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CD Track 1

LISTENING
You will hear people talking in four 
different situations. For questions 1–4, 
choose the correct answer: A, B, C or D.

1 Why did Helen stay at home instead of 
going hiking?

Frank: Hi, Helen. How are you? Why 
didn’t you join us for the hiking trip last 
weekend? It was great.

Helen: Hi, Frank. I’m so sorry, I really tried 
to make it. You know how it is, though. 
I always babysit my cousin’s daughter 
on Saturdays...

Frank: I know, but surely you could have 
taken a day off for once?

Helen: Yes, and I did. I’ve had a lot of 
work lately, too, but I made sure to 
complete everything during the week. 

Frank: And yet you still didn’t go.
Helen: Because on Friday I got a call from 

my friend Melissa. Do you remember 
her? She lives in the UK now, but she 
came here unexpectedly and wanted 
to visit me with her husband. I couldn’t 
say no.

Frank: I see. 
Helen: They came to my place and we 

talked for hours. And then my cousin 
joined us for a while, with the daughter 
who I usually babysit. 

Frank: Well, I’m glad you had a good 
time – but it’s still a pity.

Helen: Maybe it was for the best that 
I didn’t go, because I wasn’t feeling 
well last week. I felt fine by Friday, but 
who knows what hiking would have 
done to me?

Frank: Well, you’re forgiven. But you 
must join us next time.

CD Track 2

2 What is the speaker going to do with 
her old phone?

I’ve got a new phone, and I’m still not 
sure what to do with the old one. It would 
be a shame just to throw it away – it’s 
a bit old, but it’s still usable. Plus, I had to 
get it repaired not long ago, and I don’t 
want to feel that I wasted money on 
that. I had thought about giving it to my 
grandma, as she only uses the landline 
and it’s hard for her to get to the phone 
quickly these days. She said she doesn’t 

want a mobile, though, because she 
doesn’t understand them. I also asked 
my sister if her son would be interested 
in having it. She said that of course he’d 
like it, but she wouldn’t – she thinks he’s 
too young to have a mobile. I don’t really 
agree, all the kids have phones these 
days, but obviously it’s her decision. 
I’ll talk to my grandma again. If I set it 
up for her and show her how to use it, 
maybe she’ll change her mind. And if not, 
I’ll think of something else so that I don’t 
have to trash it.
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3 What does the man think about 
the new supermarket?

Woman: Hey, have you been to the new 
supermarket they opened last week?

Man: Yes, I have, a few times. I won’t go 
again if I can avoid it.

Woman: Why not? Is it too expensive?
Man: Not really. In fact, they had some 

really good discounts when I was there.
Woman: I’ve heard people complaining 

that it’s not very big, so the range is 
pretty limited.

Man: Well, I had hoped they would have 
a more interesting selection, but I found 
everything I needed for our basic 
shopping. It wasn’t that. What annoyed 
me was that every time I went there, 
the queues to pay were so horrible 
that I spent longer queuing than I did 
shopping. The cashiers were young and 
so nice and friendly, but couldn’t they 
be a bit quicker?

Woman: Hmm. It can’t be worse than 
the rude service in the old supermarket, 
though. That place drives me mad.

Man: And it’s more expensive, too. I don’t 
go there any more either.

CD Track 4

4 What did the woman like best about 
the event?

I’m not very fond of public events as 
I don’t like crowds, but yesterday there 
was a community festival just a five-
minute walk from my house, so I decided 
to try it. They promised some free 
concerts and it sounded like my kind of 
music. There were a lot of people, just 
as I’d feared, but there were also a lot 
of stalls selling food from different 

parts of the world. I bought some 
Vietnamese spring rolls and some French 
macarons and I really liked them. Then 
I caught a bit of a theatre performance, 
which was so bad that it was almost 
good. After that, I watched a match 
between two local football teams. I’m 
not much of a football fan, but even I’ll 
admit the atmosphere was fantastic. 
The concerts were very lively, too, with 
people singing along and dancing – 
definitely a lot of fun. And I was right, it 
was the kind of music I like. But still, and 
I’m surprised to hear myself saying it, 
the best part of the day was that game. 
Maybe there’s a secret sports fan hiding 
inside me. My one regret is that I didn’t 
try more of the food. Well, next time...

CD Track 5

Men and Nature
Read the following article about Banská 
Štiavnica. Decide if statements 01–06 are 
(A) true, or (B) false. For each statement 
you should also write the letter (a–e) 
of the paragraph that supports your 
answer.

For several centuries, Banská Štiavnica, 
a small town surrounded by mountains, 
was the heart of European mining. 
The town is situated in the centre of 
a volcano and fifteen million years ago, 
its explosions not only gave the region 
its particular shape but also made many 
precious metals and minerals come to 
the Earth’s surface.

Legend has it that two little lizards 
covered in golden and silver dust showed 
the inhabitants of Štiavnica the treasures 
hidden in the mountains. Gold and silver 
were originally freely visible on the rocks, 
but in order to get closer to their source, 
people needed to learn the craft of 
mining. That is how the first German 
miners were invited to come and settle in 
Slovakia and teach the locals their skills.

They were given many advantages in 
exchange for their knowledge. Having 
the right to buy land, to build houses 
and to open breweries, they moved 
the life from the mountains to the valley 
and changed Štiavnica to a developed 
medieval town that set an example for 
the rest of the Hungarian Kingdom. 

Štiavnica’s miners worked manually 
twelve hours a day, six days a week. 
Even like this, in one year, two miners 
were able to dig only 10 metres of 
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a very narrow tunnel. This changed in 
1627, when the first documented use of 
gunpowder in mining in the world took 
place here.

In the 18th century, the mines were 
already so deep that the presence of 
water made mining too dangerous. 
That was when Matej Kornel Hell, 
the lead mechanic of the town, came 
up with the idea of creating a system of 
artificial lakes that would draw the water 
out of the mines. At the same time, 
the waterflow would fuel the transport 
of ore from the mines, so that 
miners would no longer need to do it 
themselves. This system of sixty lakes 
not only saved the mining in Štiavnica 
but also changed the landscape forever. 
Today, these lakes called tajchy, form 
part of the vivid local tourism and 
in combination with the mountains 
that surround the medieval town give 
the region its particular beauty.

CD Track 6

The War of the Worlds 
For questions 01–20 read the text below. 
Decide which word or phrase (A, B, C 
or D) best fits each space. There is an 
example at the beginning.

“Ladies and gentlemen, we interrupt our 
program of dance music to bring you 
a special bulletin: Martians have invaded 
Jersey City!” Well, that’s not exactly 
what happened, as we know now, but on 
October 30th, 1938, at 8 p.m., that is what 
millions of Americans who were huddled 
closely around their radios heard.

Sunday evenings in 1938 were 
prime-time in the golden age of radio, 
and millions of Americans had their 
radios turned on, eagerly waiting to 
hear sport updates, plays, soap operas, 
talent shows or their favorite situational 
comedies. Radio was the first broadcast 
medium, and people regularly tuned-in 
to their favorite programs and whole 
families gathered to listen to the home 
radio in the evening.

Orson Welles was just 23 years old 
when he decided to adapt H.G. Wells’ 
19th-century science fiction novel 
The War of the Worlds to American 
national radio. He decided to base 
his take on the play on the imitation 
of news: series of exciting bulletins 
announcing a Martian attack were 
interrupting a dance music program 
that served as a frame for the whole 
broadcast.

The idea was very inventive and 
he was able to create such a realistic 
production that many listeners who 
jumped in the middle of the hour-long 
drama confused the play with reality 
and believed that their country was 
under a real Martian attack. Many 
listeners happened upon the broadcast 
without having heard the disclaimer 

stating that it was just a theatrical 
performance placed at the beginning of 
the play and often thought that Earth 
really had been invaded by a Martian 
spacecraft. 60 percent of the stations 
that carried the play had to broadcast 
announcements to calm those who 
panicked and police stations had to 
answer calls from terrified citizens and 
explain that it was all just a scheduled 
radio performance.

Later, Orson Welles, already 
informed about the panic that followed 
the broadcast, discussed the event with 
reporters. He admitted being totally 
surprised by the effect his play had on 
the public. Even though the broadcast 
was called regrettable by the authorities, 
the performance made Welles’ career 
flourish. Only three years later he would 
go on to make the classic film Citizen 
Kane and became one of the most 
significant film directors of all times.

CD Track 7

England
1 This stone circle was built about 
2500 BC. The heaviest stones are sarsen, 
a kind of sandstone. They probably came 
from the Marlborough Downs, about 
30 kilometres away (about halfway 
between London and Bristol). The smaller 
stones, each weighing 1–2 tonnes, are 
bluestones. They came from Wales, over 
200 kilometres to the west.

2 The Romans conquered most of Britain, 
but the Picts (a lost culture in what later 
became Scotland) were never defeated. 
The Emperor Hadrian commanded that 
a 117-kilometre wall should be built to 
keep them out. The wall needed tens 
of thousands of soldiers to guard it, 
and whole communities grew up along 
its length. Many soldiers and civilians 
travelled great distances to live and work 
there, including people from modern-day 
Syria, Romania and North Africa. 

3 If Buckingham Palace is the Queen’s 
town house, this is her weekend cottage 
(she has a place in Scotland, too, but this 
little place is conveniently located just 
outside London). It’s been the home of 
English monarchs since the 12th century; 
no other castle in the world has been 
inhabited for so long.

4 This 13 kilometres of the southern 
English coastline stretches out on both 
sides of Britain’s busiest passenger port, 
facing out towards France. The cliff face 
is around 110 metres high. Its unusual 
colour is because it is mostly made of 
chalk. 

5 This massive statue stands just 
south of Newcastle, looking out over 
the countryside. It is made of steel and 
is 20 metres tall, with wings measuring 

54 metres across. It was made in 1998 to 
symbolise hope for the future.

6 This beautiful area of England 
lies some 150 kilometres north of 
Manchester. Among its highlights 
is Windermere, the lake where 
the romantic poet William Wordsworth 
lived.

7 It’s a bridge and it’s in the middle of 
London, but it’s not London Bridge, which 
is much more modern (the old bridge 
having been destroyed many times over 
the centuries). This tourist favourite, 
built about 150 years ago, has a different 
name.

8 The two top educational institutions 
in England are known as Oxbridge, 
a combination of their names, though 
they are old enemies. This picture 
shows one of the two, which lies 
about 100 kilometres north of London. 
The other, Oxford University, is 
140 kilometres to its southwest.
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Cool, Glamorous and Wild
Is US High School Really Like 
the Movies?

Person 1: Hey Jamie, what are you up to 
tonight?

Person 2: Not much. I’ve got football 
practice after school and then a ton of 
math homework. How about you ?

P1: I’ve got soccer practice and math 
homework, too, and I’ve still got tons of 
applications to finish.

P2: You’re already working on college 
applications? It’s September. I haven’t 
even started mine yet. I promised my 
mom I would mail them all before 
Christmas, so I’ve still got time. 

P1: Yeah, well, applying early will be 
worth it if I get into Harvard. And 
there’s no way I can afford to pay for it, 
so a scholarship’s my only option, and 
I need the best grades I can get. I figure 
that’s worth losing a few hours of sleep 
every night.

P2: Does that mean you can’t make it to 
Taylor’s party on Friday?

P1: Oh, I’ll be there. I just hope 
the weather stays nice so we can all 
hang out in the backyard. Do you know 
who else is going?

P2: I know he invited the whole soccer 
team, plus a couple of his friends from 
the school newspaper, but he also told 
me not to spread the word. He doesn’t 
want a bunch of people that he didn’t 
invite showing up at his house. 

P1: Uh oh…
P2: What’s wrong?
P1: I already posted about it on 

Instagram. 
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Hamlet by William 
Shakespeare
Famous Quotes

1 “Listen to many, speak to a few.” 

2 “One may smile, and smile, and be 
a villain.” 

3 “Brevity is the soul of wit.” 

4 “God hath given you one face, and you 
make yourself another.” 

5 “This above all: to thine own self be 
true.” 

6 “There is nothing either good or bad 
but thinking makes it so.”

CD Track 10

“Alas, Poor Yorick”: 
An extract from “The Graveyard 
Scene”; Hamlet Act 5, Scene 1 

The original dialogue

Hamlet: How long hast thou been 
a grave-maker?

Gravedigger: Of all the days in the year, 
I came to it that day that our last king 
Hamlet overcame Fortinbras.

Hamlet: How long is that since?
Gravedigger: Cannot you tell that? Every 

fool can tell that: it was the very day 
that young Hamlet was born; he that is 
mad, and sent into England.

Hamlet: Ay, marry, why was he sent into 
England?

Gravedigger: Why, because he was 
mad: he shall recover his wits there; or, 
if he do not, it’s no great matter there.

Hamlet: Why?
Gravedigger: It will not be seen in him 

there; there the men are as mad as he.
Hamlet: How came he mad?
Gravedigger: Very strangely, they say.
Hamlet: How strangely?
Gravedigger: Faith, even with losing his 

wits.
Hamlet: Upon what ground?
Gravedigger: Why, here in 

Denmark: I have been sexton here, man 
and boy, thirty years.

Hamlet: How long will a man lie in 
the earth ere he rot?

Gravedigger: In faith, if he be not rotten 
before he die – as we have many pocky 
corses now-a-days, that will scarce hold 
the laying in – he will last you some 
eight year or nine year: a tanner will 
last you nine year.

Hamlet: Why he more than another?
Gravedigger: Why, sir, his hide is so tanned 

with his trade, that he will keep out 
water a great while; and your water is 
a sore decayer of your whoreson dead 

body. Here’s a skull now; this skull has 
lain in the earth three and twenty years.

Hamlet: Whose was it?
Gravedigger: A whoreson mad fellow’s it 

was: whose do you think it was?
Hamlet: Nay, I know not.
Gravedigger: A pestilence on him for 

a mad rogue! He poured a flagon of 
Rhenish on my head once. This same 
skull, sir, was Yorick’s skull, the king’s 
jester.

Hamlet: This?
Gravedigger: Even that.
Hamlet: Let me see.
Takes the skull
Hamlet: Alas, poor Yorick! I knew him, 

Horatio. Prithee, Horatio, tell me one 
thing.

Horatio: What’s that, my lord?
Hamlet: Dost thou think Alexander 

looked of this fashion in the earth?
Horatio: Even so.
Hamlet: And smelt so? Pah!
Puts down the skull
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“Alas, Poor Yorick”: 
An extract from “The Graveyard 
Scene”; Hamlet Act 5, Scene 1 

The dialogue in modern English

Hamlet: How long have you been 
a gravedigger?

Gravedigger: As it happens, I started on 
the very day that the old King Hamlet 
defeated Fortinbras.

Hamlet: How long ago was that?
Gravedigger: You don’t know that? Every 

idiot knows that! It was the same 
day that the young Hamlet was born. 
The mad one they sent to England.

Hamlet: Oh, really? And why was he sent 
to England?

Gravedigger: Well, because he was mad. 
He’ll get better there, and even if he 
doesn’t, it won’t much matter there.

Hamlet: Why not?
Gravedigger: No one’ll notice. They’re all 

mad there. 
Hamlet: How did he go mad, anyway?
Gravedigger: It was very strange, they 

say.
Hamlet: Why was it strange?
Gravedigger: Well, he just went 

completely mad.
Hamlet: Yes, but on what grounds?
Gravedigger: These very grounds we 

stand on. Anyway, to answer your 
question, I’ve been working here since 
I were a boy – thirty years.

Hamlet: How long does it take for 
someone to rot in the ground? 

Gravedigger: Honestly, and assuming he’s 
not rotten before he dies – and we have 
lots of bodies these days so rotten with 
syphilis that we can hardy get them in 
the ground without them falling apart – 
he’ll last about eight or nine years. 
A leather-maker will last nine years.

Hamlet: Why him more than anyone else?
Gravedigger: Because, sir, his skin is so 

much like leather from his job that it’ll 
keep out the water for ages, and it’s 
water that really rots a dead bastard’s 
body. See this skull here. This has been 
here 23 years.

Hamlet: Whose was it?
Gravedigger: A bloody madman’s. Go on, 

take a guess.  
Hamlet: No, I don’t know.
Gravedigger: Damn him, he was a mad 

bastard. He poured a whole bottle of 
wine on my head once. This skull, sir, 
was Yorick’s. The king’s personal clown.

Hamlet: This?
Gravedigger: That very one.
Hamlet: Let me see.
Takes the skull.
Hamlet: Oh, poor Yorick! I knew him, 

Horatio. Tell me something. 
Horatio: What’s that, my lord?
Hamlet: Do you think Alexander 

the Great looked like this in his grave?
Horatio: Pretty much.
Hamlet: And smelt like it? Ugh!
Puts down the skull

CD Track 12

Rosencrantz and 
Guildenstern Are Dead
Rosencrantz: So, we’ve got a letter that 

explains everything?
Guildenstern: You’ve got it.
Rosencrantz: I thought you had it?
Guildenstern: I do have it.
Rosencrantz: You have it?
Guildenstern: You’ve got it.
Rosencrantz: I don’t get it.
Guildenstern: You haven’t got it.
Rosencrantz: I just said that!
Guildenstern: I’ve got it.
Rosencrantz: Oh, I’ve got it!
Guildenstern: Shut up!
Rosencrantz: Right.

CD Track 13

Making Sense of Nonsense
The Stories Behind Idioms

1 When people were playing dice games, 
they used to call the number four 
“cater” – a lazy Englishman’s way of 
saying the French word quatre. People 
started using “cater corner” to mean in 
the corner of a square – like the dots on 
a die – and a bit later, to mean diagonally 
opposite. The original link to quatre got 
forgotten, and people started replacing 
the nonsense word “cater” with more 
familiar words like cat, kitty and caddy.

2 Any line on the ground in sport used to 
be called a scratch. Originally such a line 
was literally scratched in the ground, but 
the term was still used long after people 
started using paint and other methods. 
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One use was in racing, where the starting 
line was known as the scratch. So 
starting right at the very beginning was 
“starting from scratch”. 

3 To “eyeball” someone (or “give them 
the eyeball”) means to stare at them 
aggressively or rudely. Giving them 
the hairy eyeball is the same thing. 
When the idiom first appeared, it was 
teen slang for looking at someone with 
desire – but that meaning didn’t last 
long. The “hairy” bit refers to eyelashes, 
by the way. Think of staring at someone 
with eyes narrowed.

4 If someone is trying to cause problems 
for others, and instead gets into trouble 
themselves, we say they are “hoist on 
their own petard”. In modern English 
the word “hoist” means “to lift something 
using ropes”, but it used to have another 
meaning that was closer to “throw”. 
A petard, meanwhile, was an explosive, 
like an early grenade. To use a petard you 
had to place it, light a cord, then run. If 
anything went wrong, you’d be hoist by 
your own petard. 

5 This one goes back to some very bad 
advice on how to make yourself immune 
to poisons by eating them regularly 
with a bit of salt to make them easier to 
swallow. It shifted its meaning over time, 
and now is a warning that something is 
not to be trusted or believed without 
question. 

6 If there’s a slim chance of something 
happening, it means a very small 
possibility. Logical enough. But, if there’s 
a fat chance, it means... there’s no 
possibility. It used to have the meaning 
of a really good chance, but was often 
used sarcastically to mean the opposite. 
Nowadays only the sarcastic use 
survives. The same goes for another 
idiom, “a fat lot of good”, which means 
“no good at all”. It’s used when we say 
things like, “a fat lot of good that’ll do”.

CD Track 14

Milking Snakes, Hunting for 
Treasure
The World’s Most Exciting Jobs 

Ryan: So, if you had to choose, which of 
the crazy jobs would you pick? Jacy?

Jacy: Hmm, I’m not really into 
the dangerous life, Ryan. Although 
I seriously wanted to be an astronaut at 
one point. It didn’t work out, obviously.

Ryan: I didn’t know that. So that 
would be your pick? Heading out to 
the International Space Station?

Jacy: I was going to say that, but on 
second thoughts… I have a YouTube 
channel these days, so I’d go with 
something I could use: filming 

adventurers who are exploring extreme 
corners of the planet. 

Ryan: But that would mean that other 
people would be the stars of the videos, 
not you. Very different from your 
YouTube channel.

Jacy: I wouldn’t mind.
Ryan: All right. And what about you, 

Michael?
Michael: I would want to do something 

connected with animals, that’s for sure. 
I’m not afraid of dangerous animals, 
including venomous snakes – in fact 
I’m fascinated by them and have two 
at home, though obviously I don’t milk 
them. That said, I wouldn’t want a job 
in a lab. I’d rather experience wildlife in 
a natural environment. Helping people to 
discover and experience the animal life of 
the African wilderness sounds thrilling. 

Ryan: And you might find venomous 
snakes there too, right? That would be 
the best of both worlds! Anyway, how 
about you, Emily?

Emily: I actually have some professional 
adventurers in my family: my cousin 
travels to some of the most hard-to-
reach places on the planet filming 
documentaries, and my uncle is 
a search-and-rescue helicopter pilot. 
I love listening to their stories.

Ryan: And yet you always say that you’d 
like to be a yoga instructor – not much 
drama in that.

Emily: It’s better to listen to such stories 
than to live through them. But from 
the stories, I have to say that if I had to 
choose, I’d like to work with my uncle 
and do the same job. And what about 
you, Ryan? You haven’t told us what 
your preferred exciting job would be.

Ryan: Cleaning shark tanks! No, just 
kidding. But I love diving and I’ve often 
wanted to see what I could find in old 
wrecks at the bottom of the sea. 

Emily: I expected you to say that you’d 
like to be a stuntman.

Ryan: You think I’m the fit, adventurous 
stuntman type, do you?

Emily: No, I think you’d like to hang out 
with Hollywood stars.

Ryan: Hmm, maybe. It might be worth it 
just to have you begging me to take you 
to those Hollywood parties! But no, I’m 
sticking to my original pick. Who knows 
what kind of amazing trash waits down 
there? I want to be the one to find it.

CD Track 15

Wake Up and Smell 
the Coffee
The Story of the World’s Favourite 
Drink

Person 1: Oh, what a morning! 
Person 2: Time for a coffee break? It’s 11. 
Person 1: Good idea. And thank God for 

the Swedish. 
Person 2: What for? IKEA coffee tables?
Person 1: No, coffee breaks!

Person 2: Explain…?
Person 1: It was Swedish immigrants in 

Wisconsin who first demanded a mid-
morning break for their cup of coffee, 
and that was the origin of the tradition.

Person 2: Good for them. I’m heading to 
the drinks machine. Cup of joe?

Person 1: Water, maybe? I couldn’t handle 
coffee now. 

Person 2: It is disgusting. I don’t 
understand how people drink more of it 
than any other drink in the world.

Person 1: Ha! I love coffee – it’s just that 
I’ve had about six already. 

Person 2: You shouldn’t! 
Person 1: My brain needs it! Did you know 

that coffee houses used to be called 
“schools of the brilliant”?

Person 2: Hmm. I’m with the Viennese 
clergy on this one. 

Person 1: You mean, coffee is better with 
a lot of whipped cream?

Person 2: No, the clergy in Vienna 
banned coffee in the 17th century. 

Person 1: Thank God they made it legal 
again later. 

Person 2: Well, nothing in life is perfect. 
I blame the French.

Person 1: You can always blame 
the French, but why now? 

Person 2: You know Louis XIV? 
The French king? All the coffee in 
South and Central America comes 
from a single plant that originally 
belonged to him. They took it there 
in the 19th century and it produced 
millions of coffee trees.

Person 1: I did not know that. Well, a big 
merci beaucoup to King Louis then. You 
know, maybe I will have that coffee 
after all. 

CD Track 16

Strange World
Is it some kind of strange animal? 
A network of fungi, maybe? No – these 
are the metro lines of eight different 
cities (Berlin, Paris, Chicago, New York, 
Budapest, Beijing, Moscow and Taipei). 
In case you were wondering about 
those clues: Africa has two metro 
systems, in Cairo and Algiers. Australia 
has just one metro at the moment, 
the driverless, single-line Sydney Metro 
(opened in 2019), but Melbourne and 
Brisbane are also planning underground 
rail systems. The Beijing Subway is 
the world’s longest metro network, 
extending 699.3 kilometres. The oldest 
metro is the London Underground. 
The reason for the uncertain dates is 
that “metro” means an underground 
electric rail system, and in that sense 
the Underground opened in 1890. 
However, this took over from an 
underground steam railway that started 
running in 1863, so parts of the network 
are more than 150 years old.


