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ACTIVITY SHEET
Teaching materials selected 
from the English magazine 
Bridge. Copying and free 
distribution permitted.

A0–A1 
PRIMARY-SCHOOL 

STUDENTS 
(AGED 8–11)

A1–A2
PRIMARY-SCHOOL 

STUDENTS 
(AGED 10–13)

A2–B1
PRIMARY- AND 

SECONDARY-SCHOOL 
STUDENTS 

(AGED 13–16)

B1–B2 
SECONDARY-SCHOOL 

STUDENTS  
(AGED 16–19)

SOLUTIONS
Picture Quiz

1 sporran (a pouch or bag worn as part 
of male Scottish Highland dress)

2 castle (pic is Doune Castle, used as 
the location for Winterfell in Game of 
Thrones)

3 osprey (a species of fish-hunting hawk 
that’s rare in Britain but found in 
Scotland)

4 tartan (patterns associated with 
Scottish clans, or families)

5 loch (Scottish word for lake)
6 ATM (= automated teller machine, 

i.e. bank machine; invented separately 
at almost the same time by two 
Scots, James Goodfellow and John 
Shepherd-Barron)

7 Nessie (the Loch Ness monster, 
a creature popularly believed to live in 
a Scottish lake)

8 Dundee cake (a traditional Scottish 
cake). Not used: shamrock (Irish leaf 
symbol), leek (Welsh national flower).

Crossword
ACROSTIC ANSWER: SCOTLAND 
ACROSS 
2 Loch Lomond, 4 Callanish Stones, 
5 Galashiels, 7 Braveheart, 8 Skara Brae, 
9 Ben Nevis, 13 Antonine Wall, 18 Loch 
Ness, 19 sandstone, 20 Outer Hebrides, 
21 Royal Mile, 22 New Town, 23 Edinburgh  
DOWN 
1 St Andrews University, 3 Little 
Scotland, 6 St Andrews, 10 Bannockburn, 
11 Highlands, 12 Stirling, 14 fishing, 
15 cashmere, 16 Glasgow, 17 River Clyde 

The Scottish Tourist Board
Some info about the posters: 

1 V&A Dundee, a design museum in 
Dundee, Scotland

2 The Callanish (Gaelic: Calanais) Stones 
(see magazine).

3 Red Hot Chilli Pipers, a well-known 
bagpipe rock band, shown in front of 
the Forth Bridge in eastern Scotland.

4 A man in a kilt with sock flashes 
(the ribbons) and ghillie brogue 
shoe laces (tied up the leg). In 
the background is a Highland scene. 
The slogan refers to Outlander, 
a historical drama television series 
with its 6th season currently in 
development.

5 The Glenfinnan Viaduct, featured in 
the Harry Potter movies. 

Skara Brae
SAMPLE ANSWERS

1 No. The village had only one entrance. 
2 To keep out the wind and cold.
3 A stone seat/ the father’s seat.
4 A fire.
5 An extended family.
6 In the mid-19th century.
7 They hunted, fished and farmed.
8 To make flour for bread.

Royal Mile
main drag = central street
colourful jumble = exciting mess
filth = extreme dirtiness
congested = crowded
wretched = extremely poor
frontage = space (width) for building
skinny = thin, narrow
reeked = smelled badly
strikingly = distinctively
surge = push forward powerfully 

Bonus: Auld Reekie = Old Reeky/Stinky/
Smelly (compare “reeked” from the vocab 
list) 
True or false: 1 T, 2 T, 3 F (It was filthy), 4 T, 
5 F (The closes are courtyards connected 
by the lanes and tunnels), 6 T, 7 F (It was 
named for its stinking air), 8 F (It was 
the official royal residence), 9 T, 10 F 
(He was/is Catalan)

Scottish Slang
Hau’s it gaun? = How’s it going?
I’m goin tae the pictures = I’m going to 
the cinema.
I dinnae ken = I don’t know.
Heid doon arse up = get on with it.
No, ah umnae = no I’m not.
Aye right = Yeah, I told you so.
Awa’ an bile yer heid = go and boil your 
head, get lost, leave me alone.
Yer clatty, yer mingin = you are disgusting.
Yer a chancer = you’re cheeky.
Taps aff = tops off.
Geein me the boak = makes me feel sick.
Yer gettin’ skelped = you are going to get 
to get a slap.
You’re a bonnie lass = you’re a beautiful 
girl.
Yer oot yer face = you’re very drunk.
Bye for noo, see ye after = goodbye, I’ll see 
you later.
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TRANSCRIPTION
Skara Brae video
This is the only entrance to the village - and 
the only exit. Originally this passageway 
would have been roofed over with stone 
slabs. The passageway is low and narrow 
and winding, and this is to stop the winds 
coming through and causing draughts. 
On either side of the passageway there 
are entrances into the individual houses. 
This is the entrance to a house, and it’s 
very low. This isn’t because the Stone Age 
people were small, but it was to keep out 
the wind and the cold. As you come into 
the house you have to walk to the right 
because on the left there is this barrier. As 
you come into the house you move round 
and come to the seat. This is where we 
think the father of the house would have 
sat, right in close to the fire. The fire is in 
the centre of the house and it was the only 
source of heat and light for the people here. 
They would have spent the evenings in 
the house around the fire, and they would 
have done all their cooking here. In this 
house, as well as the father, there would 
have been the mother and the children and 
possibly Granny and granddad and aunties 
and uncles as well. This is what we call an 
extended family: they would have all lived 
under this one roof. This was something 
that was common in the Neolithic or 
the Stone Age, but it also carried on in 
Orkney until the middle of the nineteenth 
century – about 1850 or so. The Stone Age 
people would have hunted and finished and 
farmed. They would have grown their own 
crops, and they would have used the grinder 
to grind the corn to make flour to make 
their bread.

Royal Mile video
Old Edinburgh’s main drag — nicknamed 
The Royal Mile — leads from the castle 
downhill through the Old Town to 
the palace. This colorful jumble is 
the tourists’ Edinburgh: a dense tangle 
of historic buildings, fun museums and 
cultural clichés on sale. 

Edinburgh was a wonder in the 17th 
and 18th centuries. It was famed for its 
skyscrapers — they say the first anywhere — 
but also for its filth. It was once the most 
congested city in Europe. Its most wretched 
couldn’t even afford candles. They lived in 
darkness. It’s said they knew each other 
not by how they looked, but by how they 
smelled.

Medieval skyscrapers towered ten 
stories and higher. Frontage on the High 
Street was so limited that the buildings 
were narrow and tall, crammed shoulder 
to shoulder with little courtyards called 
“closes” branching off. These closes were 
connected to the main drag by skinny lanes 
or even tunnels. Four hundred years ago, 
Edinburgh was nicknamed “Auld Reekie”. 
The entire city was a black-stained mess of 
chimneys and reeked of smoke. 

The Royal Mile ends at the gates 
of Holyrood Palace — for five hundred 
years the official royal residence here in 
Edinburgh. 

For several centuries, Scotland was ruled 
from London. Parliament hadn’t met here 
since 1707. Recently, the Scots voted to 
bring their parliament home and London 
didn’t object. In the year 2000, Edinburgh 
resumed its position as home of Scotland’s 
parliament.

Scotland’s strikingly modern parliament 
building opened in 2004. The Catalan 
architect, Enric Miralles, mixed old 
windows, wild angles and organic themes 
into a startling complex that would, as he 
envisioned, surge from out of the rock and 
into the city.

Scottish slang video
Welcome to Thomas Doherty’s Scottish slang 
school. Hau’s it gaun? means How’s it going? 
“Hey, hau’s it gaun? I’m goin tae the pictures 
means I’m going to the cinema. “I’m goin 
tae the pictures!” I dinnae ken means I don’t 
know. Heid doon arse up means get on with 
it. “Ach, heid doon arse up!” No, ah umnae 
means no I’m not. “Eh, no, umnae.” Aye right, 
means Yeah, I told you so. Awa’ an bile yer 
heid means go and boil your head – get lost. 
“Awa’ an bile yer heid!” Yer clatty, yer mingin 
means that you are disgusting. “Here, yer 
clatty like, yer pure mingin.” Yer a chancer 
means you’re cheeky – I get called a chancer 
all the time. Taps aff is tops off: whenever 
there’s a bit of sunshine in Scotland people 
will shout “Taps aff!”. Geein me the boak 
means that makes me feel sick. “Yeah by 
the way that’s geein me the boak.” Yer gettin’ 
skelped means you are going to get to get 
a slap. “Yer gettin’ skelped.” You’re a bonnie 
lass means you’re a beautiful girl. “Ah, you’re 
a bonnie lass!” Yer oot yer face means 
you’re very drunk. “Yer oot yer face, man!” 
And finally, bye for noo, see ye after means 
goodbye, I’ll see you later.


