. Oh dear. Another 
terrible joke. This one works because 
of a homophone. These are words
that are pronounced the same,
but have diff erent spellings and
meanings. Here, roar* (the noise
a lion makes) and raw (uncooked).
I’m sure you have noticed there are 
many words like this in English.

How many more homophones and homographs 
can you think of?

*works only with the British pronunciation of roar [rɔː]

Listen to the CD and see if you can write 
down the two (or more) diff erent spellings 
of the word. Do you know what they mean?

1

2

3

4

5

6

_______________ and _______________

_______________ and _______________

_______________ and _______________

_______________ and _______________

_______________ and _______________ and _______________

_______________ and _______________

→ SolutionS in the tf

task 2

Have a look at these pictures that show diff erent 
homographs. Can you work out the word that connects 
them? Listen to the CD to check your answers.

task 1

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1

4

2

5 6

3

27Gate 08 2020



Listening Part 1
You will hear some sentences. You will hear each sentence twice. 
Choose the best reply to each sentence.

Listening Part 2
You will hear some conversations. You will hear each conversation 
twice. Choose the correct answers for each conversation.

tESt B1 Tracks 16–17CD

a) Sure, just a moment.

b) Hello, I can help you.

c) Yes, we’ll contact you.

a) I haven’t mended that yet.

b) I’m afraid that’s too much.

c) I am sorry that you did that.

a) I’m very happy working here now.

b) I don’t mind working with anyone here.

c) I’ve always dreamed of working here.

a) I didn’t look at it once.

b) I really enjoyed it there.

c) I managed to relax at last.

a) Certainly, sir. I’ll fi nd the time.

b) Alright, love, I’ll do it for you.

c) No way, mate, I’m really busy.

a) Yes, that chair looks comfortable.

b) Great, thanks for your advice.

c) Well, I never liked his style.

1

3

5

2

4

6

1. The man is the girl’s

a) teacher.

b) father.

c) manager.

2. The girl feels

a) annoyed.

b) nervous.

c) depressed.

3. What is the man’s main reason for choosing Italian?

a) He knows it’s like Spanish.

b) He thinks it will be easy.

c) He loves the country.

4. How long is the man going to stay in Rome?

a) 1 year.

b) 6 weeks.

c) 8 months.

5. The woman wants to

a) do some shopping.

b) visit their family.

c) go to work.

6. The man

a) agrees to travel despite the weather.

b) refuses to drive on the slippery roads.

c) persuades the woman to stay at home.

Conversation 1

Conversation 2

Conversation 3

a) I don’t know how to do it.

b) I can leave that for you.

c) I’ll go and check for you.

7
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Listening Part 3
You will hear someone talking. You will hear the
person twice. Complete the information. Write
short answers of one to three words.

Track 18CD

escape Game

1. Time limit for getting out:

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

2. Year fi rst escape room appeared:

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

3. What Agatha Christie’s best-known for:

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

4. Design of this escape room:

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

5. Position of the panic button:

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

6. Person giving extra ideas:

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

7. Time until game starts:

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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Listening Part 4
You will hear a conversation. You will hear the 
conversation twice. Choose the correct answers.

At the beginning, Peter thinks Tanya’s idea is

a) too expensive.

b) unnecessary.

c) fashionable.

Tanya suggests a cleaning robot because she likes

a) new technology.

b) science fiction.

c) useful gifts.

They both agree that Peter’s mother is

a) rarely friendly.

b) rather forgetful.

c) not easy to please.

Peter thinks that the advertisement is

a) fairly interesting.

b) totally accurate.

c) completely false.

Peter says that reviews are

a) rarely helpful.

b) often important.

c) always useless.

In the end they decide to ask Peter’s sister to

a) choose the flowers.

b) share the present.

c) pay for the dinner.

1

2

3

4

5

6

Track 19CD
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reading Part 1
Read the texts. Choose the correct answer to complete each text.

5
a)  I enjoyed reading it 

very much!

b)  The whole experience 
was wonderful!

c)  It was kind of you to 
choose what I wanted!

4

a) Exit only

b) Do not touch

c) Drive carefully

wet paint
________

Thank you very much for the lovely 
birthday present. I was so happy 
with the tickets to next week’s 
match. _______________ I can’t 
wait to see my favourite team!

2

a) before

b) then

c) so

Press any button to start,

________________________ select the

number of the item you want.

Pay with your card.

Finally, collect your item.

1

a) True Lies

b) Tell Me a Story

c) Tom Cat and Friends

Half Price Books

( i n  a l p h a b e t i c a l  o r d e r )

The Long Good-bye
Things for You

Tim and Tammy
________________________

Trucks and Cars

3

a) These

b) That

c) This

Parts of a MaP

objects on a map appear as circles, lines 

or dots. ________________________ 

show something in the real world. for 

example, circles show cities and lines 

show borders.
Capital

City

Border

50%
off
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reading Part 2
Read the text. Use the sentences to complete the text. 
Choose the correct sentence for each gap. 
There is one extra sentence you will not need.

erich Kästner

Emil Erich Kästner was a German writer and poet who is most famous for his 

children’s books. He started school in Dresden, but later went on to study 

philosophy at the University of Leipzig.

(1) _______________ He then became a journalist and a writer.

In 1927, he left Leipzig. (2) _______________ There he published poems and 

articles in various papers and magazines. Apart from these, he published his first 

and best-known children’s book, Emil and the Detectives. (3) _______________

The novel was so popular because it was unusual. In contrast to most children’s 

literature of the period, it is set in contemporary Berlin and not in a fairy-tale world. The story of Emil and his friends has been 

made into a movie a number of times and was also adapted for the theatre.

(4) _______________ The story of the separated twin sisters, who accidentally meet at a summer camp, became an instant 

success and has also been turned into films. The most popular of these was an American version, The Parent Trap.

Something new appeared in children’s literature with Kästner’s works. His books are famous for their humour and respect for 

children. (5) _______________ His books were illustrated by Walter Trier, a famous artist, who also introduced a new style for the 

pictures. His drawings added a modern touch to Kästner’s novels. (6) _______________ Kästner wrote his last story in 1969.

A Unlike other authors, he always took them seriously and trusted them.

B It sold millions of copies and has been translated into 59 languages.

C He moved to Berlin where he spent his most successful years.

D His mother wanted him to become a teacher.

E It is therefore not surprising that the books they produced are still enormously popular.

F As for stories about girls, he wrote Lottie and Lisa after World War II.

G At the end of his studies there, he received a doctorate in literature.
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reading Part 3
Read the four texts. Which text gives you 
the answer to each question? Choose the 
correct text (A–D) for each question.

The new Spartan’s Football Stadium’s opening 
ceremony was held yesterday and attended 
by guests including star footballer, Jay Ferosa. 
Fans then saw an excellent match in bad 
weather between the Spartans and the Giants. 
The Giants didn’t play well in the rain and the 
Spartans defeated them 4-1. The stadium, which 
was built for three million euros, is now open to 
visitors on weekdays.

Parents can now send their children to the 
Spartan Football Academy at the famous new 
stadium. The two-week camps are going to take 
place during the summer holidays in July and 
August, with professional coaches and guest 
appearances by famous footballers. If you want 
your children to learn football skills and make 
new friends, this is the place for them. Take a 
friend and pay half price!

The Spartan’s Football Stadium opening 
ceremony was great! I’m so happy I could be 
there. The building looks amazing; no wonder it 
cost so much. The match was fantastic despite 
the weather. I thought the footballers would 
stop playing, but they were great and didn’t 
go off, although the wet grass seemed quite 
dangerous. They’re organising football camps in 
the summer, so we could go together.

Rain delay and rain stopped play are words used 
to describe a sporting event which is delayed 
or cancelled because of rain. Sports typically 
stopped because of rain include golf, tennis, 
and cricket, where even slightly wet conditions 
can be dangerous for players. Football games 
generally continue despite the rain, although 
players can choose to stop the match and go off 
if the ground becomes too wet.

A

B

C

D

Which text:

1. explains what usually happens in bad weather?

2. is part of a personal letter?

Which text tells you:

3. exactly how much something cost?

4. the benefits of a summer programme?

5. where a famous person went?

6. about some players who did something unexpected?

7. about sports which people don’t play on wet grass?
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reading Part 4
Read the text and answer the questions. Use 
a maximum of three words for each answer.

yorkshire dales national park
The Yorkshire Dales National Park is home to some of Yorkshire’s 
most beautiful scenery and most interesting attractions. The 
area is in the county of Yorkshire, in the north of England. It has 
three national parks – the Moors, the Peak District and the Dales. 
‘Dale’ is an Old English word for a valley.

The National Park was created in 1954 but the first guided tours 
started as early as 1781. The dales were usually named after the 
river that runs through them, but this did not happen with the 
very popular Wensleydale. Instead of getting its name from the 
river, it got it from a village.

Visitors to the Dales can enjoy walks around former mines and 
traditional market towns, which offer a number of events and 
festivals. Nature-lovers can explore the hills or cycle beside the 
rivers. If you feel stressed, just relax here. Admiring the view is 
the perfect way to do this.

A great place to start exploring the area is the Dales Countryside 
Museum, which tells the history of the area from prehistoric 
times to the present. Exhibitions explain about the region’s life, 
schools, farms and transport. The building itself used to be a 
train station when there was a railway there.

Hawes is also well-known for its local cheese. If you want to 
see how this creamy cheese is made, the Wensleydale Cheese 
Experience is just for you. Apart from learning the art of cheese 
making, the café here is the perfect place to enjoy some of the 
area’s most popular dishes, such as a Yorkshire pudding.

There are a number of other places to eat in the Yorkshire Dales. 
The possibilities range from cafés to high-class restaurants. The 
first are particularly well-liked by visitors. Make sure you book 
a table in advance, though, especially in the busy months. Most 
places have websites so you can book online.

With spectacular views, historic castles, green fields and peaceful lambs, the Yorkshire Dales is a place for everyone.

1. What does ‘dale’ mean?

 ______________________________________________

2. When did tourism start in Yorkshire Dales?

 ______________________________________________

3. What is Wensleydale named after?

 ______________________________________________

4. What can you do when looking at the view?

 ______________________________________________

5. What was the Dales Countryside Museum originally?

 ______________________________________________

6. What do most restaurants serve?

 ______________________________________________

7. Where do many tourists prefer to eat?

 ______________________________________________

8. How can you reserve a table in a busy period?

 ______________________________________________

→ SolutionS in the tf
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Writing Part 1
Your friend has the opportunity to study in Australia for a year but 
isn’t sure about going. Write a letter explaining the advantages and 
disadvantages, and giving your advice.
Write between 100 and 120 words.

The complete writing section consists of two parts.
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infatuated – verknallt, grabber – der Greifer, to grab – greifen, to be out of reach – außer Reichweite sein, to be exhausted – erschöpft sein, 
to chew on something – auf etw. herumkauen , to count as something – als etw. zählen


