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Discussion

What can you see in the pictures? 

Where were they taken?

What are the major cities in South 

Africa? How many can you name? 

Have you ever been to South Africa? 

If so, what did you see there? If not, 

what would you like to see there?

What is South Africa famous for? 

Do you know any famous people 

from South Africa? Do you recognise 

the man in the picture?

What are these objects 

connected with 

South Africa? 
Task

A

B

C
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Eine laminierte Bilderkarte
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Can you match each country with its flag?

Task

01

02

03

Discussion
Can you guess which English-

speaking countries are shown in 
the photos? What do you know 

about them?
Which other countries have 

a good level of English?

A Malta
B India

C PakistanD The PhilippinesE JamaicaF Trinidad and TobagoG NigeriaH Kenya
I MalawiJ ZimbabweK Zambial UgandaM Cameroon
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Key To ICons

Listening on CD

Extra materials in the Teachers’ File (TF)

4 Issue 
Global Covid-19

6 Literature 
Books That Take You Places

8 Profile 
Harry Styles: A New Direction

10 American History 
Stars of the Wild West

12 Science 
The Scientific Story of Who You Are

14 Health 
Going Viral

16 Travel 
Virtual Vacations

18 Travel 
Travels with Mariel: Tuscany

20 Tradition 
Happy Birthday, USA!

21 Technology 
Zooming through Quarantine

22 Sport / Technology 
The Sports of the Future

24 Jobs 
Food Stylists

26 Film 
Films to Look Forward to
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Everyday English: What  Do You Remember?

29 Puzzle 
Brain Training: Lost Treasure

30 Music 
Songs That Are Not What You Think

32 Technology / Fun 
Photoshopaholics

34 Language 
Camping

35 Sport 
Barefoot Walking

How does DNA work 
and what can we learn 
from DNA testing?12

In between washing our hands, sewing 
masks and staying away from everybody, we 
have managed to put together a magazine 
for you! You can always rely on Gate to 
give you something to read, even in an 
international crisis! Of course, the world 
is dominated by Covid-19 at the moment, 
but we have tried to give you something to 
take your minds off it a bit. (And hopefully, 
by the time you read this, things will look 
a bit more normal). We have an article about 
how to take a virtual holiday, even if you 
can’t actually go there, and we also give you 
some ideas of books you can read that will 
transport you to exotic places around the 
world. There’s a look at e-sports, we explore 
the world of Photoshop and travel back 
in time to meet some of the characters of 
the Wild West too. We also spoke to a food 
stylist, found out all about Harry Styles 
and reviewed some films that you can look 
forward to, sometime in the (hopefully not-
too-distant) future. We hope you like it.

Happy reading, and stay safe!

The Gate team

dear  readers ,

Amazing Tuscany: 
the last stop in 
Mariel’s Travels.18
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Keith, Germany
Regensburg, April 1st

In response to the Covid-19 crisis, 
all of Germany is on lockdown2. 
All schools, stores, and restaurants 
are closed until at least April 
20th. People are only allowed to 
go outside alone to take care of 
things like buying food or going 
to work. You can also go outside 
to exercise – either alone or with 
family members who live with 
you. Where I live in Bavaria people 
seem to be following the rules, 
except when the weather is nice 
and then everyone just seems 
to be outside at the same time. 
The most powerful symbol of this 
crisis here in Germany is all the 
roped off3 playgrounds. There are 
playgrounds everywhere here, but 
because of the coronavirus, they 
are all closed.

Peppur, usa
Los Angeles, April 2nd

In Los Angeles, the sun is shining but 
it does not feel so bright. We walk the 
dogs in the morning and the streets 
are empty. There are no cars. There 
are no people. My neighborhood is 
a ghost town. Sometimes I walk down 
the middle of the street with our two 
dogs simply because I can. I am sad 
and scared, yet, I think this emptiness is 
a positive thing because people in Los 
Angeles are following the rules. Most 
people are staying at home, most people 
are staying safe. Currently, Californians 
are not required4** to wear a face mask 
outside, whether to walk the dogs or to 
go to the grocery store. Perhaps that day 
is coming soon. We are hoping for a safe 
and healthy lifestyle to return soon.

** starting on April 9th, people in LA have 
to wear masks in shops and businesses

Jessica, Canada
Montreal, April 4th

I'm based in Montreal in Quebec. The 
province has half of the cases of Covid-19 
in Canada. Quebec has declared it a health 
emergency5. There are strict6 rules about 
social distancing* and what kind of 
businesses are allowed to be open. Schools 
are closed. The Canadian government 
will be giving money to the people who 
have become unemployed because of the 
pandemic. Generally, Quebecers seem to 

be following the rules of social distancing. 
The fine7 for gathering8 is $1,000. You don’t 
have to wear a mask outside and you still 
see quite a lot of people walking on the 
streets if the weather is good.

In Montreal the rainbow has become 
a symbol of hope. Families staying in their 
homes because of school closures are 
drawing rainbows and putting them up 
in their windows. The words “Ça va bien 
aller” or, “It’s going to be OK” are often 
written below the rainbow.

Track 1CDA2–B1 Issue

Global 
Covid-19

In the last month or two the world as we know 
it ended. all because of a tiny pathogen. adults 
stopped going to work, students had to learn
from home and people kept distance between 
each other on the streets and in shops.
no matter how weird, all of these measures1

are meant to stop the Covid-19 disease
from spreading. Gate asked people from
around the world to see how their
countries were doing in this crisis.
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andy, uK 
London, April 6th

It’s hard to say how the UK is doing. 
A group of people in Birmingham burned 
down a 5G tower because of rumours16 
going around that 5G started the virus.

The government advice is to stay 
inside and “socially distance” yourself. 
It’s a phrase I’d never heard until two 
weeks ago. Schools closed on Friday 
March 20th. It’s a difficult time of 
year to expect people to stay inside. 
It’s spring. The sun is shining for the 

first time in months so a lot of people 
are still going outside and spending 
time together in parks. Some have 
closed because of this. All the benches17 
in my local park have been covered in 
red tape18. The police are getting a lot 
of phone calls about people ignoring 
the government guidelines, even from 
people informing on their neighbours, 
but the police aren’t enforcing19 
anything yet. Most people are wearing 
face masks and gloves. There are very 
few planes overhead and less traffic on 
the roads. People queue outside shops 
2 metres apart from each other. These 
queues are sometimes hundreds of 
metres long.

nasim, Iran
Tehran, April 5th

Maybe our reaction to Covid-19 
was different from other countries. 
Iran is facing many challenges and 
people have learned to adapt9 very 
quickly. For the first two weeks we 
panicked. It was a bit confusing10 
to figure out what the coronavirus 
was and how to protect ourselves 
against it. The media was full of 
fake information. After two weeks, 
people got back to their normal 
lives. There was no panic-buying*.

Schools, universities and 
mosques11 were closed from the 
beginning and the government 
asked people to stay at home. 
However, they did not believe 
a quarantine was necessary, 
so it was only after five weeks 
that they started to require 
social distancing.

In Iran, the symbol of this 
pandemic could be togetherness. 
People are helping each other 
during this crisis. Manufacturers12 
started using their factories to 

sew13 masks or produce alcohol 
for disinfection. Landlords14 

don’t ask for rent from 
people who lost their 
businesses, or allow them 
to pay later. There are 
also collections of money 
for the unemployed. Due 
to US sanctions, Iran is 
in a really bad economic 
situation, so it’s great that 

everyone works together. 
And most of all, we have to 

thank our medical staff for all 
their sacrifices15.

Global 
Covid-19

Task according to these texts, 
in which country /countries:

→ SoLUTIoNS IN THE TF

1 are people wearing face masks?

2 are people shopping unnecessarily?

3 is there less traffic?

4 are people helping people in need?

5 do people believe it will end well?

6 can people be fined for breaking the rules?

7 is there fake information about the infection?

8 are there signs of the end of public / 
outdoor life? What are they?

Discuss

What happened in your country during the 
pandemic? Is it similar to these reports, 
or different from them? Can you write 
your own report? Is there a symbol of the 
pandemic in your country?

social distancing – staying physically away 
from people
panic-buying – shopping in large quantities 
because you are afraid things will not be 
available

Glossary

1 measure  [ˈmeʒə(r] – die Maßnahme
2 lockdown  [ˈlɒkdaʊn] –  die Ausgangssperre
3 roped off  [rəʊpt ˈɒf] – abgesperrt
4 to require  [rɪˈkwaɪə(r)] – auffordern, aufrufen
5 health emergency  [helθ ɪˈmɜːdʒənsi] – 

der Gesundheitsnotstand
6 strict  [strɪkt] – streng
7 fine, to fine  [faɪn] – die Strafe, bestrafen
8 gathering  [ˈɡæðərɪŋ] – 

das Treffen, die Ansammlung
9 to adapt  [əˈdæpt] – sich anpassen
10 confusing  [kənˈfjuːzɪŋ] – verwirrend
11 mosque  [mɒsk] – die Moschee
12 manufacturer  [mænjuˈfæktʃərə(r)] – 

der Hersteller
13 to sew  [səʊ] – nähen
14 landlord  [ˈlændlɔːd] – der Eigentümer 

(z. B. eines Hauses oder einer Wohnung), 
der Vermieter

15 sacrifice  [ˈsækrɪfaɪs] – 
das Opfer, die Aufopferung

16 rumour  [ˈruːmə(r)] – das Gerücht
17 bench  [bentʃ] – die (Sitz-)Bank
18 tape  [teɪp] – das Absperrband
19 to enforce  [ɪnˈfɔːs] – 

die Einhaltung erzwingen

Vocabulary

NOTE The stories were 
collected at the 

beginning of April, the situation will 
be different by the time you read this.
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Tracks 2–3CDA2–B1 LITeraTure

e u r o P e

Books That
Take you Places
Travel. It broadens1 the mind, lets you experience new places and 
cultures, and meet different people. It’s also really expensive. 
and in these times of pandemic, it’s probably safer to stay at 
home. But that doesn’t mean you can’t experience new, interesting 
places in a book. Come with us then, on a literature holiday.

“Lina, I want you to go to Italy… I mean I want you to go and live in 
Italy. After.”

That got my attention. For one thing, I didn’t believe in after. Yes, her 
cancer was progressing2 in the way the doctors said it would, but 
doctors don’t know everything. Just that morning I’d bookmarked3 
a story on the internet about a woman who’d beaten cancer and 
gone on to climb Mt Kilimanjaro. And for another, Italy?

“Why would I do that?” I asked lightly.

“I want you to stay with Howard. The year I spent in Italy meant 
so much to me, and I want you to have that same experience.”

I shot my eyes at the nurse’s call button. Stay with Howard in Italy? 
Did they give her too much morphine*?

a f r I C a

LIAM PEACH (UK)

e
xc

er
p

t

e
xc

er
p

t Mma  Ramotswe had a detective 
agency in Africa, at the foot 
[bottom] of Kgale Hill. These were 
its assets6: a tiny white van, two 
desks, two chairs, a telephone, and 
an old typewriter7. Then there was 
a teapot, in which Mma Ramotswe 
brewed8 redbush [rooibos] tea. And 
three mugs – one for herself, one for 
her secretary, and one for the client. 
What else does a detective agency 
really need? Detective agencies rely 
on human intuition and intelligence, 
both of which Mma Ramotswe had in 
abundance [had lots of]. No inventory9 
would ever include those, of course.

Love & Gelato by Jenna Evans Welch

First stop, Italy. The land of pizza, fashion, football and, of course, 
gelato. Jenna Evans Welch’s book Love & Gelato tells the story of 
a teenage girl called Lina who faces tragedy when her mother gets

cancer. But it is her mum’s last wish for Lina to go to Italy as she did
and meet someone who has been a stranger to her – her dad.

Lina does, of course, end up in Italy, and builds a relationship with 
her dad. But she also starts to understand who her mum really 
was. Following in her footsteps4, Lina has many adventures and 
eventually finds romance. Will it be a holiday fling5, or something 
more serious? Well, you’ll have to read the book to find out.

Our next book takes us all the 
way to Africa, to meet Precious 
Ramotswe, the only lady private 
detective in Botswana.

Alexander McCall Smith’s book introduces us to 
many weird and wonderful characters, but maybe 
the most interesting is Botswana itself, and its wild
animals. Mma Ramotswe gets involved
in a series of unusual mysteries, and
you won’t be able to put the book
down until you know how they are
solved. And if you get to the end and
still want more No. 1 Ladies’ Detective
Agency adventures, don’t worry, there
are another 18 books. Those should
keep you busy until next summer.

The no.1 Ladies’ 
Detective agency
by Alexander McCall Smith
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Discuss

Do you know any other books that take 
place in interesting places?

Which books are connected to your 
country/city?

Which books take place in London / 
New York City?

morphine – a drug used to reduce pain

Glossary

Mma – a term of respect for a woman 
in Botswana, similar to madam.

Culture Point

1 to broaden  [ˈbrɔːdn] – erweitern
2 to progress  [prəˈɡres] – fortschreiten
3 to bookmark sth  [ˈbʊkmɑːk] – 

ein Lesezeichen setzen
4 to follow in someone’s footsteps – 

in jmds. Fußstapfen treten
5 fling  [flɪŋ] – der Flirt
6 assets  [ˈæsets] – der Besitz
7 typewriter  [ˈtaɪpraɪtə(r)] – 

die Schreibmaschine
8 to brew  [bruː] – zubereiten
9 inventory  [ˈɪnvəntri] – das Inventar 

(Verzeichnis des Besitzstandes)

Vocabulary

1 to flick away  [flɪk] – wegschnippen
2 to twitch  [twɪtʃ] – zucken
3 humid  [ˈhjuːmɪd] – feucht
4 shrub  [ʃrʌb] – der Busch, der Strauch
5 to outdo  [aʊtˈduː] – übertreffen
6 to float  [fləʊt] – schwimmen, treiben

Vocabulary CD

noTe If you prefer watching to 
reading, The Beach was made into 
a film with Leonardo DiCaprio in 2000, 
Life of Pi was made into a film in 2012 
and The No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency 
was turned into a TV series by the BBC.

a s I a

CD Task 1

Listen to the CD for an excerpt from the book. 
Decide if these statements are true or false.

1 The narrator tells Etienne that he went to the beach.

2 A dead man put the map in the narrator’s room.

3 Etienne wants to see the map of the beach.

4 The police know about the map.

5 The narrator doesn’t want to show 
Etienne the map and walks away.

→ SoLUTIoNS IN THE TF

CD Task 2

Listen to an excerpt and try to write 
down the number of plants mentioned.

1
Listen again and write down 
the animals in the zoo.

2

The Beach
by Alex Garland

Thailand, a backpacker’s paradise... 
or worst nightmare? The Beach tells 
the story of Richard, a young British 
man who loves travelling. On a trip to 
Thailand, he hears about a legendary 
beautiful beach that is completely 
unknown to tourists. However, when
he gets there, Richard soon finds out

that it wasn’t what he was expecting.
Unfortunately, nothing is perfect.

Life of Pi [paɪ]
by Yann Martel

From Thailand to India, and the
middle of the Pacific Ocean.
Pi Patel is a young
boy who has
a wonderful
childhood
growing up in
beautiful Pondicherry,
where his family runs
a zoo. Pi’s family eventually
decides to move their zoo to
Canada, but on the way their ship
sinks, leaving Pi stuck in a lifeboat. He does have some company 
though, a hyena, a zebra, an orangutan and a giant Bengal tiger!
Life of Pi is an unforgettable book and one that will make you laugh, 
maybe make you cry, and definitely make you think.
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A2–B1 ProfILe

JACkIE Fox (UK)



Harry Styles is an English 
singer who became famous 
when he was only 16 years 
old as a member of the 
boy band One Direction. 
The band started on the UK 
reality show X-Factor in 2010 and 
came third in the competition, but afterwards they 
became one of the biggest boy bands of all time. 
After they broke up1 in 2016, Harry went solo. And 
now ten years after his X-Factor audition2, he is 26 
years old, has two successful solo albums under his 
belt3, a new acting career, and more than 50 tattoos!

While he has a successful solo career now, 
Harry didn’t actually want One Direction to 
break up. He was happy in the band and said 
it was: “so much fun”. But now he is enjoying 
the chance to be creative in new ways. His 
own style of music is different from the 
band. It is more influenced by rock and ’70s 
music. He is also experimenting more with 
fashion. In recent years he has worn a bright 
yellow suit, pink velvet4 trousers, a sheer5 
Gucci top and a single pearl earring. He says 
that this new freedom in fashion is part of 
a new feeling of self-acceptance6.

H
ar

ry
’s styles

He wants everyone else to feel accepted too. On his first solo tour he often 
waved the Pride* and transgender flags. He also waved the flag of the Black 
Lives Matter protest movement. He does this because he wants people to 
feel comfortable being “whatever they want to be”. He said: “Maybe at 
a show you can have a moment of knowing that you’re not alone.”

In fact, he is famous for being nice. He even has a song called “treat7 
People with Kindness”. He donated8 $1.2 million to 62 different charities 
from ticket and merchandise9 sales of his first world tour. And he doesn’t 
donate only money. He actually donated his own hair to a charity after 
he cut it in 2016. The charity makes wigs10 for children who lost hair after 
cancer treatment11. And his famous friend Ed Sheeran said that when they 
had a day off together in Los Angeles Harry “…spent two or three grand12 
on Domino’s pizza and drove around giving them out to homeless people.”

H
el

p
in

g out
1 to break up – sich trennen
2 audition  [ɔːˈdɪʃn] – das Vorsingen
3 under his belt – hinter sich, in der Tasche haben
4 velvet  [ˈvelvɪt] – Samt-
5 sheer  [ʃɪə(r)] – durchsichtig, durchscheinend
6 self-acceptance  [self əkˈseptəns] – 

die Selbstakzeptanz, die Selbstannahme
7 to treat  [triːt] – behandeln; umgehen mit
8 to donate  [dəʊˈneɪt] – spenden
9 merchandise  [ˈmɜːtʃəndaɪs] – die Ware
10 wig  [wɪɡ] – die Perücke
11 treatment  [ˈtriːtmənt] – die Behandlung
12 grand  [ɡrænd] – Tausend (ugs.)
13 padlock  [ˈpædlɒk] – das Vorhängeschloss
14 in honour of  [ˈɒnə(r)] – zu Ehren
15 to spill one’s guts  [spɪl ɡʌts] – 

jmdm. sein Herz ausschütten
16 to rank  [ræŋk] – bewerten
17 sensible  [ˈsensəbl] – vernünftig
18 Brussels sprouts  [brʌslz ˈspraʊt] – der Rosenkohl

Vocabulary

pride – refers to the movement which celebrates 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender acceptance

Glossary

Ed Sheeran gave Harry one of his 50-something tattoos, 
a small padlock13. He and Harry also have tattoos in honour 
of14 a children’s TV character penguin named Pingu. 
Harry’s other tattoos include a pirate ship, a star, and 
the words “Late Late”. He actually got this one live on the 
television show The Late Late Show. It happened after he lost 
a game called Tattoo Roulette. It’s not the only difficult thing 

he had to do on this show. On another episode 
he played a game called Spill Your Guts15. He 

had to decide between two options: to rank16 
the solo music of his former One Direction bandmates 
or eat an insect. He chose the insect, a giant water 
scorpion. Eww!

P
ad

lo
ck

s, Penguins and Pirates

However, he is more sensible17 with his health. 
He exercises with a personal trainer and does 
yoga. He even loves Brussels sprouts18. He goes 
to therapy to take care of his mental health and 
he also does meditation, something which he 
says has helped him with: “… worrying about 
the future less, and the past less”.

But he doesn’t have to be worried about his 
future right now. His first two albums reached 

number 
one in the United States and he did 
well in his first acting role. It was in 
the movie Dunkirk, a big movie by the 
famous director Christopher Nolan. 
His latest album Fine Line is out now, 
and he is going to come to Germany 
on tour next year. Maybe he will even 
have a few more tattoos by then.

H
ea

lt
hy Body & Mind
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A2–B1 aMerICan HIsTory ActivitiesTF

StarS of the
Wild WeSt

Wild Bill
Hickok

Billy
tHe kid

They didn’t call it the Wild West for nothing. 
There was lots of land and people could do 

whatever they wanted. Most people worked 
at ordinary jobs, but there were a few 

people who decided to work outside the 
law. It’s these gunslingers1 and the sheriffs 
who tried to stop them who we remember.

PATRICk PHILLIPS (US)

Dan
e D

eha
an 

as

Billy
 th

e K
id i

n t
he

movie
 Th

e K
id

Jeff Bridges asWild Bill Hickok in themovie Wild Bill

n the Wild West there very often wasn’t a lot 
of difference between the good guys and bad 
guys. That is very true about Wild Bill Hickok. 

He was a famous lawman2, but before that he was 
arrested3 twice for murder. What 1 ____________ 
Wild Bill Hickok a Wild West legend were his fast 
gun, big personality and good looks.

from farm to fame
He was born on a farm in Illinois in 1837. When he 
was 18, he left the farm and 2 ____________ west. 
During the American Civil War, he was a scout4 for 
the Union* army and sometimes worked in the 
Southern states as a spy. It was dangerous work 
but Hickok 3 ____________ the excitement.

He was most famous as a lawman. People in the 
East loved to read about the shootouts5 Hickok 
had with the famous outlaws6 at the time. Each 
shootout ended the same way, with the criminal 
dead on the ground. No one shot as fast as 
Wild Bill Hickok.

Dead in Deadwood
The only way to kill Wild Bill was by 
shooting him in the back. That is exactly 
what 4 ____________ in Deadwood, 
South Dakota in 1876. Hickok was always 
worried that someone might try to 
shoot him from behind. He never sat 
with his back to the door of any room. 
But Hickok loved playing poker, and one 
day in the local bar he joined in a game. 
The only chair open was with its back 
to the door. Bill broke his own rule and 
5 ____________ down.

Soon a man named Jack McCall came 
into the bar. He came to kill Hickok. 
He pulled his pistol and shot Hickok 
in the back of the head. Wild Bill 
6 ____________ instantly7.

McCall was arrested and put on trial8 for 
the murder. Everyone knew Wild Bill was 
faster than McCall, and they all hated 
how McCall didn’t fight fairly. McCall was 
hanged* a few months later and no one 
in Deadwood was sad about it.

Task 1
Can you guess which 
verbs in the past 
simple are missing?

Track 4CD
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enry McCarty, another Wild West character, is best known as Billy 
the Kid. He was the most famous left-hander9 in the Wild West 
and could draw10 his pistol very fast. Billy was just 16 when he 

killed his first man. From that time, he was always running from the 
law. In Arizona in 1878 he was hired as a gunman by a rancher named 
John Tunstall. Another rancher wanted Tunstall’s land and the corrupt 
sheriff was also against him. In a big gunfight Billy killed the other 
rancher, the sheriff, and some of the rancher’s gunfighters. It was 
good to have the Kid with you, not against you.

Billy the Kid was not only a fast shooter, he was also great at escaping 
from jails. He was arrested three times but escaped every time.

The end for Billy the Kid came in 1881. Billy was staying 
with a friend and when he came home one night sheriff 
Pat Garrett was waiting for him in the dark 
house. Garrett shot the outlaw in 
the chest and soon Billy the Kid 
lay dead on the floor.

People didn’t like the way Garrett 
killed Billy the Kid in the dark. They 
said Garrett was too afraid of the 
Kid to fight him fairly. They were 
probably right.

ary Fields was the most 
unlikely11 hero of the 
Wild West. She was 

born a slave12 in Tennessee, 
around 1832. After the Civil 
War in 1865 she became free 
and went to Montana where 
she became the manager 
of a school for Native 
American girls.

Mary had to cook, clean and 
manage the workers at the 
school. One man working 
at the school had a problem 
with Mary and didn’t want 
to do what she wanted. The 
problem was solved when 
Mary pointed13 her Winchester 
rifle14 at the man and 
explained why her way was 
the best way.

At the age of 63 Mary began 
a new career carrying the 
mail for the US Postal Service. 
For eight years she delivered 
the mail around the town of 

Cascade, Montana. She got the nickname Stagecoach15 Mary because she 
was just as regular and reliable as a stagecoach. Mary was the first black 
woman to work for the post office.

Mary was well loved by the people of Cascade. Every year her birthday was 
celebrated as a public holiday by the whole town. Mary died in 1914 around 
the age of 82. She is the only person listed here who died of old age.

1 gunslinger  [ˈɡʌnslɪŋə(r)] – 
der Revolverheld

2 lawman  [ˈlɔːmæn] – der Gesetzeshüter
3 to be arrested  [əˈrestɪd] – 

festgenommen werden
4 scout  [skaʊt] – der Kundschafter
5 shootout  [ˈʃuːt aʊt] – die Schießerei
6 outlaw  [ˈaʊtlɔː] – 

der Gesetzlose, der Bandit
7 instantly  [ˈɪnstəntli] – auf der Stelle
8 to be put on trial  [ˈtraɪəl] – 

verurteilt werden
9 left-hander  [left ˈhændə(r)] – 

der Linkshänder
10 to draw (a gun)  [drɔː] – 

(eine Waffe) ziehen
11 unlikely  [ʌnˈlaɪkli] – unwahrscheinlich
12 slave  [sleɪv] – der Sklave
13 to point  [pɔɪnt] – richten auf
14 rifle  [ˈraɪfl] – das Gewehr
15 stagecoach  [ˈsteɪdʒkəʊtʃ] – 

die Postkutsche

Vocabulary

Union army – army of the United 
States in the Civil War that fought to 
keep the US together

Glossary

Normally the past participle of hang 
is hung, but we use hanged when 
referring to killing people.

 Language Point

Have you seen any westerns? 
Were they based on real events 
and real people?

Find another famous 
character from the Wild West 
and write down their story.

Task 2

Amber Chardae Robinsonas Mary Fields in theTV show Hell on Wheels

Mary 
Fields

11Gate 09-10 2020



A2–B1 sCIenCe

The Scientific Story
Who AreYouof

Have you ever heard of deoxyribonucleic acid? Most people
know this scientific term1 by its more common name: Dna.

so what exactly is Dna, and what can we learn from it?

understanding Dna

AUBURN SCALLoN (US)

What Is Dna?
Scientists often call 
DNA the building 
blocks of life. DNA is 
what makes a person 
different from a plant, 
or why two people 
look different from 
each other. Your DNA is 
very small, and located 
inside the nucleus of 
each cell2 of your body.

To help you understand DNA and its role, here 
is a short explanation.

  The whole story of one person’s DNA is 
called a genome. The genome is like a book 
of instructions or code that explains how to 
build an individual person.

  Your genome has 23 pairs of chromosomes, 
which are like the chapters3 of your book.

  The DNA inside your chromosomes comes 
in long strands4, like sentences that tell the 
story of your body.

  The individual sections of these long strands of DNA 
are called genes. These are like the words of your 
story. A gene is what determines5, for example, the 
color of your eyes or how tall you are.

  These genes are made using four nucleobases:

adenine (A)

cytosine (C)

guanine (G)

thymine (T)

One gene might have hundreds or even millions of 
these bases. →

A
C
G
T

12 Gate 09-10 2020



→ So you can think of DNA as long strands (sentences) of genes (words) made 
from chemical bases (letters). The story of your body (genome) is told through 
23 pairs of chromosomes (chapters), made from those strands of DNA.

1 scientific term  [saɪənˈtɪfɪk tɜːm] – der Fachbegriff
2 nucleus of a cell  [ˈnjuːkliəs sel] – der Zellkern
3 chapter  [ˈtʃæptə(r)] – das Kapitel
4 strand  [strænd] – der Strang
5 to determine  [dɪˈtɜːmɪn] – bestimmen
6 braces  [ˈbreɪsɪz] – die Zahnspange
7 saliva  [səˈlaɪvə] – der Speichel
8 cheek  [tʃiːk] – die Wange
9 warning sign  [ˈwɔːnɪŋ saɪn] – das Warnzeichen
10 scene of a crime  [siːn əv ˈkraɪm] – der Tatort
11 weapon  [ˈwepən] – die Waffe
12 fingernail  [ˈfɪŋɡəneɪl] – der Fingernagel
13 to commit  [kəˈmɪt] – begehen, verüben
14 innocence  [ˈɪnəsns] – die Unschuld
15 wrongly convicted  [ˈrɒŋli kənˈvɪktɪd] – 

zu Unrecht verurteilt

Vocabulary

Dna in Medicine
Understanding DNA could help doctors cure diseases or save lives in the future. 
By studying DNA, scientists have found that some genes (or mutations in these 
genes) are connected to different diseases or illnesses. For example, in the 
1980s they found the genes that cause cystic fibrosis (= die Mukoviszidose) 
and muscular dystrophy (= die Muskeldystrophie). However, there is still 

a lot to learn. Having 
a certain gene doesn’t 
mean that someone 
will definitely get that 
disease, but it can tell 
if someone is more or 
less likely to do so. This 
can help people with 
certain genes watch 
for warning signs9 or 
get tested more often.

Dna in solving Crimes
Any fan of murder mysteries or crime shows knows 
that police, detectives and lawyers also use DNA. 
A tiny piece of DNA can show that someone was 
at the scene of a crime10 or held a weapon11. DNA 
found under someone’s fingernails12 can show signs 
that they fought back against someone. DNA can 
even help to show that someone did not commit13 
a crime. Since 1989, a group called The Innocence14 
Project in the US has used DNA to help free 367 
people who were wrongly convicted15 of crimes.

Discuss

Would you like to do a DNA test? 
Why or why not?

Some people want to know if they are 
likely to get a disease one day. Others 
prefer not to know because it will 
make them worry more, but it may not 
happen. If you were a doctor, would you 
recommend that people take a medical 
DNA test?

2

1

Have you ever seen any shows or films 
about using DNA to solve a crime? 
How is DNA usually used in these kinds 
of stories?

3

Dna Testing
DNA testing has become a popular 
trend. Because every cell in your 
body holds DNA, scientists can 
use small pieces to compare your 
DNA story to others. It has become 
a big business and companies 
like 23andMe, AncestryDNA, and 
MyHeritage can analyze saliva7 or 
cells from the inside of your cheek8 to 
give you a DNA report. This might tell 
which ethnicities your DNA matches 
or your risk for certain diseases.

a Mixed Bag
The reason that your chromosomes 
come in pairs is that 23 of them come 
from your mother and 23 come from 
your father. Those chromosomes hold 
all kinds of genes with information 
about how someone looks (e.g. eye 
color, hair color, height) or how likely 
they are to need glasses or braces6. 
So you can thank your mom and 
dad (and grandparents, and great-
grandparents) for the contents of 
your DNA.

13Gate 09-10 2020



A2–B1 HeaLTH

Going Viral
The Covid-19 pandemic that is causing chaos around the world 
is just the latest example of a disease caused by a virus that has 

jumped from animals to people. so how does it happen and which 
of our four-legged or feathered1 friends can give us illnesses?

LIAM PEACH (UK)

What is a virus?
It is not the animals themselves 
that make us ill, but the viruses 
that animals can carry inside 
them. So what actually is a virus? 
We may think of viruses as 
microscopic creatures2 with 
minds of their own, 
but they are not nearly 
as sophisticated3 as 
that. Most viruses are 
actually just bits of 
genetic information 
inside a protein 
capsule4, and they are 
sometimes protected 
by a layer5 of fat (this is 
why washing hands is effective in 
killing them: the soap dissolves6 
the fat). Viruses need a host7, 
like an animal or plant, to make 
more viruses. They get inside the 
cells of the host and make the 
host’s cells reproduce the virus.

How does a virus 
jump from animals to 
people?

The easiest way is 
from direct contact 
with an infected8 
animal. For example, 
if a wild animal has 
rabies9 and bites 
us, we will probably 
get rabies too. But 
not many people 

get bitten by wild animals. The situation 
gets more serious when the virus jumps 
from one animal into another animal that 
humans have a lot of contact with, like 
a chicken or a pig. Then there is a much 
higher chance that we will get infected. 
This is what happened with the current 
pandemic, when infected animals (bats) 
were brought to a live food market in 
Wuhan in China. In the crowded market, all 
kinds of animals were kept in cages10 very 
close to each other, and the virus jumped 
from the bats to another animal (maybe 
a pangolin) and then to a new host – us.

Which animals do viruses 
come from?
Bats
Bats seem to be responsible for a lot of viruses. We 
are not sure yet, but it is pretty likely that the virus 
that causes Covid-19 came from them, and the SARS 
outbreak11 of 2002-2004 was also caused by a virus 
from bats. Like Covid-19, SARS came from a live 
animal market in China, where a virus passed from 
bats to civet cats12, which were then killed and eaten. 
The disease then spread13 to 29 different countries, 
infecting over 8,000 people 
and killing at least 774. Bats 
also passed on a similar virus 
to camels, which went on to 
infect people. The disease is 
known as MERS and it has 
infected nearly 2,500 people to 
date, mainly in Saudi Arabia.

ActivitiesTF

14 Gate 09-10 2020



1 feathered  [ˈfeðəd] – gefiedert
2 creature  [ˈkriːtʃə(r)] – das Lebewesen
3 sophisticated  [səˈfɪstɪkeɪtɪd] – 

hoch entwickelt
4 protein capsule  [ˈprəʊtiːn ˈkæpsjuːl] – 

die Proteinkapsel
5 layer  [leɪə(r)] – die Schicht
6 to dissolve  [dɪˈzɒlv] – auflösen
7 host  [həʊst] – der Wirt
8 infected  [ɪnˈfektɪd] – infiziert
9 rabies  [ˈreɪbiːz] – die Tollwut
10 cage  [keɪdʒ] – der Käfig
11 outbreak  [ˈaʊtbreɪk] – der Ausbruch
12 civet cat  [ˈsɪvɪt kæt] – 

die Schleichkatze
13 to spread  [spred] – sich ausbreiten
14 censorship  [spred] – die Zensur
15 trench  [trentʃ] – der Schützengraben

Vocabulary

Discuss

How can we stop viruses carried by 
animals from jumping to humans?

Do you think we should change our 
attitude to wildlife?

How can you protect yourself from 
viruses?

Task
Correct the statements.

→ SoLUTIoNS IN THE TF

1 Viruses are complex organisms 
that can reproduce on their own.

2 Viruses are protected by a layer of soap.

5 The HIV / AIDS pandemic has ended.

3 The new coronavirus probably came from 
a pig and then infected bats and then humans.

4 One of the biggest flu pandemics 
took place at the end of WWII.

Pigs
Although it may seem that there has been 
nothing similar to the current situation 

with Covid-19 in 
recent times, in fact 
there was a global 
pandemic just 11 
years ago. Swine 
(pig) flu started when 
a mixture of bird, 
pig and human flu 
viruses combined 
with another type 
of pig flu (Eurasian 
swine flu). The 

World Health Organization says officially 
it killed around 18,000 people, but other 
studies show anything between 151,700 
and 575,400 deaths. It may have infected 
between 700 million and 1.4 billion people 
around the world. It started when the virus 
passed from pigs to people in a small region 
of central Mexico and spread from there.

Birds
People love to eat birds, especially 
chickens. Because of that, there are around 
23 billion of them on Earth at any time. 
Unfortunately, chickens and other birds 
are full of different influenza (flu) viruses 
that can easily spread to people. The worst 
pandemic of modern times was a bird 
flu pandemic that started in 1918. It was 
known as Spanish flu, although it didn’t 
actually come from Spain, but probably 
from Kansas in the US, or a British military 
camp and hospital in France. Because Spain 
was neutral in WWI, its newspapers didn’t 
have censorship14, and wrote honestly 
about the disease, unlike other countries. 
Because of this, people thought it came 
from Spain. Thanks to the crowded and 
unhygienic conditions in the trenches15 in 
the war, the flu spread quickly between 
soldiers and then all around the world. 
Around 500 million people caught it and 
around 50–100 million people died.

Chimpanzees
Chimpanzees are our closest relatives, so 
it is no surprise that we can catch viruses 
from them. In fact, there is a pandemic 
right now that came from chimps: HIV /
AIDS. Although the situation is not as bad 
as in the past, HIV/AIDS is still classified 
as a pandemic, with around 37.9 million 
people having it in 2018. The virus probably 
first passed from chimps to humans in 
the 1920s in Kinshasa, in what is now the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, thanks 
to people eating bushmeat – wild animals 
like chimps and gorillas, as 
well as other species.

TerMInoLoGy
There is a lot of confusing terminology 
connected with viruses. Many people 
call the virus affecting the world now 
the coronavirus, but there are actually 
many types of coronavirus, including 
the common cold, SARS and MERS. This 
particular virus’ official name is severe 
acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 
(SARS-CoV-2) and the disease it causes is 
COVID-19 (COronaVIrus Disease 2019).



With the world under 
quarantine1, it can be hard 

to think about summer 
vacations. Who knows, 
maybe we’ll all be able 
to travel by the end of 

august. More likely, any 
travel that is allowed 

could be within your own 
borders2 or even your own 
neighborhood. However, 
there are still things that 

you can do to learn about 
places around the world.

AUBURN SCALLoN (US)

How to See the World 

Without Leaving Home

V I r T u a L  V a C a T I o n s

A2–B1 TraVeL

For example, which film do you think 
shows more about German culture: 
a classic Christmas fairy tale with English 
subtitles or The Hunger Games Mockingjay 
Part 2 with scenes filmed in Berlin?

Get a Virtual View
Google is full of tools to help you visualize3 
a place that you want to visit. For a 2-D 
trip, think about a city that you’d like to 
see. Type the name of the city into your 
search bar4 and click “Images” – it’s almost 
like browsing5 a rack6 of postcards. You 
might even find some local bloggers or 
vloggers sharing their impressions7 of the 
area. Try “[city name] + blogger” to get to 
know the destination through the eyes of 
another traveler.

For a more interactive 3-D trip you can walk 
the virtual streets using the Google Maps 
street view option. By dropping the little 
orange “pegman” into the map, you can 
look at the houses, cars, and people around 
the area as if you were there yourself.

Task 1

For example, try GeoGuessr.com, where 
you can wander8 through different parts 
of the world and try to guess where 
you are.

Try a foreign film
Think about cultural learning when 
choosing a movie. If you just want to see 
what another place looks like, you can try 
a film that is set in that destination. For 
example, Ocean’s Eleven is a crime story that 
takes place in Las Vegas, Lost in Translation 
is about two people who become friends on 
a trip to Tokyo, and In Bruges takes viewers 
to a small Belgian town.

However, you can learn even more about 
a culture by watching a film made by 
the people who live in that country. Try 
a foreign film with subtitles9 to see more 
than just the sights in the background10. 
Seeing what kinds of stories another 
culture tells is a bit like the popular trend of 
“traveling like a local”.

Task 2

Home Study PlanTF
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Project

1 quarantine  [ˈkwɒrəntiːn] – die Quarantäne
2 border  [ˈbɔːdə(r)] – die Grenze
3 to visualize  [ˈvɪʒuəlaɪz] – 

sich ein Bild von etw. machen
4 search bar  [ˈsɜːtʃ bɑː(r)] – die Suchleiste
5 to browse  [braʊz] – durchsehen
6 rack  [ræk] – der Ständer
7 impression  [ɪmˈpreʃn] – der Eindruck
8 to wander  [ˈwɒndə(r)] – umherstreifen
9 subtitles  [ˈsʌbtaɪtlz] – die Untertitel
10 in the background  [ˈbækɡraʊnd] – 

im Hintergrund
11 to sum up  [sʌm ˈup] – zusammenfassen
12 cuisine  [kwɪˈziːn] – die Küche
13 to substitute  [ˈsʌbstɪtjuːt] – ersetzen
14 to satisfy  [ˈsætɪsfaɪ] – befriedigen, stillen
15 craving for sth  [ˈkreɪvɪŋ] – Heißhunger auf

Vocabulary

Discuss

Which movie would you recommend to 
a friend who wants to learn more about 
your country?

Name one place that you have always 
wanted to visit. What is it about that 
place that you most want to see?

Have you ever visited a place that was 
completely different from how you 
imagined it?

Do you stay in touch with any friends that 
you have made from traveling in the past?

Think about one of your favorite family 
holidays. Name five things that you liked 
about it. What can you do in your home or 
flat to recreate that time?

eat Internationally
One of my favorite experiences while 
traveling can be summed up11 in one 
word: food. Many of my favorite 
meals have come from places I’ve 
visited. I have a group of food-loving 
friends, and we decided to try some 
new cuisines12. Once a month, we 
chose a local restaurant serving food 
from somewhere around the world, 
Indonesian, Vietnamese, Balkan, Indian, 
and ordered something we’d never 
had before.

If you live in a city with some 
international restaurants, you can get 
a taste of another culture. If not, there 
are all kinds of online resources. Try 
searching for food bloggers, cookbooks, 
or recipes from a place you’ve never 
been before. It may be difficult to find 
some of the ingredients in your local 
grocery store, but what could you 

substitute13 that seems similar? I’ve 
made a dish that I like to call “inspired by 
Pad Thai” at home before. It satisfies14 
my craving15 for one of my favorite foods 
when I can’t go to a Thai restaurant to 
get the real thing.

Think of your next holiday destination 
and use the tips from the article.

Task 3

Have you ever made a dish based on 
a different cuisine? What was it? and if 
not, which international food have you 
eaten recently? (and no, don’t think 
fast food!)

A:
Choose a place that you 
want to visit and look at 
it on Google Street View: 
Write down the name of 
the place and what it’s like:

__________________

__________________

__________________
B:
Find films that either take place in the destination 
or were made by people living there:

_________________________________

_________________________________

c:
Finally, find a typical 
recipe from your holiday 
destination, write down the 
recipe and try to make it.

___________________

___________________

___________________

online Tours
Many monuments around 
the world also offer
the chance to visit 
virtually. Of course, 
it’s not the same as
being there in person,
but it can be pretty
cool to see online.

1
For example, you 
can keep an eye 
on the fish at the 

Georgia Aquarium.
2

Or take an up-close 
look at the ceiling of 
the Sistine Chapel in 

Vatican City.
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Italy, Tuscany
Blog #8

A2–B1 TraVeL Track 5CD ActivitiesTF

Italy is famous around the world for its culture, architecture, 
history, art and amazing food. even though my plan was to visit the 
Tuscan city of florence for only 5 days, I was able to see it all. I took 

an overnight train and arrived in florence just before sunrise1. as 
I walked with my friend from the train station to her apartment 

across the arno river, I could tell that I was in a truly magical place.

Flag of Tuscany 
with an image
of Pegasus

The Wonders of 
Tuscany
With a population of over 60 
million people, Italy is divided 
into 20 administrative regions. 
One of these is Tuscany 
 [ˈtʌskəni], which is known for 
its green, hilly landscapes, 
vineyards2, and a beautiful 
coastline that has several 
islands off its shores. Tuscany 
has many places that are worth 
visiting besides Florence. You 
can visit the famous Leaning 
tower3 of Pisa, or walk the 
beautiful streets of Lucca, 
enjoy a pizza in Grosseto, or 
see the famous towers of San 
Gimignano, to name just a few.

The Medici and the art Capital of the World
The most famous city in Tuscany is the region’s capital, Florence, known 
for its beauty as well as being “the birthplace of the Renaissance”. 
During the 1400s, one of the richest and most politically influential4 
families in Italy was the Medici family of Florence, whose wealth5 
came from banking and commerce6. The Medici family commissioned7 
many famous works of art and, although they were forced8 to leave 
Florence twice, they supported the work of many great Renaissance 
artists and thinkers, including Michelangelo, Botticelli, Leonardo 
Da Vinci, and Machiavelli. As I looked out across the city from the 
top of Florence Cathedral, the biggest brick9 dome10 in the world, 
completed in 1436, the Renaissance period still felt alive in Florence.

NOTE When we planned this travel series about a year 
ago, nobody could have imagined that the world 

would be locked down, with borders closed and flights cancelled 
because of a pandemic. The last stop on our journey around the 
world was supposed to be Italy, one of the most beautiful places 
in the world. By the time we went to print, Italy was one of the 
countries hardest hit by Covid-19. While we thought about leaving 
Italy out of this issue and focusing on another country instead, in 
the end we decided to include it. After all, pandemics don’t last 
forever, and Italy will once again be worth visiting.

MARIEL TAVAkoLI (US)
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1 sunrise  [ˈsʌnraɪz] – der Sonnenaufgang
2 vineyard  [ˈvɪnjəd] – 

der Weinberg, das Weingut
3 Leaning Tower  [ˈliːnɪŋˈtaʊə(r)] – 

der Schiefe Turm
4 influential  [ɪnfluˈenʃl] – einflussreich
5 wealth  [welθ] – der Wohlstand
6 commerce  [ˈkɒmɜːs] – der Handel
7 to commission  [kəˈmɪʃn] – in Auftrag geben
8 to force  [fɔːs] – zwingen
9 brick  [brɪk] – der Ziegel
10 dome  [dəʊm] – die Kuppel
11 town hall  [taʊn ˈhɔːl] – das Rathaus
12 to soak in the sun  [səʊk] – sich sonnen
13 stripe  [straɪp] – der Streifen
14 lantern  [ˈlæntən] – die Laterne
15 pastry  [ˈpeɪstri] – das Feingebäck
16 savory  [ˈseɪvəri] – herzhaft

Vocabulary

siena: The Perfect Day Trip My friend and 
I took a train across the countryside to the smaller, yet equally 
beautiful city of Siena. Our first stop was the Piazza del 
Campo, one of the greatest medieval town squares in Europe, 
which contains the Siena town hall11, Palazzo Publico, and the 
tower, Torre del Mangia. Once a year, in July, a famous horse 
race called the Palio di Siena takes place in the square. Even 
though it was October when we visited, the square was still 
full of people relaxing and soaking in the sun12.

The most stunning sight was Siena Cathedral. Completed in 
the 14th century, the Cathedral surprised me with its pale pink 
and white exterior. The inside was beautiful, with black and 
white stripes13, the colors of Siena. I particularly loved the 
stars that covered the ceiling and the central lantern14, like the 
sun, which made you feel like you were looking up at the sky. 
Siena made for a perfect day-trip from Florence, but I wish I’d 
had more time there.

What’s Italy 
without amazing 
food?
My early-morning arrival 

in Florence was also an introduction to its amazing food. 
My friend, who I stayed with, lives right above a bakery, and 
the delicious smell of fresh pastries15 started coming into 
the window early in the morning. Every morning I would 
get a fresh jam-filled croissant. Although croissants are 
traditionally a French pastry, people believe they became 
popular in Florence when it was under French control during 
the Napoleonic wars in the 1800s. Besides my morning 
croissant, I made sure that I had at least one spoonful of 
gelato every day.

On the savory16 side of things, it was very exciting to eat real 
Italian food in Italy. My home state of New Jersey has many 
Italian restaurants and a large Italian-American population, 
but the food in Florence was on a completely different level, 
much fresher and tastier. I made sure to try it all, from pizza 
and freshly made pasta to hot panini sandwiches. Getting 
to know the original versions of some of my favorite foods 
from home was 
one of the best 
things about 
visiting Italy. 
Five days was 
just long enough 
for a small taste 
of what that 
beautiful country 
has to offer.

Discuss

Have you ever been to Italy? If yes, where?

Can you name any other Italian regions?

Name some things that we typically 
associate with Italy.

Task Cover the text and see if you can 
remember what these words 
mean in connection with tuscany.

→ SoLUTIoNS IN THE TF

stars on the ceiling 20

bankersPalioThe Arno

MichelangeloGrosseto
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A2–B1 TraDITIon

1 independence  [ɪndɪˈpendəns] – 
die Unabhängigkeit

2 to govern  [ˈɡʌvn] – regieren
3 permit  [pəˈmɪt] – die Genehmigung
4 to set (fireworks) off – 

(ein Feuerwerk) abbrennen
5 to break the law  [breɪk lɔː] – 

gegen das Gesetz verstoßen
6 pride  [praɪd] – der Stolz
7 the Pledge of Allegiance 

 [ðə ˌpledʒ əv əˈliːdʒəns] – der Treueschwur
8 loyal  [ˈlɔɪəl] – loyal

Vocabulary

the Revolutionary War (1775–1783) – the 
name for the conflict between American 
colonies and Great Britain. It had started 
before the Declaration of Independence and 
ended with Britain recognizing the US in 1783.

Glossary

People in
the us celebrate
their Independence1

Day on July 4th

each year. It’s such
an important day that
americans often call it
“the fourth of July” or even
just “the fourth”. What exactly
are they celebrating on this day?

MEGAN LEBoEUF (US)

History
At the start of the year 1776, the 
United States didn’t exist. There were 
13 colonies on the east coast which were 
governed2 by the Kingdom of Great 
Britain. The colonies were fighting with 
Great Britain. Their leaders, a group 
called the Continental Congress, wrote 
the Declaration of Independence, which 
said “We’re our own country now, and 
you can’t stop us!” – in nicer language, 
of course. They signed it on July 4th, but 
there were another seven years of war* 
before Great Britain finally agreed to 
let the United States of America be its 
own country.

Traditions
The Fourth of July is one of the biggest 
holidays of the year in the US. You will 
see the American flag flying absolutely 
everywhere on this day, even on 
people’s cars. The main traditions are 
barbecues, parades, shooting guns 
into the sky, and, of course, fireworks. 
Although fireworks are illegal in many 
parts of the country, professionals can 
get permits3 to do big fireworks shows 
on this holiday. And, since in some states 
it is legal to buy fireworks, some people 
will drive to one of those states and bring 
the fireworks home to set them off4, 
even though this is breaking the law5. 
It’s a loud holiday (which is scary for 
pets), and unfortunately it can be quite 
dangerous. Each year many people are 
hurt or even killed by explosions from 
fireworks or accidentally from gunshots.

national Pride6

Why do people in the US go so crazy 
on Independence Day? National pride 
is a big part of American culture. 
In schools, students have to say the 
pledge of allegiance7 every morning, 
putting their hand over their heart and 
promising to always be loyal8 to their 
country. It’s common to hear Americans 
say, “The USA is the greatest country 
on earth.” If someone disagrees with 
them, people might get very angry. This 
might sound strange to people in Europe, 
where national pride has created some 
bad situations in history. But when you’re 
taught from childhood that your country 
is the greatest one on the planet, you will 
probably believe it. Is this a good or a bad 
thing? Only history will be able to tell.

Discuss

Does your country celebrate an 
independence day? What exactly 
does it celebrate?

How do people in your country 
celebrate your independence day?

Are you proud of your country? 
What are you proud of?

Task Can you answer these questions 
based on the article?

→ SoLUTIoNS IN THE TF

1

2

3

4

5

How many American colonies wanted independence in 1776?

What happened on July 4th?

When did the war with Great Britain finish?

How do Americans show their patriotism on July 4th?

What is the Pledge of Allegiance?

Happy Birthday, USA!
Track 6CD
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A2–B1 TeCHnoLoGy

1 to launch  [lɔːntʃ] – katapultieren
2 stardom  [ˈstɑːdəm] – der Starruhm
3 to hang out  [hæŋ ˈaʊt] – 

abhängen, Zeit verbringen
4 dozen  [ˈdʌzn] – das Dutzend
5 to freeze  [friːz] – einfrieren
6 to host  [həʊst] – veranstalten
7 to live-stream  [ˈlaɪv striːm] – live übertragen
8 to set  [set] – festlegen
9 security  [sɪˈkjʊərəti] – Sicherheits-
10 privacy  [ˈprɪvəsi] – die Privatsphäre
11 concern  [kənˈsɜːn] – das Bedenken

Vocabulary

While many businesses have closed 
due to the coronavirus, this new 
reality has made already-giant 
internet companies like Facebook 
and Amazon even bigger than they 
were before. It has also launched1 
some less well-known companies, 
like Zoom, into internet stardom2.

What Is Zoom?
Zoom is online video conferencing 
software that allows users to talk 
face-to-face and share their screens 
over the internet. Zoom lets you 
virtually hang out3 with dozens4 or 
even thousands of other people at 
one time. It’s like Skype, but with 
much better sound quality and 
video that doesn’t freeze5 every 
five seconds. And unlike Google 
Hangouts, which allows people with Gmail 
accounts to do pretty much the same thing, 
you don’t have to have an account to use 
it. Anyone with a passcode can join a Zoom 
meeting or party.

What Is Zooming Good 
for?
People have been using Zoom for lots of 
things. In many countries, teachers are 
using Zoom to create virtual classrooms for 
their students so they can continue their 
lessons even though schools are closed. 
Zoom also gives business people a way to 
work from home so they don’t miss out 
on any long, boring meetings. Even the UK 
government has digital meetings through 
it. And, of course, many people are using 
Zoom to host6 virtual parties and just hang 
out with their friends. Some are even live-
streaming7 their weddings or yoga classes.

But despite these concerns11, it is clear that 
Zoom, like Facebook, is here to stay and 
will continue to be popular even after the 
pandemic is over. I guess we now know 
what the Z in Generation Z stands for: 
Zoomers. Welcome to Generation Zoom.

Perfect But
Zoom is free for everyone, but you have to 
pay if you want your party to last longer than 
40 minutes, the time limit Zoom sets8 for 
free accounts. But don’t worry, it only takes 
a few seconds to get everyone reconnected, 
so in theory, you can party all night. Another 
fun feature of this software is that you can 
change your background. So you can party 
on the Starship Enterprise from Star Trek or 
in the hall of Hogwarts Castle.

Unfortunately, with its sudden popularity 
Zoom is facing a lot of criticism from 
security9 experts who worry about the 
privacy10 of its users. “Zoombombing”, 
for example, is a new word that describes 
what happens when people discover the 
passcode for private meetings and join in 
without being invited.

While we all hide at home 
until the coronavirus 
pandemic goes away, most 
of us are spending more 
time than ever in front of our 
screens. Gone are the days 
when we tried to take breaks 
from our smartphones and 
spend less time in front of 
the computer. With public 
spaces closed down and 
Covid-19 making it nearly 
impossible even to go 
outside in some countries, 
screens have won the battle 
for our attention.

JoSHUA MENSCH (US)

Guys, the virus
SARS-CoV-2 is

attacking the Earth!
A state of emergency

has been
declared...
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sport is full of fun, excitement, and goal celebrations. 
If you’re missing the live matches now because of the 

quarantine, don’t worry. This is the perfect time to 
discover e-sports, and maybe even try them for yourself.

MATTHEW BURT (UK), MEGAN LEBoEUF (US)

What are e-sports?
An e-sport is a type of multiplayer video 
game that people enjoy watching, even 
if they’re not players – just like football 
and other live sports. Matches are usually 
streamed live on sites like YouTube and 
Twitch, and there are also in-person 
tournaments1 in stadiums.

Big events, Big Prizes
E-sports are nothing new. Their popularity 
has been growing for years. Last year there 

a Millionaire Gamer
At the Fortnite championships, a total of 
$30 million in prize money was given out2 
to finalists. The winner, Kyle Giersdorf, who 
was only 16 at the time and a secondary 
school student, took home $3 million. 
The total prize money at the DOTA 2 
International Championship in China a few 
months later was even more – over $34 
million. 2 ______ As computer gaming and 
e-sports keep getting more popular, we 
might see even bigger tournament prizes in 
the future.

was a record number of e-sports events 
with multi-million-dollar prizes. The biggest 
e-sports games, such as DOTA 2, League 
of Legends and Fortnite, even made world 
news. Almost 44 million people watched 
the League of Legends finals, the highest 
number of viewers ever of any e-sports 
competitions, followed by Fortnite with 
2.33 million viewers and DOTA 2 with 1.96 
million. 1 ______

Why so Popular?
One reason these e-sports are so popular 
is because viewers can watch them for 
free on sites like YouTube and Twitch. 
The people who make the games try to 
make them easy to watch for spectators3, 
because a game that becomes an e-sport 
is great for sales4. 3 ______ Some 
tournaments are played live in stadiums 
in front of a crowd of fans. For example, 
the Fortnite championships in June 2019 
took place in the Arthur Ashe Stadium 
in New York, the home of the US Open 
tennis tournament. The most recent 
Rocket League World Championship finals 
in December 2019 were at the Palacio 
Vistalegre in Madrid, an arena built on top 
of a former5 bullfighting ring6. In South 
Korea, where e-sports are extremely 
popular, they even show live e-sports 
events on national television.

A2–B1 sPorT, TeCHnoLoGy

The Sports of the Future

Task put these sentences 
back into the text.
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Even 14th place could win you half a million!

But it’s not all just online.

This idea makes some people angry.

Each had multi-million-
dollar prizes for the finalists.
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e-sports at the olympics?
Is it possible that one day e-sports may be just as common and popular as 
other sports? Many gaming fans think so, and many even want e-sports to 
become a part of the Olympic Games. 4 ______ Many fans of traditional 
sports don’t think e-sports are real sports. They think e-sports are purely7 
mental, so they don’t count as the type of sport that could be at the 
Olympics. But e-sports lovers point out8 that it takes skill, timing and 
planning, and it does involve physical ability9, especially hand speed and 
agility10, which shows that e-sports are the same as any other sport. One 
thing is for certain: if e-sports keep getting more popular (and attracting11 
more sponsors), it will be hard to ignore them for much longer.

Becoming a Player
If all the extra time at home lately has improved
your gaming skills, you can even try to compete in
an e-sport yourself. Last year, 40 million players competed
for places in the Fortnite World Cup, where you can play 
alone (solo) or with a partner (duo). There are also events for 
DOTA 2, League of Legends, and Rocket League that anyone 
can try out for. Check the internet for details about events 
this year.
So keep your 
thumbs ready, 
and play on.

1 tournament  [ˈtʊənəmənt] – das Turnier
2 to give out – vergeben
3 spectator  [spekˈteɪtə(r)] – der Zuschauer
4 sales  [seɪlz] – der Umsatz
5 former  [ˈfɔːmə(r)] – ehemalig
6 bullfighting ring  [ˈbʊlfaɪtɪŋ rɪŋ] – 

die Stierkampfarena
7 purely  [ˈpjʊəli] – rein
8 to point out – hinweisen
9 ability  [əˈbɪləti] – das Können
10 agility  [əˈdʒɪləti] – die Flinkheit
11 to attract  [əˈtrækt] – anlocken
12 lifetime supply  [ˈlaɪftaɪm səˈplaɪ] – 

der Lebensvorrat

Vocabulary

Discuss

Do you follow any e-sports?

Do you know any successful 
e-sports players in your country?

The Sports of the Future

JaDen asHMan, a 15-year-old from 
the UK, won almost a million pounds 
for second place in the duos event at 
the Fortnite World Cup. He shared the 
victory with a gaming partner from the 
Netherlands. His mother didn’t want 
him to play, as she wanted him to focus 
on his school work. She even threw his 
Xbox out of the window once! But when 
he started playing competitively and 
winning, she realised that her son had 
a very special talent, so she took him to 
the championships in America. When 
asked how he would spend the money, his 
mother said, “Knowing Jaden, it will be 
a lifetime supply12 of takeaways”.
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A2–B1 JoBs

Food

M a k e - u p

a r t i s t s  i n  t h e

K i t c h e n

Have you ever wondered why the pictures of food on 
menu boards or on the pages of cookbooks look so 

delicious? It is all thanks to food stylists, people whose 
job it is to make your mouth water.* so how do they do 
it? Gate interviewed the Canadian food stylist Michael 

elliott, who works in Toronto, to find out.

Stylists



What does a food stylist do?
A food stylist prepares food for 
photographing for food magazines or for 
filming for TV programmes. Basically, food 
stylists make food look photogenic. Even 
if it means spraying (= besprühen) water 
over salads or using golden brown paint on 
turkey to make the food look better. Food 
stylists are sometimes also responsible for 
shopping for the ingredients and cooking 
the food from start to finish.

What skills do you need? Do you need
to know how to cook?
You need to have good cooking skills. 
You need to know the characteristics of 
foods and how they cook. For instance, 
how cheese melts (= schmelzen), and how 
it behaves (= sich verhalten) at different 
temperatures. The knowledge of food is the 
most important skill to have for this job. 
Besides that, you have to have an idea of 
how to present food visually and you need 
to be good with people.

Can you make any food look nice?
You can definitely make any food look 
better, but there are limits. If it’s a boiled 
potato, it’s always going to look like 
a boiled potato, and there’s nothing you 
can do about it. I always use the example of 
a make-up artist. When you see someone 
like Lady Gaga, she looks much better after 
a make-up artist and a retoucher* have 
worked their magic on her than when she 
gets out of bed, because there is something 
there to work with. The same is true of food.

What does the job consist of?
Typically a client has a project. Say they 
want to advertise (= Reklame machen für) 
their cookies. An ad agency will come up 

with creative ideas for a campaign and then 
I will be in charge of (= für etw. zuständig 
sein) making the cookies look their best, 
in a style that matches the campaign. 
Maybe I have to sort through (= sortieren, 
durchsehen) cookies to find the nicest ones 
and make sure these are the visuals that 
the client wants. Maybe they want a more 
imperfect (= unvollkommen) look, maybe 
I have to dust off (= abstauben) the cookies 
to remove any crumbs (= Krümel) so that 
they look fresh, etc.

What tools do you use in your job?
All the kitchen stuff, like pots, pans, 
knives, spatulas (= Spatel) plus tweezers 
(= Pinzetten), which are very important, 
brushes (= Pinsel), eye droppers (= Pipetten), 
and other tools.

Which project are you most proud of?
I always enjoy working on magazines and 
magazine covers because you can see 
your work in print (= in Druckform). And in 
terms of food, I once built a four-foot high 
(122 cm) sandwich that looked amazing. 
The dirty secret of the sandwich was that 
there was a metal and wood frame (= der 
Rahmen) hidden behind it to hold it up.

What is the most difficult part of your
job?
When the client wants to change 
something halfway through the project, 
or something goes wrong. You have to 
deal with pressure (= der Druck) and make 
it look easy even though you’re sweating 
blood*. As someone I worked for once said 
“It’s a pair of tweezers, not a magic wand 
(= der Zauberstab), but sometimes you have 
to make it look like a magic wand.”

Photos of food are often not what they seem.
Here are some tricks food stylists often use.

Ice in drinks can be very hard to photograph. 
Real ice looks white in photographs and it

melts quickly. Professional food stylists 
frequently use fake ice made of plastic.

Ice cream is another very difficult food to work with 
as it melts under hot lights. Sometimes the delicious-
looking ice cream you see is actually mashed potato.

Why do the burgers in photos and the burger 
you actually get look so different? Probably 

because the big, juicy burgers often contain 
little pieces of cardboard1 or paper towel 

between each layer2 to make them look taller.

1 cardboard  [ˈkɑːdbɔːd] – die Pappe
2 layer  [ˈleɪə(r)] – die Schicht
3 soggy  [ˈsɒɡi] – aufgeweicht
4 steam  [stiːm] – der Dampf
5 cotton ball  [ˈkɒtn bɔːl] – 

der Wattebausch

Vocabulary

to make the mouth water – to 
make sb feel hungry, literally to 
make the mouth salivate
retoucher – a person whose job 
it is to work on photographs by 
adding extra details or removing 
things that don’t look good
to sweat blood – to work very hard

Glossary

Discuss

Look at this food photograph.

What do you think the food 
stylist had to do to make it look 
good?

Do you take pictures of food? 
Do you have any tricks to make it 
look great?

f o o D s T y L I n G T r I C K s

Keeping things warm is another 
problem. If you see a picture 
of a cup of coffee with steam4 
rising from it, it is probably cold. 
Food stylists put wet cotton 
balls5 in a microwave and then 
hide them behind the cup. Or 
even use smoke from a cigarette.

Milk makes cereal 
go quickly soggy3, 
which is why 
this breakfast 
favourite is hard to 
make look good. 
The solution? 
Use white glue 
instead of milk.
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all these films were supposed to
come out this summer, but now…
who knows? Most of them have
been put back a few months,
but they are definitely still
worth waiting for.
kAREN CRyER (UK)

A2–B1 fILM

films
to Look

forward to

Honeyland
Filmed over three years, this 
1 _______________ follows one of 
Europe’s last wild beekeepers1. This 
may seem like a strange choice, but 
the story of Hatidze Muratova’s life in 
a remote2 Balkan village is eye-opening. 
When someone new arrives, he sees 
an opportunity to make money from 
honey and tries to make Hatidze’s life 
complicated. The film shows how 
modern and ancient lifestyles clash3 and 
how important it is to balance4 nature 
and humanity. It’s no surprise that 
Honeyland has won many awards. It is 
definitely a must-see.

Wonder Woman 
1984
For fans of director Patty Jenkins’ 
Wonder Woman in 2017, there’s good 
news. The wait is almost over for 
the next film. We don’t know the 
story yet, but judging5 by the first 
2 _______________ we can expect ’80s 
retro at its best. The villain6 Maxwell 
Lord is sure to cause plenty of chaos and 
Wonder Woman’s love, Steve (played by 
Chris Pine), is somehow alive again. But 
there’s more: Kristen Wiig’s character, 
Barbara, will transform into Cheetah. 
It goes without saying that Gal Gadot 
is still starring as the armoured7 

Amazonian superhero, so expect high-
kicks, flying and a ton of fun in this next 
3_______________.

Tenet
Any film by director Christopher 
Nolan causes a buzz8, and Tenet is 
no exception. The man behind the 
Dark Knight trilogy, Inception and 
Dunkirk has created an action-packed 
thriller that is sure to have you on the 
edge of your seat9. The trailer shows 
espionage10, intrigue11 and suspense12, 
but the 4 _______________ is still 
a secret. What we do know is it has an 
all-star 5 _______________ including 
Michael Caine, Kenneth Branagh, John 
David Washington, Robert Pattinson 
and Clémence Poésy. This is also 
Nolan’s most expensive film so far and 
it was shot in seven countries. One 
thing’s for sure, this is going to be one of 
the most exciting films of the year.
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1 beekeeper  [ˈbiːkiːpə(r)] – der Imker
2 remote  [rɪˈməʊt] – abgelegen
3 to clash  [klæʃ] – aufeinanderprallen
4 to balance  [ˈbæləns] – 

das Gleichgewicht halten
5 to judge  [dʒʌdʒ] – urteilen
6 villain  [ˈvɪlən] – der Schurke
7 armoured  [ˈɑːrmərd] – in Rüstung
8 to cause a buzz  [kɔːz bʌz] – 

für Begeisterung sorgen
9  to have you on the edge of your seat  [edʒ] – 

für reichlich Nervenkitzel sorgen
10 espionage  [ˈespiənɑːʒ] – die Spionage
11 intrigue  [ˈɪntriːɡ] – die Intrige
12 suspense  [səˈspens] – die Spannung
13 spooky  [ˈspuːki] – spukhaft
14 goofy  [ˈɡuːfi] – ulkig
15 air guitar – die Luftgitarre

Vocabulary
Look at the words from the box. Do you know 
what they mean? after you have checked their 
meanings, fill in the gaps with the correct words.

→ SoLUTIoNS IN THE TF

Task

p lo t t railers t range cas t

documen tary adven t uresblockbus t er

Ghostbusters: 
afterlife
If you were disappointed by the last 
Ghostbusters film, don’t worry. This 
next one follows on from the first 
two films and will feature the original 
stars. That means Bill Murray, Dan 
Aykroyd and Ernie Hudson will return, 
but not Harold Ramis, who died 
in 2014. The story follows a single 
mother and her two children who 
move to a small town and realise that 
“there’s something 6 _______________ 
in the neighbourhood” and it’s somehow 
connected to the original Ghostbusters. 
Get ready for some spooky13 action!

Bill & Ted face the Music
Bill and Ted, two characters who were a huge 
part of pop culture in the late ’80s and early 
’90s, are back. This will be the third movie about 
the goofy14 time travellers and they’ll be played 
by Keanu Reeves and Alex Winter again. Now, 
Bill and Ted are grown up and they each have 
a daughter. However, they once again have 
the task to save the world and this time they 
only have 78 minutes. The duo need to write 
a song to succeed in their mission. Get ready 
for plenty of air guitar15 and time travelling 
7 _______________. Excellent!
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Track 7CDA2–B1 LanGuaGe

over the school year, we have looked at everyday english 
related to a lot of topics: from music to food. now 

it’s time to see how much you remember! Can you match 
the words in italics to their definitions? Listen to the CD 

to check your answers. Good luck.

Y a player whose job is to score goals

V a traditional British breakfast

W a live musical performance

X to end a relationship with someone

LIAM PEACH (UK)

eVerYdaY english
What do You remember?

a: These jeans cost me 70 quid!

B: 70 quid? What a rip-off! You can 
get them online for half the price.

1
scenes from an upcoming new filma

ten poundsb

a person (often a man) who pretends to be 
interested in just one person, but in fact wants 
to have relationships with many different people

C

fear of missing outd a romantic comedye

a new recording of a song that was 
originally made by someone elseF

to talk to someone in a way that 
shows you are attracted to themm

a place where a musical performance 
or other special events take places

to send an SMSg to eat a loth

a pound (£)i three goals, especially in footballJ

to watch many episodes of a TV programme in a rowK

something that is easy to rememberl

when a TV show decreases in qualityn

someone who watches sport on televisionQ

something more expensive than it should ber

to be careful what you eat so you don’t get fatt

a game that takes place in a different club’s stadiumu

can’t eatZ

a: Do you want to go to the gig at Cross 
Club at the weekend?

B: Oh yeah, let’s do it. That’s a great venue.
3

a: I’m going to make a fry-up. Do you want some?

B: Well, I’m supposed to be watching my weight, 
but OK, let’s pig out.

4

a: Ugh, Marcus just tried to hit on me again.

B: That guy is unbelievable, he only broke up 
with Lucy last week. What a player.

5

a: Our new striker is amazing. What a player.

B: I know, he scored a hat-trick in his first 
game. Brilliant!

6

7
a: Have you seen the trailer for the new Jennifer 

Aniston movie?

B: No I haven’t, but let me guess… another romcom?

8

a: Did you hear Harry Styles performing that song 
“Big Yellow Taxi” on the radio? It’s really catchy.

B: I did. It’s great, but actually it’s a cover. 
The original is by Joni Mitchell.

9
a: I probably won’t go to the party, but text me 

when you get there and let me know if it’s good.

B: Dude, you have such FOMO. Just come and see 
for yourself!

10
a: I can’t stomach spinach. Get it away from me!

B: I know, it tastes pretty gross, but it’s really healthy.

11
a: Can you lend me a tenner?

B: Sorry, I can’t. I’m broke too.

12
a: Are you going to the away game next weekend?

B: No, probably not, I’m more of an armchair fan.

2

a: I’ve been binge watching The Big Bang Theory 
all week.

B: Really? I don’t watch it any more. I think it jumped 
the shark when Leonard and Penny got married.

horrible, disgustingo to have no moneyP
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Lost Treasure

A2–B1 PuZZLe

1 priceless artifact  [ˈpraɪsləs ˈɑːtɪfækt] – ein unbezahlbares Artefakt 
2 ancient civilization  [ˈeɪnʃənt sɪvəlaɪˈzeɪʃn] – eine alte Kultur
3 zoom out  [zuːm] – die Ansicht verkleinern

Vocabulary

MEGAN LEBoEUF (US)
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1 45°25’56” N 122°22’24” W

2 40°30’54” N 88°59’25” W

3 52°01’28” N 4°10’22” E

4 47°47’55” N 114°17’42” W ×

5 49°58’06” N 5°12’14” W

6 41°22’19” S 146°15’30” E ×

a priceless artifact1 from 
an ancient civilization2 
was stolen from the 
museum. The thief left 
strange clues. Can you 
solve the puzzle and find 
the missing artifact?
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It’s about What?!
There are some pop songs that you might have heard a million times and think 

you know well. and then one day when you listen closely to the lyrics, you realize 
that they are about something completely different from what they seemed 

to be. Here are a few examples of songs that you might be getting wrong.
kRISTINE BoTHA (SOUTH AFRICA)

Songs That Are Not What You Think

A2–B1 MusIC

This popular hit will have you moving and 
shaking like no other. It’s a catchy1 pop 
melody that will get stuck in your head and 
make you want to dance. But if you listen 
a little more closely, you might realize that 
there is a bit more to the song than dancing 
and fun. It’s actually about the singer Toni 
Watson’s problems with busking2 when she 
was first starting out as a poor musician 
in Australia.

At first, she describes how an audience 
can love a performer (the song is about 
a dancer, but imagine a singer instead).

“They say, oh my god, I see 
the way you shine

Take your hands, my dear, and 
place them both in mine

You know you stopped me 
dead* while I was passing by
And now I beg to see you 
dance just one more time”

Tones and I
(feat. Major Lazer)

“Dance 
Monkey”

This seems like most singers’ dream, 
right? Everyone wants to be loved by their 
audience. However, she goes on to mention 
that people expected her to perform all the 
time. That made her feel powerless3:

In interviews, Toni has explained how her 
experience of busking connects to this song 
more specifically: “One person ran past and 
stole my money. Someone else […] tried 
to play my keyboard. The whole crowd 
was drunk and rowdy4. I said ’Sorry, this is 
it now*.’ They started booing5 me. I was 
so frustrated. It showed me how people 
didn’t have any patience6 anymore. Replace 
the word ’dance’ with ’sing’, and that 
sums it up7.”

There’s a lot of frustration and pain 
behind this fun hit. However, it’s great 
that Toni used her talents to turn her bad 
experiences into success.

“They say

Move for me

Move for me

Move for me ay ay ay

And when you’re don
e I’ll 

make you do it 
all again”
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At first, this dark and twisted8 song might seem like just another 
hit in Billie Eilish’s repertoire aiming to scare and disturb9 people, 
taking on the persona10 of a bad (or even murderous) friend.

This young musician has become the opposite of what people 
expect from pop stars. She’s unapologetically11 weird and enjoys 
including elements12 of horror in her songs.

Most of the time, her songs are told from her perspective13. In her 
chart-topping hit “Bad Guy”, for example, Billie herself is the “bad 
guy”. At first, it seems her popular 2019 song “Bury a Friend” is no 
different:

However, through interviews with Billie and reading into the 
lyrics more deeply, it has been revealed14 that she is playing 
with perspective in this song. The main character here, asking 
these strange questions, is actually a monster that lives under 
Billie’s bed, and Billie is the “friend” the monster is speaking to.

When asked what the song is really about Billie explained that the 
song was inspired by her sleep paralysis*. “I have these terrifying15 
dreams. It’s like the whole night is terrifying and then I wake up.” 
Maybe there is more to this song than Billie just trying to shock 
her audience.

What do you think it means? 
Could there be more 
interpretations of 
this pop hit?

“What do you want from me? Why don’t you run from me?

What are you wondering? What do you know?

Why aren’t you scared of me? Why do you care for me?

When we all fall asleep where do we go?”

Billie eilish
“Bury a friend”

OK. Simple. It’s more of a fight with her lover than a serenade*, but 
that’s all there is to this song, right? Wrong. Actually, this song was written 
by Bareilles about her record label16 at the time. Her record label, Epic 
Records, was putting pressure on17 Bareilles to write a big hit, something 
that would take over18 the radio airwaves and become a famous song.

Ironically, in writing about this pressure, she came up with one of her 
biggest hits.

Here’s a slightly older song that is often misunderstood. It’s easy 
to see why you might mistake singer-songwriter Sarah Bareilles’ 
hit “Love Song” for, well, an actual love song. But wait. Reading 
the lyrics might change your mind:

sarah Bareilles
“Love song”

“I’m not gonna write you a love song
’Cause you tell me it’s
Make or breaking this

Is that why you wanted a love song?”

Glossary

to stop somebody dead – to 
suddenly make sb stop moving
this is it – It’s the end

sleep paralysis – a feeling that 
you can’t move when you are 
waking up or falling asleep
serenade – a love song

Vocabulary

1 catchy  [ˈkætʃi] – eingängig
2 busking  [ˈbʌskɪŋ] – Straßenmusik machen
3 powerless  [ˈpaʊələs] – machtlos, ohnmächtig
4 rowdy  [ˈraʊdi] – rowdyhaft
5 to boo  [buː] – ausbuhen
6 patience  [ˈpeɪʃns] – die Geduld
7 to sum up  [sʌm ˈʌp] – etw. zusammenfassen
8 twisted  [ˈtwɪstɪd] – verdreht
9 to disturb  [dɪˈstɜːb] – verstören
10 persona  [pəˈsəʊnə] – die Persona, die Rolle

11 unapologetically  [ʌnəˌpɒləˈdʒetɪkli] – 
ohne sich zu entschuldigen 

12 element  [ˈelɪmənt] – das Element
13 perspective  [pəˈspektɪv] – 

die Perspektive, der Blickwinkel
14 to reveal  [rɪˈviːl] – sich zeigen
15 terrifying  [ˈterɪfaɪɪŋ] – entsetzlich
16 record label  [ˈrekɔːd ˈleɪbl] – das Musiklabel
17 to put pressure on sb  [ˈpreʃə(r] – 

auf jmdn. Druck ausüben
18 to take over – ber etw. die herrschaft 

bernehmen
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A2–B1 TeCHnoLoGy / fun

People used to say “the 
camera never lies”, but 
photo editing1 has been 
around since the very 
first photographs. and 
why not? a photograph 
looks like reality, but it 
isn’t. you can’t change 
reality to fit your 
dreams, but you can 
change a picture.
PAUL FARRINGToN-DoUGLAS (UK)

Dreams Become 
real
Most photo editing is to improve 
the picture by making it a bit 
brighter here, darker there, hiding
a distracting3 detail in another place and so 
on. But photographers have always loved 
being able to play around with reality. They 
can make the impossible happen.

The artist Simon Stålenhag, for example, 
photoshops futuristic scenes into photos 
of the Swedish countryside. This began as 
a few images done just for fun, but as more 
and more people fell in love with his work, 
it developed into a special project. There 
have been books and games based on his 
work, and now there’s even an Amazon TV 
series called The Loop (definitely one for 
the Stranger Things fans out there).

These days, it’s much easier. Digital 
photo editing has given us more 
power to “change reality” than 
ever. But as Spiderman reminds us 
“With great power comes great 
responsibility2.” Let’s take a look at 
the good, the bad and the ugly of 
Photoshop editing.

Stålenhag edits landscape photos to 
create painting-like images.

Just for Laughs
You can have a lot of fun with Photoshop, 
too. Some Photoshop users love to put 
images together in ways that make us 
laugh, whether they do so with great skill 
or comically badly. Not everyone needs to 
be a Photoshop master, but is it possible to 
be alive now and not be able to make your 
own memes?

The pond 6 in the garden just 
got a lot scarier.

Photo-
shop-

aholics

The Goo
d,

the Bad 
and

the ugly
 of

Photo Ed
iting

Some fantasy Photoshop edits are so 
good that people wonder if they are real. 
A photography website called Worth1000 
used to run regular Photoshop challenges, 
and several images from those old 
competitions still get sent around social 
media as real pictures.

Did giants exist? This 
Worth1000 contest entry 4 is 

still shared online as evidence 
of a giant cover-up 5.

Tracks 8–9CD ActivitiesTF
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1 editing  [ˈedɪtɪŋ] – die Bearbeitung
2 responsibility  [rɪˌspɒnsəˈbɪləti] – 

die Verantwortung
3 distracting  [dɪˈstræktɪŋ] – störend
4 entry  [ˈentri] – der Beitrag
5 cover-up  [ˈkʌvər ʌp] – 

die Verschleierung, die Vertuschung
6 pond  [pɒnd] – der Teich
7 request  [rɪˈkwest] – das Anliegen
8 to judge  [dʒʌdʒ] – beurteilen
9 spot  [spɒt] – der Pickel
10 to touch up – retuschieren
11 to reshape  [riːˈʃeɪp] – 

umformen, umgestalten
12 bendy  [riːˈʃeɪp] – biegsam
13 vain  [veɪn] – eitel
14 hips  [hɪps] – die Hüften
15 torso  [ˈtɔːsəʊ] – der Oberkörper
16 self-conscious  [self ˈkɒnʃəs] – 

befangen, gehemmt
17 creepy  [ˈkriːpi] – 

gruselig, unheimlich

Vocabulary

1

2

3

And we just love 
Photoshopper James 
Fridman (www.
jamesfridman.com). 
He offers to help people 
“fix” their photographs. 
They send him their 
requests7, and he makes 
the changes they ask 
for. It’s not his fault if 
the instructions are not 
always very clear, is it?

The customer is always right.

Catalogue Creepy17

Catalogues, ads and magazines have always been a great place to find awful Photoshop 
editing, probably because they’re put together by tired editors who don’t notice things 
like an extra foot or too-long arm here or there. Sometimes, the results are almost art.

The Photoshop Workout
The internet is full of trolls ready to judge8 your 
body. If you have a bit of belly fat or a few spots9, 
for some nasty people you might as well be an ugly 
monster. It’s no 
surprise many 
people choose 
to touch-up10 
reality a bit, but if 
you are going to 
reshape11 yourself 
for the internet, 
be careful not to 
take it too far.

What is wrong 
with these photos?

→ SoLUTIoNS IN THE TF

Task

Too Good to Be True
When people Photoshop their selfies, 
it’s understandable (if a bit vain13). When magazine 
editors and advertising guys do it, it’s something else. 
The actor Zendaya was unhappy when a modelling 
magazine decided to make her look even slimmer than 
she already was, so she posted the real pic alongside 
the fake on Instagram. “I was shocked when I found my 
19-year-old hips14 and torso15 quite manipulated. These 
are the things that make women self-conscious16, that 
create the unrealistic ideals of beauty that we have.”

The real Zendaya, on the 
right, didn’t want or 

need the Photoshop diet.

Muscles so big they 
make everything in the 

room look bendy12.

Can you send us your best 
photoshopped picture with 

a caption? The best will be printed 
in the next issue of Gate. Send the 
photo to bridge@bphi.de as a jpg, 

Subject: Photoshop.
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Vocabulary SOS
Camping

LanGuaGe A2–B1

Some people like
to stay in hotels or
hostels when they travel,
but others prefer the great
outdoors. Here’s everything you
need to know to talk about camping
in English. MEGAN LEBoEUF (USA)

Talk About It
Is camping popular in Germany?

Is wild camping legal in your country? 
Where can you do it?

Have you ever been wild camping? How 
was it? If not, would you like to?

Have you ever been car camping? When 
and where? Did you enjoy it?

Would you prefer to go wild camping or 
car camping? Why?

Traditionally, camping meant putting 
everything you need in a large backpack, 
hiking into the woods or up a mountain, and 

living without modern things like electricity and running water 
(= fließendes Wasser). This is called “wild camping”. It’s still 

popular in some countries, like Canada and the US,
but in others, such as the UK, it’s nearly

gone and illegal.

Born to Be Wild

First 
you will 
have to put up 

(= aufbauen) a tent, which can be a lot of work. You’ll 
probably want a fire, though in some places you may need 
a permit (= die Genehmigung) for this. It’s extremely important 
to be safe so you don’t start a forest fire! Well-made and safe 
campfires are perfect for roasting marshmallows or sausages, and sitting 
around to tell scary stories. If you can’t or don’t want to build a fire, you can 
bring a camping stove instead to cook your food. You did bring food, right?

Camping Activities

If you do decide to try wild camping, 
you need to be very careful to 
bring everything you need. 

It’s important to be prepared for emergencies (= der Notfall) with 
a first aid kit (= der Erste-Hilfe-Kasten) and a way to get help 
if something goes wrong. This can be a mobile phone 
if there’s a signal, or something like a GpS tracker 
so people can find you. Obviously you’ll 
need a place to sleep, including 
a sleeping bag, a sleeping mat 
(= die Schlafmatte) or air 
mattress (= die Luftmatratze), 
and a tent.

In these 
modern times, 
more and more 

people are trying a newer form of 
camping known in some countries as 
“car camping”. This involves traveling to 
a private campground (AmE) / campsite 
(BrE) (= der Zeltplatz) by car or RV (US) / 
motorhome (UK) (= das Wohnmobil). You 
drive into a campsite with everything you 
need and sometimes you can even sleep 
in the vehicle. Campgrounds usually have 
a shop to buy supplies (= Vorräte), and 
modern toilets. Some campgrounds in 
the US even have swimming pools, game 
rooms (= Spielräume), tennis courts, 
restaurants, and other facilities. Since this 
type of camping is usually much cheaper 
than staying at a hotel, it’s a popular 
option for families and people traveling 
on a budget (= preisgünstig).

Car Camping

A Night in the Woods
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Barefoot

In a country where militant2

grandmas make you wear
slippers the second you enter
their house, where having
bare feet2 is big no-no , the
thought of going barefoot
gives most German people
nightmares3. and yet, 
outdoor barefoot walking is
more popular than ever.
MATTHEW BURT (UK)

A2–B1 sPorT

1 barefoot  [ˈbeəfʊt] – barfuß
2 militant  [ˈmɪlɪtənt] – gebieterisch, 

keinen Widerspruch duldend
3 nightmare  [ˈnaɪtmeə(r)] – 

der Albtraum
4 muscles  [ˈmʌslz] – Muskeln
5 study  [ˈstʌdi] – die Studie
6 benefit  [ˈbenɪfɪt] – der Nutzen
7 relief  [rɪˈliːf] – die Befreiung
8 to be aware  [əˈweə(r)] – 

sich bewusst sein
9 pavement  [ˈpeɪvmənt] – 

das Pflaster, der Gehweg
10 to toughen up  [ˈtʌfn] – abhärten
11 martial arts  [mɑːʃl ˈɑːts] – 

der Kampfsport

Vocabulary

big no-no – something that is 
thought of as not acceptable, or 
a very bad idea

 Language Point

Discuss

Would you like to try barefoot 
walking? Where could you try it?

The new foot Trend

better control of your feet

improved balance

stronger leg muscles, which 
support the lower back

relief7 from badly 
fitting shoes

Again, because of 
years of shoe wearing, 
your feet are quite soft 
so be aware8 of what 

you‘re walking on. 
Stay on soft grass and 
smooth pavements9 to 
begin with, until your 

feet toughen up10.

You have worn shoes all your life and your 
feet will need time to change and get 

stronger. Start slowly, even just five minutes 
a day of barefoot walking can improve health.

Finally, the ground has 
millions of bacteria and cuts 
can lead to bad infections. 
Avoid the metro if you can.

Walking 
The latest health trend has seen 
people in parks, on the street and 
on the metro getting their feet 
naked. They are going outside to 
feel the earth under their feet and 
the wind running through their 
toes. They connect to nature, 
Mother Earth and people‘s chewing 
gum. But is it healthy? Is it safe? 
Will people like my feet?

As one barefoot walker,
Daniel Taras, a physical education 
teacher, explained to Gate “Barefoot 
walking is about getting in touch with 
your body and the outdoors. When 
I go barefoot walking, I have to think 
a lot more about where I walk and 
how I walk, and I feel my muscles4 
have to work a lot harder too, so 
it‘s good exercise“.

The Positives of
Barefoot Walking

But wait, before you throw away your trainers 
and try barefoot walking, here are some 
safety tips to keep your bare feet happy.

And the
science agrees. 

Many studies5 have 
shown the health 
benefits6 of losing 

the shoes.

Remember there are still loads of activities that give you the benefits 
of having bare feet without any risks. These include yoga, pilates, 
martial arts11 or simply doing balance exercises at home in bare feet. 
The important thing is to begin to be thankful for those strange looking 
body parts that carry your weight all day long and get you from A to B.

So be happy you have a pair and free your feet 
from their shoe prisons, walk the way your 
body was always supposed to: go barefoot!
It‘s one small step for a man, it‘s one giant… 
piece of glass owwww!
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@enzo comics

https://cheerupemokid.com

?

honey – Schatz, Liebling, to shove – stopfen, to bite – beißen, poisonous – Gift-, 
deadly – tödlich, venomous – Gift-, sting – der Stachel, der Stich


