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Sailing to america 
the pilgrim fathers

cool, glamorouS and Wild 
is uS high School really like the movies?
CD Track 8

cool, glamorouS and Wild 
is uS high School really like 
the movies?vocaBulary practice

liStening comprehenSion

vocaBulary and reading comprehenSion

Teachers’ File
this teachers’ file (tf) contains activities based on the magazine and 
the cd. the tf, along with the recording scripts, is available for online 
users. registration password: london.

sepTember 2020

in the article, find adjectives that mean:

1 far away:  ___________________

2 having an unpleasant smell: ___________________

3 having inflexible rules, limiting someone’s freedom: 
___________________ 

4 native to a particular place: ___________________

5 not controlled by other countries:  ___________________

6 not simple, difficult to understand: ___________________

7 vomiting or feeling unwell because of the movement of a boat: 
___________________

8 with wind, rain and often thunder and lightning: 
___________________

listen to two american high school students talking about their 
school and free time and answer the questions.

1 Do both students do the same sport?  
Yes / NO

2 Do both students have homework from the same subject?  
Yes / NO

3 Do both students plan to go to college?  
Yes / NO

4 Which team’s members are expected to be at the party? 

 _______________________________________________________________

5 Why doesn’t Taylor want people to know about the party? 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________________

after reading the article, put the correct word 
into each gap.

exaggerated • loW-income • private •  
puBlic • rural • homeSchooled • Wealthy

1 In the series All American, a football 
player moves from a ___________________ 
neighborhood to a ___________________ 
neighborhood.

2 High schools in ___________________ 
neighborhoods can be very different from 
those in big cities. 

3 There are three main ways for Us 
students to get an education. some go 
to ___________________ schools for free, 
some pay to go to ___________________ 
schools and a small number of students 
are ___________________ .

4 High-school movies often show everyone 
drinking and throwing big parties while 
their parents are out of town, but these 
situations are often ___________________ .

BonuS queStion: All these answers are 
adjectives that can be used to describe 
different parts of the Us high-school 
experience. Can you think of five 
adjectives that would be useful to describe 
the high-school experience in your culture?
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england

Note This quiz (without the gap fill 
exercise) can also be done 
online via the link provided in 
the magazine. 

teacherS’ file – activitieS

taSk 1
CD Track 7

read and listen to the description of each landmark and fill in the missing information. then unscramble the letters 
of the anagram to find the name. use only the letters in the anagram and the number of words indicated 
(for example, Ye old neon (2 words) would make “london eye”). 

1 This stone circle was built about ______________ . 
The heaviest stones are sarsen, a kind of sandstone. 
They probably came from the marlborough Downs, 
about 30 kilometres away (about halfway between 
London and bristol). The smaller stones, each 
weighing ______________ tonnes, are bluestones. They 
came from Wales, over 200 kilometres to the west.
name anagram: HONesT GeNe (1 word)

2 The romans conquered most of britain, but 
the picts (a lost culture in what later became 
______________ ) were never defeated. The emperor 
Hadrian commanded that a 117-kilometre wall should 
be built to keep them out. The wall needed tens of 
thousands of ______________ to guard it, and whole 
communities grew up along its length. many soldiers 
and civilians travelled great distances to live and 
work there, including people from modern-day syria, 
romania and North Africa.
name anagram: AND I sHALL WAr (2 words)

3 If buckingham palace is the Queen’s town house, 
this is her weekend ______________ (she has a place 
in scotland, too, but this little place is conveniently 
located just outside London). It’s been the home of 
english monarchs since the ______________ century; 
no other castle in the world has been inhabited for 
so long.
name anagram: WILD ANCesTOrs (2 words)

4 This 13 kilometres of the southern english coastline 
stretches out on both sides of britain’s busiest 
passenger port, facing out towards ______________ . 
The cliff face is around 110 metres high. Its unusual 
______________ is because it is mostly made of chalk. 
name anagram: LefTOver DIsCO WHIff (4 words)

5 This massive statue stands just south of Newcastle, 
looking out over the countryside. It is made of 
______________ and is 20 metres tall, with wings 
measuring 54 metres across. It was made in 
______________ to symbolise hope for the future.
name anagram: HALf HOT rOeNTGeN (4 words)

6 This beautiful area of england lies some 
______________ kilometres north of manchester. 
Among its highlights is Windermere, 
the ______________ where the romantic poet William 
Wordsworth lived.
name anagram: ArTIsT LICkeD (2 words) 

7 It’s a bridge and it’s in the middle of London, 
but it’s not London bridge, which is much more 
______________ (the old bridge having been 
destroyed many times over the centuries). This 
______________ favourite, built about 150 years ago, 
has a different name.
name anagram: bIDeT GrOWer (2 words)

8 The two top ______________ institutions in 
england are known as Oxbridge, a combination of 
their names, though they are old enemies. This 
picture shows one of the two, which lies about 
100 kilometres north of London. The other, Oxford 
University, is 140 kilometres to its ______________ .
name anagram: mr GUN Is verY DIAbeTIC (2 words)

taSk 2
Use the clues in the text to work out where each 
landmark is located on the map in the magazine, and 
write the correct letter (A–H) next to the picture. 
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SecretS of england
Strange places and the Stories they tell
reading comprehenSion
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taSk 1 taSk 2
after reading the article, answer the following 
questions.

1 Which is not true about the principality of 
Sealand?
a It is just outside british territory.
B It took part in the second World War. 
c You can get a sealand identity card.

2 What did you learn about Witley 
underwater Ballroom?
a It was built with money from crime.
B It’s accessible to visitors.
c Its owner killed himself.

3 how did the plague get to eyam?
a A tailor’s assistant caught it in London. 
B It arrived in a parcel.
c A visitor passed the “plague stones”. 

4 Which of these statements is definitely 
true about mother Shipton?
a she wrote a prediction about trains or 

cars.
B she was born in a cave.
c The cave named after her is an old 

tourist attraction.

5 Which of these is not a definite fact about 
puzzlewood?
a The romans had iron mines there.
B It has been used as a location for 

films / Tv.
c It was the inspiration for The Lord of 

the Rings.

6 What is true about the kelvedon hatch 
bunker?
a It went out of use in the 1950s.
B You enter it from the middle of 

a forest.
c Hundreds of people could hide there.

can you locate the six places you read about in the correct spots 
(a–f) on the map?

B

F
c e

D

a

Bristol London

Birmingham

Coventry

Liverpool

Manchester

Newcastle-upon-Tyne
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famouS quoteS
CD Track 9

hamlet in a nutShell

variouS hamletS

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE’S

HAMLET 
fill in the information missing from the sentences 
below. if you’ve seen or read Hamlet, you can do it from 
memory, otherwise the magazine article will help you.

1 prince Hamlet is the son of the king of __________ .

2 The __________ of his father tells him that he was 
murdered by __________ , who is now the king. 

3 On the one hand, Hamlet wants to avenge his father, 
but on the other, he is afraid he might just be going 
__________ .

4 Hamlet hires __________ to perform a play about 
a king-murderer who stole the king’s throne and 
wife.

5 This makes Hamlet’s uncle realise that his nephew 
discovered his crime, and he tries to get him 
__________ .

6 Hamlet behaves cruelly towards his old lover, named 
__________ , and kills her __________ by accident. she 
then commits suicide by __________ herself.

7 Hamlet’s uncle tries to kill Hamlet again, but 
the plan __________ . In the end Hamlet __________ 
his uncle and __________ himself.

look at the five hamlets from recent 
adaptations of the play.

Do you know any of the actors from 
other productions (eg. Tv or film)?

How would you describe each 
picture?

What emotions does each Hamlet 
convey (= express)?

Which adaptation would you most 
want to watch? Why?

the most famous line from Hamlet is probably, “to be 
or not to be: that is the question.” here are some other 
famous quotes from the play. can you guess which word 
from the list should go into each gap? there are six words 
you will use and eight words you will not use. then try to 
guess who says the sentences – hamlet or polonius.

another • feW • king • laughing • literature • 
lot • none • other • Speaking • thinking • true • 
villain • Wrong • Wit (= clever humour)

1 “Listen to many, speak to a __________ .” 

2 “One may smile, and smile, and be a __________ .” 

3 “brevity* is the soul of __________ .” 

4 “God hath* given you one face, and you make 
yourself __________ .” 

5 “This above all: to thine own self* be __________ .” 

6 “There is nothing either good or bad but __________ 
makes it so.”

Glossary*
brevity – using only a few words
thine own self – yourself
hath – has
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“alaS, poor yorick”:  
an extract from “the graveyard Scene”; 
Hamlet act 5, Scene 1 
CD Track 11

roSencrantZ and guildenStern 
are dead
CD Track 12

We’re all familiar with the image of an actor holding 
a skull. This is from a scene where Hamlet and his friend 
Horatio meet two workers who are digging a grave. It is 
Ophelia’s grave, though at first Hamlet doesn’t realise it. 
The gravediggers joke about death as they work. In this 
extract, Hamlet chats with one of the gravediggers and is 
handed the skull of someone he once knew.

listen to the dialogue adapted to modern english and 
answer the following questions.

1 What happened on the day when the man started 
his job as a gravedigger? (name at least one event) 
___________________

2 What does the gravedigger think about the english? 
___________________

3 for how many years has the man been working as 
a gravedigger? ___________________

4 Why does the body of a leather-maker rot more 
slowly than other people? ___________________

5 Who was Yorick? ___________________

6 What did Yorick do to the gravedigger? 
___________________

7 When did Yorick die? ___________________

Note The original, unmodernised version of the dialogue 
is available on the CD – Track 10. You can also 
download an extra sheet with the transcript of 
the original dialogue and additional explanations.

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead is a play by Tom 
stoppard, a british playwright born in Czechoslovakia to 
Jewish parents who escaped from the country before 
the Nazi occupation. It was made into a movie starring 
Gary Oldman and Tim roth in 1990. 

The story takes place in the castle of elsinore (Hamlet’s 
home) at the same time as the events in Hamlet, 
but it puts two of shakespeare’s minor characters at 
the centre. rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Hamlet’s 
old friends, invited to the castle by Claudius to cheer 
the prince up and to spy on him. (In fact, they are 
eventually ordered to kill him – though this doesn’t 
work out, and Hamlet arranges for them to be executed 
instead.) It’s an absurdist tragicomedy with a lot of fun 
conversations between the title characters.

read a dialogue from Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are 
Dead. it’s full of misunderstandings because of the two 
meanings of “i’ve/you’ve got it”. When the characters 
use the phrase, where do they mean “have it” and where 
do they mean “understand it”?

rosencrantz: so, we’ve got a letter that explains 
everything?

guildenstern: You’ve got it.

rosencrantz: I thought you had it?

guildenstern: I do have it.

rosencrantz: You have it?

guildenstern: You’ve got it.

rosencrantz: I don’t get it.

guildenstern: You haven’t got it.

rosencrantz: I just said that!

guildenstern: I’ve got it.

rosencrantz: Oh, I’ve got it!

guildenstern: shut up!

rosencrantz: right.
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making SenSe of nonSenSe 
the Stories Behind idioms
CD Track 13

making SenSe of nonSenSe 
the Stories Behind idioms

try to guess the meaning or origins of the following 
idioms. listen to the cd to check your answers.

1 north american english has a special word for 
“diagonally opposite”.  depending exactly where 
you go, you might hear “kitty corner” “catty corner”, 
“cat-a-corner”, “kit-a-corner”, “caddy corner” or 
something similar. Why?

a It comes from quatre, the old word for a four in 
games of dice.

B It originally meant “the smallest corner” 
(i.e. a small, tight space) because cats like small 
spaces.

c It is from golf: a golfer’s assistant, or caddy, had 
to stand in the “caddy corner”, out of the golfer’s 
way.

2 to “start from scratch” means to start with nothing, 
but why?
a It’s from the way chickens look for food by 

scratching in the dirt.
B It’s from the starting line at a race which is 

“scratched” in the ground.
c It’s from a nickname for the devil, “Old scratch”. 

3 What is “giving someone the hairy eyeball”?
a Looking at them lovingly and longingly.
B staring at them angrily and aggressively.
c Giving them food that’s been on the floor.

4 What is being “hoist on your own petard”?
a sick on your own shoes.
B Lifted by your own words.
c Caught in your own trap.

5 if someone advises you to “take it with a pinch of 
salt” [ame: grain of salt], what are they saying?
a enjoy it.
B Don’t believe it.
c Trust it.

6 What does the idiom “fat chance” mean?
a There’s no possibility of that.
B It’s very likely.
c Good luck.

can you fit idioms from the article into the gaps in this 
poem? What is the poem about? Who are the people and 
what is their connection?

Don’t Slip into My DMs
You must know that I adore you:

Your heart and mine are twinned*

And I’ll always be there for you  

When you’re _______________________ . 

Yes, you are the _______________________ !

Like a warm and lovely breeze, 

Like a beach in the Bahamas…

Would you like to meet me, please?

You and I are strangers.

I’m not going to _______________________ .

I am scared that you’re a danger

And would like to see you gone.

This connection’s your invention,

Now please get out of my face.

I don’t want your strange attention,

You’re a total _______________________ .

I thought you were my darling,

Now the _______________________ ,

I can tell from all your snarling* 

You’re a horrible old hag!*

I’ve given you a few clues 

Yet the lesson you’ve not learnt

I am not a _______________________

And you’ll get your fingers burnt.

[blocked] 

[reported]

Glossary*
DMs – direct messages
twinned – paired; naturally linked
to snarl – make an noise like an angry dog
hag – ugly old woman

quiZ

teacherS’ file – activitieS6



Bridge SeptemBer 2020

Wake up and Smell the coffee 
the Story of the World’s favourite 
drink
CD Track 15

milking SnakeS, hunting for 
treaSure 
the World’s most exciting Jobs 
CD Track 14

the puZZler
CD Track 16

reading and liStening comprehenSion

liStening comprehenSion

liStening comprehenSion

listen to two people discussing coffee. Which 
things are not true based on the information 
in the magazine article? find five factual 
mistakes in the recording.

 1  ___________________________________________

 2  ___________________________________________

 3  ___________________________________________

 4  ___________________________________________

 5  ___________________________________________

listen to four people discussing various 
exciting jobs. Which job from the magazine 
article would each of them choose?

Jacy:  _________________________________________

michael:  _____________________________________

emily:  ________________________________________  

ryan:  ________________________________________

listen to the Strange World solution and fill in the missing 
information below.

1 At present, there are __________ metro systems in Africa and 
__________ in Australia. (How many?)

2 The world’s longest metro network is __________ km long. 
(How many kilometres?)

3 The world’s oldest metro is in __________ . (Which city?)

4 The first underground electric rail system opened in 
__________ . (Which year?)

BonuS queStion: did you catch the names of all eight of the cities 
shown in the picture in the magazine? in which countries are they?

Who are you SuppoSed to Be? 
controversy and casting in tv, film and theater
Speaking

think about a film or television series that you know well. your 
job is to recast the film to make it different in any way you choose. 
you could make a live-action remake of an animation, for instance, 
or remake a hollywood film with local actors, or get creative in 
changing any of the identities of the characters. describe your 
changes to a partner, including why you made these choices.

examples:

I would cast….. in the role of….. because….

I was disappointed when…. was cast as…. 

In my film, all of the characters are…

I would like to see….. play the part of…. because…

I’ve always wanted to see a…. version of…. because…

I can’t imagine…. in the role of… because…  

I would love to hear…. voice the character of…. because…

Useful Vocabulary
a part, a role, a character – one person in a film, television series or play
to play – when an actor performs a role
to cast – when someone chooses the actor to play a role
to be cast – when the actor is chosen to play a role
to voice (a character) – when someone speaks a part in an animated film or series

teacherS’ file – activitieS7
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SolutionS to 
the activitieS

Sailing to america
1 distant, 2 smelly, 3 strict, 4 indigenous, 
5 independent, 6 complicated, 7 seasick, 8 stormy

cool, glamorous and Wild
listening comprehension: 1 no, 2 yes, 3 yes, 
4 the soccer team’s, 5 He doesn’t want people he 
didn’t invite showing up at his house.

vocabulary and reading comprehension: 
1 low-income, wealthy, 2 rural, 3 public, private, 
homeschooled, 4 exaggerated 

england 
1 2500 bC, 1–2; stonehenge – D

2 scotland, soldiers; Hadrian’s Wall – G 

3 cottage, 12th; Windsor Castle – f

4 france, colour; White Cliffs of Dover – H

5 steel, 1998; Angel of the North – e

6 150, lake; Lake District – A 

7 modern, tourist; Tower bridge – C

8 educational, southwest; Cambridge University – b

Secrets of england
taSk 1: 1b, 2C, 3b, 4C, 5C, 6C

taSk 2: 1f, 2D, 3b, 4A, 5C, 6e

William Shakespeare’s Hamlet 
hamlet in a nutShell:

1 Denmark

2 ghost, (his brother / Hamlet’s uncle) Claudius

3 mad / crazy / insane

4 actors

5 killed / murdered / assassinated

6 Ophelia, father (polonius), drowning

7 fails / goes wrong / doesn’t work out, kills / 
murders / assassinates, dies / is killed / 
is murdered

famouS quoteS: 1 few (polonius), 2 villain (Hamlet), 
3 wit (polonius), 4 another (Hamlet), 5 true (polonius), 
6 thinking (Hamlet)

“alaS, poor yorick”: 

1 the old king Hamlet defeated fortinbras / 
the young Hamlet was born

2 they are all mad

3 thirty

4 his skin is leathery and waterproof (because of 
his job)

5 the king’s personal clown

6 poured a bottle of wine on his head

7 23 years ago

roSencrantZ and guildenStern are dead:

rosencrantz: so, we’ve got a letter that explains 
everything? (= have)

Guildenstern: You’ve got it. (= understand)

rosencrantz: I thought you had it? (= have)

Guildenstern: I do have it. (= have)

rosencrantz: You have it? (= have)

Guildenstern: You’ve got it. (= understand)

rosencrantz: I don’t get it. (= understand)

Guildenstern: You haven’t got it. (= have)

rosencrantz: I just said that!

Guildenstern: I’ve got it. (= have)

rosencrantz: Oh, I’ve got it! (= understand)

Guildenstern: shut up!

rosencrantz: right.

making Sense of nonsense
1 three sheets to the wind, 2 cat’s pyjamas / 
bee’s knees, 3 egg you on, 4 basket case, 5 cat’s out of 
the bag, 6 goody two-shoes

Sample anSWer: It’s about a woman being messaged 
by a man on social media. At first, we think they must 
be lovers because of the tone of the man’s message, but 
then we realise they don’t know each other at all. He 
only knows her from following her social media. When 
the woman rejects him, he becomes angry and abusive. 
she tells him she’s not scared of him, then blocks him.

making Sense of nonsense
1A, 2b, 3b, 4C, 5b, 6A

the puzzler
1 two, one; 2 699.3; 3 London 4 1890

Bonus question: berlin (Germany), paris (france), 
Chicago (UsA), New York (UsA), budapest 
(Hungary), beijing (China), moscow (russia), 
Taipei (Taiwan / China)

milking Snakes, hunting for treasure
Jacy: adventure filmmaker 

michael: safari guide 

emily: search and rescue helicopter pilot 

ryan: salvage diver or treasure hunter

Wake up and Smell the coffee
1 Norwegian (not swedish)

2 globally people drink more tea than coffee

3 “schools of the wise” (not brilliant)

4 in venice (not vienna)

5 in the 18th century (not 19th century)

SolutionS 
from the magaZine

B1 listening 

 

1A, 2D, 3C, 4b

B1 reading: men and nature

01b (b), 02A (e), 03b (d), 04A (a), 05A (d), 06A (c)

B2: language in use: the War of 
the Worlds 

 

01b, 02b, 03D, 04D, 05C, 06A, 07b, 08b, 09A, 10C, 11D, 
12b, 13D, 14C, 15C, 16D, 17A, 18b, 19A, 20b

lockdown laughs
1 velvet, 2 lowly, 3 passion fruit, 4 fondant, 
5 essentials, 6 curator, 7 gross, 8 bun, 9 plague

Secrets of england
1 puzzlewood, 2 eyam, 3 fort roughs Tower (which 
later turned into the principality of sealand), 4 Witley 
Underwater ballroom, kelvedon Hatch bunker, 5 fort 
roughs Tower / The principality of sealand, Witley 
Underwater ballroom, mother shipton’s Cave

the puzzler
Word Wheel: In total, it is possible to make 
120 words that are listed in the merriam-Webster 
Dictionary, but that includes very rare words like 
“arow” (an adverb meaning “in a row”), “meaow” 
(the sound a cat makes, more commonly spelt 
“meow”) and “ofay” (Afro-American slang for a white 
person). Here are most of the more common words: 
(A1) early, farm, meal, warm, wear, year (A2) real, 
meow (b1) army, fare, fear, frame, lawyer, leaf, 
male (b2) aero, afro, aloe, fame, flame, flora, foal, 
foam, formal, lame, layer, leafy, loaf, loafer, mare, 

mayo, mayor, moral, moray, oral, relay, roam, royal, 
wafer, warmly, (C1&2) afore, amyl, feral, flare, flaw, 
foamy, fora, molar, morale, realm, wary, weary. 
The nine-letter word is Mayflower.

confuSing SentenceS: (some variation possible) 
1 The car that had been raced past the house crashed 
(i.e. someone had raced the car past the house, then 
crashed it.) 2 sally gave a biscuit to the girl who was 
bitten by a dog. 3 The man who was hit by the girl 
Joe loved survived (i.e. Joe loved a girl. she hit a man 
with her car. He survived.) 4 The author wrote that 
the novel was great. 5 married men are housed in 
the building complex. 6 An angry dog attacked a man 
who was holding an axe. 

odd Word out: They all spell a different word when 
read backwards (desserts, mined, repaid, straw) 
except for racecar, which is a palindrome (= a word 
that is the same when you read it forwards from 
the beginning or backwards from the end).

Strange World 
metro lines of eight different cities (berlin, paris, 
Chicago, New York, budapest, beijing, moscow and 
Taipei).

do you know your landmarks?
1 stonehenge

2 Hadrian’s Wall

3 Windsor Castle

4 White Cliffs of Dover

5 Angel of the North

6 Lake District

7 Tower bridge

8 Cambridge University

Wake up and Smell the coffee
1D, 2b, 3A, 4f, 5C, 6e

let’s practise 

 

i. complete the sentences.

1C, 2A, 3C, 4C, 5b, 6C, 7b, 8C, 9b, 10b

ii. Which sentence is wrong?

1C, 2A, 3C, 4b, 5b

iii. complete the second sentence.

1 forward to seeing, 2 does this necklace, 3 haven’t 
seen / have not seen, 4 worse/poorer singer than, 
5 was built, 6 unable to / not able to, 7 can use a / can 
pay by, 8 less than, 9 is forbidden / is prohibited / is 
not allowed / is banned, 10 lent, 11 whose, 12 far from, 
13 unless, 14 come late / am late, 15 about, 16 so

iv. Bog Snorkelling

1 from, 2 for, 3 of, 4 to / for, 5 in, 6 of, 7 with / through, 
8 for, 9 from, 10 as, 11 on, 12 by

let’s practise 

i. Bog Snorkelling 
1 from, 2 for, 3 of, 4 to / for, 5 in, 6 of, 7 with / through, 
8 for, 9 from, 10 as, 11 on, 12 by

ii. complete the second sentence. 
1 forward to seeing, 2 does this necklace, 3 haven’t 
seen / have not seen, 4 worse/poorer singer than, 
5 was built, 6 unable to / not able to, 7 can use a / can 
pay by, 8 less than, 9 is forbidden / is prohibited / is 
not allowed / is banned, 10 lent, 11 whose, 12 far from, 
13 unless, 14 come late / am late, 15 about, 16 so

hamlet (back cover)
“A naturally rational mind 

disordered by grief, murder and 
the hollow insufficiency of revenge.” 

benedict 
Cumberbatch

“This Hamlet is proactive, masculine, 
edgy to the point of aggression.” 

Tom Hiddleston

“This is a Hamlet of quicksilver 
intelligence and wild humour.” 

David Tennant

“Wide-eyed and baby-faced, this 
Hamlet is boyish.” 

 ruth Negga

“This Hamlet is a graffiti prince.”  paapa essiedu


