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AT SCHOOL AGAIN

Task 1

1 chair
2 pencil
3 scissors
4 desk
5 glue
6 pencil sharpener
7 ruler
8 board
9 computer
10 school bag
11 pen
12 book
13 clock
14 pencil case
15 rubber
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THE WAY TO SCHOOL 

Task

A The School Plane
The Bass Islands in Lake Erie, in the US state of Ohio, are 
popular in summer. In winter, only about 200 people live 
on the islands. There is a school on one of the islands, 
South Bass. The other two islands, North Bass and Middle 
Bass, have no schools. Kids who live there go to school by 
plane every day. 

B A Special Train
In the Aboriginal12 community of Punmu, in Australia, kids 
have a special way to go to school. A man in the village 
made a “school train”. The “engine13” is a tractor and the 
“carriages14” are made from barrels15. The kids have a fun 
ride and get to school on time every day.

Vocabulary
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DAILY ROUTINES 

Conversation 

Lucy:  So did you have a nice time in Pu-Puuu?
Perzil:  It wasn’t Pu-Puuu!
Yo-Yee:  It was Peru!
Lucy:  Yes, I know. Maybe you won’t run away 

again.

Yo-Yee:  We won’t.
Perzil:  I don’t like Peru. You can only have 

breakfast between 7 o’clock and 9 o’clock 
in the morning.

Lucy:  That’s because you were in a hotel. A very 
nice hotel. It’s normal there.

Yo-Yee:  Nice? But I like eating breakfast at 12 
o’clock.

Lucy:  That’s lunchtime. I eat lunch at 12 o’clock. 
You like a late breakfast because you 
wake up at 11 o’clock.

Yo-Yee:  Yes, I wake up at 11 o’clock and then  
I have a bath for an hour, then I’m hungry.

Perzil:  In Peru they make your bed when you are 
in it. Every afternoon.

Lucy:  Probably because most people are not in 
bed in the afternoon. The maid10 needs to 
make the bed.

Perzil:  The naid?
Lucy:  The maid! The person who tidies your 

room in a hotel.
Yo-Yee:  Oh, that naid. She told me to stop playing 

the piano.
Lucy:  You had a piano in your room?
Perzil:  Of course.
Lucy:  And can you play the piano?
Yo-Yee:  Yes. I play the piano very well, but only at 

night.
Lucy:  You play the piano at night?
Yo-Yee:  Yes, at midnight.
Lucy:  That’s why she told you to stop. People 

sleep at night.
Perzil:  People in Peru are strange.
Lucy:  All people sleep at night. Not just people 

in Peru.
Perzil:  Sleep? That’s boring. I like to vacuum the 

floor at night.
Yo-Yee:  Me too. 1 o’clock in the morning is the 

best time for vacuuming.
Lucy:  Well don’t do that here. My mum will not 

be happy.
Perzil:  OK, we won’t.
Yo-Yee:  Just don’t make us go back to Peru.

Vocabulary
Ready September 2020 p. 9
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AGENT READY IN THE UNITED STATES

Task 

Josh: Ugh... So boring...

RECORDING SCRIPTS
This file contains the transcripts of the CD recordings. The headings indicate which  
CD track corresponds to the text. Listening exercises are either in the September 2020 issue  
of the magazine, or in Teachers’ File.
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Ready: What are you doing, Josh?
Josh: Ah! Oh, Agent Ready, it’s you... It’s my 

English homework. We have to learn 
about the United States and it’s so 
boring!

Ready:  Really? How can that be boring?
Josh: Listen: In the past, black people had to 

be slaves. That means they had to work 
for no money. In 1862, President Abraham 
Lincoln ended slavery—

Ready: No he didn’t.
Josh: ... What?
Ready: Abraham Lincoln didn’t end slavery.
Josh: He didn’t? Then who did?
Ready: Nobody did. Slavery in the US never 

ended.
Josh: OK, well I know that’s not true24. There 

aren’t slaves in the US any more. 
Ready: Yes, there are.
Josh: What are you talking about?
Ready: Slavery didn’t end in 1862, they just 

changed the rules25. Before then, white 
people could make black people work for 
free as slaves. 

Josh: Right. It was really bad. I can’t believe 
that really happened.

Ready: So they changed it so that white people 
couldn’t make black people work as 
slaves.

Josh: Exactly! Slavery ended.
Ready: I’m not finished! They changed it so that 

white people couldn’t use black people as 
slaves, but people could still be slaves if 
they were in prison.

Josh: Prisoners26 could still be slaves?
Ready: No, Josh. Prisoners can still be slaves. 

Today. Right now. Prisoners in US prisons 
often have to work for free. 

Josh: Really?
Ready: Yes. Really. And the US has more 

prisoners than any other country in the 
world.

Josh: That’s a lot of slaves. Why don’t they tell 
us that in school?

Ready: Maybe they don’t want people to know 
that slavery is still happening.

Josh: Well, this won’t be a secret any more.  
I’m telling everyone!

Ready: Agent Ready, away!

Vocabulary
Ready September 2020 p. 11
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HEALTHY CAN BE TASTY 
Task 1

Peanut Butter15 Energy Balls
This recipe is very easy. These peanut butter balls are 
tasty and healthy. They are the perfect snack for school. 

What do you need?
•	 5 tablespoons16 of peanut butter

•	 4 tablespoons of honey
•	 1 teaspoon17 of vanilla extract
•	 16 tablespoons of oats18

•	 1 teaspoon of chia seeds19

•	 4 tablespoons of raisins20 cut into small pieces

1 Put the honey and peanut butter in a small bowl. 
Microwave21 for 15 to 30 seconds.

2 Put all the ingredients in a big bowl. Mix everything 
with a wooden spoon.

3 With your hands, make about 12 small balls.
4 Put the balls in the fridge or eat and enjoy now. 

Vocabulary
Ready September 2020 p. 12
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ALL ABOUT THE HOUND OF THE BASKERVILLES

What Is the Story About?
Sir Charles Baskerville dies and people think it’s because 
of a family curse11 connected to a dangerous monster 
dog. Sir Henry, Sir Charles’ nephew, comes to England to 
live in the Baskerville house. Will the dog attack12 again? 
It’s a scary story. You need to read the comic to see what 
happens13 next…

Vocabulary
Ready September 2020 p. 13
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THE FASTEST ANIMALS 

Cheetah
Hi, I’m a cheetah2. I am the fastest land animal. Isn’t that 
cool? Today we will learn about the fastest animals on 
land (that’s me!), in the sky and in the water. So come on, 
don’t be slow.
Are you fast? I can run as fast as 120 kph*. How fast are 
you?
Cheetahs live in Africa. We like grasslands the best. The 
spots on our fur3 help us hide in the tall grass. Cheetahs 
eat meat. We love to eat things like hares4, impala5 and 
gazelles. All those animals run very fast. It is a good thing 
we are faster than them. We also can see really well. 
Cheetahs can see almost five kilometres away. That helps 
us to see our dinner before our dinner sees us.
Baby cheetahs are called cubs6. A mother cheetah can 
have from one to seven cubs but we usually have four. 
Girl cheetahs live alone. They take care of their cubs 
without the father. Boy cheetahs live together. They 
never live with the mother of their cubs. That’s not fair!
Cheetahs live up to 12 years in the wild7. We can weigh8 
up to 65 kilograms. We can be up to 1.5 metres long. We 
are big cats.
Cheetahs are endangered9 animals. People come and live 
in our homes and eat all our food. There are only around 
7,000 cheetahs left. That’s sad.

Vocabulary
Ready September 2020 p. 17

READY    SEPTEMBER 2020 RECORDING SCRIPTS2



CD Track 8 READY pp. 16–17

THE FASTEST ANIMALS 

Peregrine Falcon 
The cheetah and the sailfish think they are fast. But I am 
faster than they are. I’m a peregrine falcon, and I can fly 
at speeds of over 350 kph. 
We live everywhere. We can live where it is hot or cold. 
We can live in mountains and grasslands. We can even 
live in cities.
Because we are so fast we can catch our food in the air.  
If we see a bird we want to eat, we fly down to it and then 
we have dinner. 
Peregrine falcons can live up to 17 years. Our wingspan17 
is over one metre and we weigh up to 1.6 kilograms.

Vocabulary
Ready September 2020 p. 17
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RIP VAN WINKLE: A VERY TIRED MAN

Task 

Rip got married.
Rip and his wife didn’t get on very well. 
Rip took his dog for a walk in the mountains. 
Rip met a small man with a big keg. 
The small man offered Rip a drink. 
Rip had a few drinks and fell asleep.
Rip’s daughter got married.
Rip woke up. 
Rip lives with his daughter and her husband.
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THE EUROPEAN DAY OF LANGUAGES

Task 1

1 People speak Dutch in the Netherlands.
2 You will hear people speak Polish in Poland. 
3 There are two official languages in Malta: Maltese 

and English.
4 Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwllllantysiliogo-

gogoch is the name of a village in Wales.  
5 The English word hippopotomonstrosesquipedaliani-

sm means a love of long words.
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SECRET MESSAGES

Class Chat 

Cypher A: Try using different numbers. For example, start 
at 7254 instead of 1. Word “cat” is “7256, 7254 and 7273”.

Cypher B: Try using a different shift number. With  
a shift of 12, each letter is moved twelve places down  
the alphabet. A is M. B is N, C is O. Word “cat” is “omf”.

Cypher C: Try using this with a Caesar cypher.
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The Mystery of the Dirty Classroom

Task 3

Parker: Keira, I looked at all the information. It was you, 
wasn’t it? You made the mess in the English 
classroom.

Keira: OK, yes, it was me. I’m so sorry! It was an 
accident16. 

Parker: Exactly what happened?
Keira: I left my snack in the English classroom. After 

lunch I went to the classroom to get it. But  
I dropped17 it. There was jam in my snack box and 
it went everywhere on the floor. 

Parker: Why didn’t you clean it up?
Keira: I tried! I went to the sink18 but the water was too 

fast. It went on the floor and on my shirt.
Parker: Then what happened?
Keira: I took some paper towels19 and tried to dry my 

shirt, but it was too wet. Then when I tried to 
throw the wet paper towels in the bin, I slipped20 
on the water on the floor and I fell, and the 
rubbish went everywhere.

Parker: So it really was an accident. You tried to clean it 
up, but you only made a bigger mess. Then what 
happened?

Keira: I... I ran away. I put on a new shirt and I went to 
the art club.

Parker: Why didn’t you tell a teacher? Someone had to 
clean up that big mess! 

Keira: I was afraid. I’m always the perfect student, and  
I didn’t want everyone to think I was bad.

Parker: Making a mess by accident doesn’t make you bad. 
But making a mess and letting someone else get 
in trouble21 is pretty bad. Mr Borrow thought it 
was Isaac.

Keira: Oh, no! But Isaac didn’t do anything wrong. OK, 
I’m going to tell Mr Borrow the truth22 right now.

Vocabulary
Ready September 2020 p. 29
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The Simpsons

Task 2

If you’ve got mostly As, you are Lisa – intelligent and 
talented but a bit too serious10. Relax and have fun 
sometimes. 
If you’ve got mostly Bs, you are Bart. You’re a clever kid 
(more intelligent than people think), but you’re a bit wild11. 
That’s OK, but try to think about other people more.
If you’ve got mostly Cs, you are Marge. You love family and 
home and you have a heart of gold. Also, blue hair.
If you’ve got mostly Ds, you are Homer. No donut is safe 
near you.

Vocabulary
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LITERATURE
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AN ADAPTATION OF THE HOUND OF THE BASKERVILLES

Part One 

Mr Mortimer’s Story

Narrator: At Sherlock Holmes’ office at 221B Baker 
Street, London...

Watson: Good afternoon, Mr Mortimer. I’m John 
Watson, and this is...

Mortimer: Sherlock Holmes, I know. Thank you so 
much for meeting me.

Holmes: So, how can we help you, Mr Mortimer?
Mortimer: Recently, my friend Sir Charles Baskerville 

died at his home, Baskerville Hall, in 
Devonshire. The servants found him 
outside. They think he had a heart attack. 
But there’s more to the story.

Narrator: Mr Mortimer tells Holmes and Watson an 
old story.

Mortimer: This is the story of Hugo Baskerville. He 
was a very bad man. In 1730, the devil 
sent a hell hound to kill him on the moor. 
Now the people say the hell hound hunts 
the whole Baskerville family.

Holmes: And you think a hell hound killed Sir 
Charles Baskerville?

Mortimer: Maybe. But I have a good reason. I went 
to Baskerville hall after Sir Charles 
died. On the ground next to him I saw 
footprints – the footprints of a gigantic 
hound!

Watson: This all sounds very silly.
Holmes: No. I am interested. So you want me to 

find out what happened to Sir Charles?  
Is that all?

Mortimer: Actually, his nephew, Sir Henry, is 
coming to London today. He will move to 
Baskerville Hall to live there. I’m afraid he 
won’t be safe there. Can you tell me what 
I should do?

Holmes: We’ll help you, Mr Mortimer. Let’s meet 
for lunch at two o’clock, at your hotel.

Mortimer: Thank you so much, Mr Holmes.
Narrator: Mr Mortimer leaves.
Watson: Do you really think a hell hound killed  

Sir Charles?
Holmes: Of course not! But someone killed him. 

Quickly, get your coat. We need to follow 
Mortimer.

Narrator: Holmes and Watson go outside to the 
street. They see something.

Holmes: Aha! I thought so. Look, Watson. Someone 
is following Mortimer.

Watson: Someone with a big beard.
Holmes: Maybe. I don’t think that’s a real beard. 

Hmm...
Narrator: Holmes and Watson go back inside and 

wait for their meeting. At the hotel, at 
two o’clock...

Henry: Sorry I’m late. Someone took my shoe!
Watson: Just one shoe?
Henry: Yes. I don’t understand it.
Henry: I also go this letter.
Holmes: Hmm... “Stay away from the moor.” Maybe 

someone wants to hurt you. Or maybe 
they want to keep you safe.

Watson: Do you know of anyone who wants to 
hurt you, Sir Henry?

Henry: I don’t think so.
Mortimer:  Maybe they want your money. You did 

just get two million pounds when your 
uncle died.

Holmes: Sir Henry, we can’t let you go to 
Devonshire alone. It’s not safe. But I’m 
too busy to come with you, so I will send 
my best man.

Watson: Who?
Holmes: You, of course, my dear Watson.
Narrator: To be continued...

TEST
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LANGUAGECERT YOUNG LEARNERS OWL EXAM 

Part 2

R:  Look at the pictures. Listen and look.  
 There is one example. (Pause 3 seconds.) 
G:  Dad, look at these photos of John’s birthday  
 party. 
M:  Oh, yes. Is that John standing near the window? 
G:  That’s his brother, Simon. He’s eating a sandwich  
 because he’s always hungry! 
M:  Right! 

(Pause 3 seconds.) 

R: Can you see the line? This is an example.  
 Now listen and draw lines.

(Pause 3 seconds.)  

(Repeat from here.) 

R: One 
M:  Which one is John? Is that him with the pink  
 party hat? 
G:  That’s right. He was happy because he had a lot  
 of presents. There he’s opening his favourite. 
M:  Is it a car? 
G:  Yes. It goes really fast. 

(Pause 5 seconds.) 

R: Two 
M:  Why is that girl sitting on the stairs? 
G:  That’s Kate. She had a bad leg and couldn’t play  
 with us. 
M:  Oh dear. 
G:  She was alright. She had fun taking the photos. 
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(Pause 5 seconds.) 

R:  Three 
M:  Is this the birthday cake in this photo? 
G:  Yes. Vicky’s holding it. 
M:  That’s a lovely parrot on her T-shirt. 
G:  Yes, it’s cool! She loves all kinds of birds. 

(Pause 5 seconds.) 

R: Four 
M:  The girl with curly hair has a cool T-shirt, too. 
G:  Yes. She’s got stars on hers. That’s Lucy. 
M:  Why’s she sitting under the table? 
G:  She wanted to play with John’s new tractor!  
 It was easier there! 

(Pause 5 seconds.) 
R: Five 
M:  Is the boy with curly hair Lucy’s brother? 
G:  Yes, that’s Chris. He ate a lot of cakes that day! 
M:  How many? 
G:  Ooh... twenty, I think! He ate the most! 

(Pause 5 seconds.) 

R: Now listen to Part Two again. 

(Pause 3 seconds.) 
(Repeat Part Two with only 3-second pauses.) 

R: That is the end of Part Two. 

(Pause 5 seconds.)
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LANGUAGECERT YOUNG LEARNERS OWL EXAM 

Part 4

R:  Listen and look. There is one example. 
B:  Hello, Alice. I went to the cinema last week with  
 my family. 
G:  Hello, Nick. What was the name of the film? 
B:  It’s called ‘The Sea’. It was great. 
G:  ‘The Sea’? I don’t know that film. 
B:  It’s a new one. 
(Pause 3 seconds.) 
R: Can you see the answer? Now listen and write. 
(Pause 3 seconds.) 

(Repeat from here.)
R: One 
G:  What’s the film about? 
B:  It’s about a girl on a boat. 
G:  On a boat! That’s exciting! 
B:  Yes! She sails round the world. 
G:  Wow! 
(Pause 10 seconds.)
R: Two 
G:  What’s the name of the star of the film? 
B:  Her name’s Della Driver. She’s fantastic! 
G:  Della what? 
B:  Driver. D-R-I-V-E-R. 
G:  Della Driver. I think I saw her on TV last weekend. 

(Pause 10 seconds.) 

R: Three 
G:  What day did you go to the cinema? 
B:  We went on Friday. I didn’t have to do homework  
 then. 
G:  That’s fun! I like going to the cinema on Friday. 
B:  Me too! 

(Pause 10 seconds.)

R:  Four 
G:  What time did you go? 
B:  We went at six thirty in the evening. After Mum  
 finished work. 
G:  Six thirty is a good time. 
B:  Yes, but we were hungry after the film! 

(Pause 10 seconds.) 

R: Five 
G:  What did you eat after the film? 
B:  Dad bought a pizza and we ate it at home. 
G:  We always eat pizza after the cinema, too. 
B:  Yes, it’s our favourite. 

(Pause 10 seconds.) 

R: Now listen to Part Four again. 

(Repeat Part Four with only 5-second pauses.) 

R: That is the end of the Listening Test.

SONG LYRICS
“REAL FRIENDS” by Camila Cabello   READY pp. 24–25

No, I think I’ll stay in tonight 
Skip1 the conversations and the “Oh, I’m fines” 
No, I’m no stranger2 to surprise 
This paper town has let me down3 too many times 
Why do I even try? Give me a reason4 why 
I thought that I could trust5 you, never mind6 
Why all the switching7 sides8? Where do I draw the line? 
I guess I’m too naive9 to read the signs10

I’m just looking for some real friends 
All they ever do is let me down 
Every time I let somebody in11 
Then I find out what they’re all about 
I’m just looking for some real friends 
Wonder12 where they’re all hiding out 
I’m just looking for some real friends 
Gotta* get up out of this town

Oh, oh 
Oh, ah

I stay up, talking to the moon 
Been feeling so alone13 in every crowded14 room 
Can’t help but feel like something’s wrong, yeah 
’Cause* the place I’m living in just doesn’t feel like home

I’m just looking for some real friends 
All they ever do is let me down 
Every time I let somebody in 
Then I find out what they’re all about 
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I’m just looking for some real friends 
Wonder where they’re all hiding out 
I’m just looking for some real friends 
Gotta get up out of this town

Looking for some new friends 
Oh, oh 
Oh, ah

I just wanna* talk about nothing 
With somebody that means something 
Spell the names of all our dreams and demons15 
For the times that I don’t understand 
Tell me what’s the point16 of a moon like this 
When I’m alone again 
Can I run away to somewhere beautiful 
Where nobody knows my name?

I’m just looking for some real friends 
All they ever do is let me down 
And I let somebody in 
But I find out what they’re all about 
I’m just looking for some real friends 
All they ever do is let me down 
I’m just looking for some real friends 
Gotta get up out of this town, yeah

Oh, oh 
Oh, ah

*GLOSSARY
gotta – I’ve got to
’cause – because
wanna – want to

Vocabulary
1 to skip [skɪp] auslassen, überspringen 
2 stranger [ˈstreɪndʒə(r)] der Fremde 
3 to let sb down – enttäuschen , im Stich lassen 
4 reason [ˈriːzən] der Grund 
5 to trust [trʌst] vertrauen 
6 never mind – (das) macht nichts 
7 to switch [swɪtʃ] wechseln
8 side [saɪd] die Seite 
9 naive [naɪˈiːv] naiv, blauäugig 
10 sign [saɪn] das Zeichen 
11 to let sb in – jmdn. an sich heranlassen 
12 (I) wonder [ˈwʌndə(r)] Ich frage mich 
13 alone [əˈləʊn] einsam 
14 crowded [ˈkraʊdɪd] überfüllt 
15 demon [ˈdiːmən] der Dämon 
16 point [pɔɪnt] der Sinn
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