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READING IS FUN!
This learning material is
taken from Play, an Englishlanguage magazine.
It can be freely copied and
distributed.

YOUR STORY
Task 1

A0–A1

A1–A2

Primary
8–11-year-old
students

Primary
10–13-year-old
students

A2–B1

B1–B2

Primary and
Secondary
13–16-year-old
students

Read and write on the lines.

Secondary
16–19-year-old
students

The instructions
for the activities on
pp. 1 and 2 can be
found on p. 3.

PLACES

Choose seven. Write them on the lines.
Amsterdam, Athens, Berlin, Bratislava, Brussels, Helsinki, Lisbon, London, Madrid,
Rome, Paris, Prague, Warsaw
Place 1: ….............................…..…

Place 2: …...............................……

Place 3: …...............................……

Place 4: …...............................……

Place 5: …...............................……

Place 6: …...............................……

1
Choose one:
sunny, rainy, cloudy,
windy, funny
.........................................

3

Place 7: …...............................……

Choose one:
black, white, orange,
green, purple

2
Choose one:
snowing, raining

.......................................

.........................................

4
Choose two: meatballs,
spaghetti, fish, milk,
apples, tomatoes,
sausages
a) ......................................,

6

5
Choose one: heads,
hats, hair, cars, cats,
dogs, bags

Choose one:
hot, cold, rainy, windy
...........................................

........................................
7

b) ......................................

Choose two: coats
, T-shirts, jeans, shorts,
sweaters
, skirts, sandals , Santa hats
a) ...........................................,
b) ...........................................
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WHAT’S THE WEATHER LIKE TODAY?
Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs is a book and a film for children.
The town in the book and film is called Chewandswallow. It rains
food and drink there. Would you like to live there? Why? Why not?

Task 2

Write the words from page 1 in the spaces.
Then read the story.

Good morning.
Welcome to What’s the Weather like Today?
In ................................................., it is a ................................................. day today. It is ................................................
[Place 1]
[1]
[2]
in ................................................. and in ................................................. . There are big ................................................
[Place 2]
[Place 3]
[3]
clouds over Italy. It’s raining ................................................. in ................................................. and
[4 a]
[Place 4]
................................................ in ................................................ . There is a strong wind in ......................................... .
[Place 5]
[Place 6]
[4 b]
It takes people’s ................................................ away. The weather is really ................................................
[5]
[6]
in ................................................, and people are wearing their ................................................ and
[Place 7]
[7 a]
The recording can be found
at www.bridge-online.cz/play,
CD Track 14.

................................................ . What a day!
[7 b]
Task 3

Choose three places from your story. Draw lines from the boxes
to the places. Draw the weather in the boxes.

Helsinki

London

Amsterdam
Brussels

Warsaw

Berlin
Prague

Bratislava

Paris

Lisbon

Madrid

Rome

Athens

Task 4

Listen to an example of the story (CD Track 14).
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HOW TO WORK WITH THE ACTIVITIES ON PP. 1 AND 2
Before you start
Ask the children about the weather: Is it sunny? Is it rainy? Is there snow?
What is your favourite weather?
Introduce the phrase: It’s raining cats and dogs. (= It is raining a lot.)
Ask the children: Would you like cats and dogs to fall from the sky?
Would you like it to rain food and drink?
Depending on your situation, you can work with the activities in two different ways.
1 Faster version – Do the tasks as a group. One shared story will be created.
2 Slower version – Do the tasks individually. There will be many different stories created.

Task 1

Write the words on the lines based on the instructions. You can have the children look at
a map to see where the places are.
When there’s a choice of more than one word, you can ask the students what these words
have in common (e.g. they are all food or clothes) and try to come up with more words in the
same category.
►► When you follow the faster version, a different child chooses a word for each category.
All of them write down the same words.
►► When you follow the slower version, each child writes down the word they’ve picked
themselves.

Task 2

Fill in the gaps with the words from Task 1 (based on the numbers).
Then read the whole story.
If there’s just one story, it’s easy. If there are several stories, let the students choose if they
want to share their story or not.

Task 3

This task is individual. Each student chooses which place they want to illustrate.

Task 4

Play CD Track 14.
The children listen to our example story and compare it with their own.

What else can you do?
Print the texts again (p. 4). This time, choose different places, such as:
the kitchen, the shoe shop, my bedroom, the bathroom, the garden, the café, the playground, the living
room, the school, the hospital, the zoo, the classroom, the bookshop
You can also come up with new words for the other categories – colours, food and clothing. How crazy
can your story get?
Have fun!
Follow up activity: Watch the film Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs.
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Teachers ordering one or more class subscriptions receive the following free teachers’ package:
a magazine, a CD, a poster and a calendar.
EVERY MONTH

ONCE A YEAR

TWICE A YEAR
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You can subscribe to Play
magazine at a better price
through your English teacher.
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